AUTHORITY IN RELIGION
MATTHEW 28:18 –TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Do we recognize the need for authority in this life?   Sure we do we have the laws of the land – stop signs, speed limits.  We have standards of weight and measurements.  We have standards of time Eastern, Central, Pacific – Daylight savings etc.

If we did not have these set standards of authority then there would be much confusion and chaos would reign.  Do we have a standard of authority in the realm of religion today?   The answer is yes but it is often overlooked by men.  We want to consider a few standards often relied upon by man.

AUTHORITY IN RELIGION:  Let’s consider a few standards of authority used by men and see if any of these can truly be relied upon.

I. SHALL WE RELY UPON THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS? 

A. PHIL. 3:3-7 – What if our parents are divided religiously? What if we learn as the apostle Paul did that the faith of our fathers is something we must give up.

B. 1 PET. 1:18 – Peter states by inspiration that they had been redeemed their former way of life.

C. ACTS 7:51-52 – Stephen told the Jews they were wrong in following the footsteps of their fathers.

D. MATT. 10:34-37 – Notice what Christ said about any who would love their parents more than him.  So what do all these scriptures point us toward? Do what is right in the sight of God!  Do only those things that please him.

II. SHALL WE RELY ON OUR CONSCIENCE AS A SAFE GUIDE?
A. PROV. 16:25 – Many today would say we can throw out the Bible just let your conscience be your guide.  Notice what the wise man said, “There is a way that seems right to a man…”
B. ACTS 23:1 – Paul speaks before the Sanhedrin council that his conscience was clear.

C. GAL. 1:13-14 – What was it that Paul had done in good conscience.

D. ACTS 26:9-11 – If Paul could follow his conscience and be wrong so could we.

III. SHALL WE FOLLOW THE DECISION OF THE MAJORITY?
A. MATT. 7:13-14 – If we followed the majority then we could be a member of any protestant denomination; or we could be Catholic, Mormon, or perhaps a member the worlds fastest growing religion - Islam.  Jesus says following the majority in matters of religion will cause us to lose our souls.

B. ACTS 4:19-20 – The way of God has never been popular with the majority of the world.

C. GAL. 1:6-10 – Who are we striving to please?  Men or God

D. ROM. 8:31 – If we are striving to please God and he is for us should we worry about who opposes us?

IV. SHALL WE SUBMIT TO THE CREEDS OF MEN IN RELIGION?
A. JER. 10:23 – Even though millions have done so God’s word warns us thru the prophet Jeremiah  that no man or group of men are wise enough to devise a plan of salvation!!!

B. MATT. 15:8-9 – Jesus relays to us what happens when we decide to follow the doctrines and creeds of men in religion. 

C. 1 COR. 2:5 – Did Paul point men toward following the teachings of men or God?  
D. ROM. 1:16 – Paul tells us where this power of God can be found, in the gospel. Human creeds do not have this power instead they are divisive, deadly, and destructive.

E. GAL. 1:8 – Only the gospel has the power to save.

V. SHALL WE ACCEPT THE BIBLE AS OUR ONLY AUTHORITY?
A. 2 PET. 1:21 – If we look at the evidence we will make it our only source of authority in religion.  The Bible is divine, it is written by God (Holy Spirit) and no other book can make this claim and back it up.
B. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – It is inspired, it is complete, and it equips us to do every good work in which God would have us participate.

C. ACTS 20:32 – The Bible is our road map, our instruction guide our rule book to guide us from earth to heaven.
D. JN. 12:48 – The Bible is the standard that will be used at judgment.

E. REV. 20:11-15 – We will be judged by the books – the Bible.

CONCLUSION – 

We all have freedom of choice in matters of religion.   You can:


Rely upon the religion of your fathers.


Rely upon your conscience as a safe guide.


Follow the decision of the majority.


Submit to the creeds of men in religion.


Or you can accept the Bible as our authority in all religious matters.  

Eternity hangs in the balance what will your decision be?

True authority in religion can only be found in “God’s word.”  
Would you obey his word today as we offer the invitation?
