BACKSLIDING

LUKE 9:57-62 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – When we become a Christian and enter into fellowship with God we have good intentions to honor that commitment we have made to Him.  The truth is no one is so faithful that they become immune to temptation and cannot backslide; it is an ever-present danger in the life of a Christian.

The scriptures warn us in – 1 COR. 10:12-13 – that we need to take heed lest we fall.  We need to remember the example of Lot’s wife – LUKE 17:32 – The admonition is given to remember Lot’s wife – GEN. 19:24-26 – Why did she look back?  Daughters and sons-in-law, home, worldly goods.

We must understand this can happen to us – HEB. 3:12-13 - Christians can depart from the living God.  HEB. 10:36-39 – If any man draws back God has no pleasure in him.  We can be in the pew and occupying a seat but if our heart is not occupied with doing the will of God then we are drawing back or backsliding from God.

We must also note the consequences of backsliding or falling away – 2 PET. 2:20-22 – “the sow that was washed wallowing in the mire.”

We might ask the question, “Why do people backslide?” – PROV. 14:12-14 – The first step backwards is to want to live life our own way and refusing to listen to God – ISA. 1:4 – Israel had forsake the Lord and sought to establish their own righteousness.

Look at the backsliding nation of Israel:

1. ISRAEL REFUSED TO HEAR GOD – 

a. HOSEA 4:1-2, 6 – There is a famine in the church of the Lord today and it is ignorance.  Christians used to be referred to a walking Bibles and now we are lucky if everyone brings one to worship.

b. JER. 2:19 – Israel refused to fear God.  Respect and reverence his word.

c. JER. 3:6-8 – God’s view of backsliding Israel.  Do we think God’s view of backsliding has changed?

d. HEB. 12:28 – The inspired Hebrew writer points to the attitude and disposition we should possess about our service to God.

2. ISRAEL WAS CONSUMED WITH COVETOUSNESS – 

a. JER. 6:13-16 – Note the greed of Israel. 

b. JER. 8:4-9 – You might ask how does covetousness relate to backsliding? – Jeremiah shows us!

c. HEB. 13:5-6 – Can this be a problem for the Christian today?

d. 1 JN. 2:15 – “Love not the world.”

3. ISRAEL REJECTED TRUTH – 

a. JER. 7:23-28 – Rejection of truth is going backward not forward.

b. JER. 9:1-5 – Does rejecting truth please God?

c. ROM. 1:25-28 – The Gentiles changed the truth of God into a lie.

d. 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – God gives the cure for the rejection of truth.

4. ISRAEL WOULD NOT GIVE GLORY TO GOD – 

a. JER. 9:23-24 – Israel had given glory only to themselves and not to God, but we need to give glory only to God.

b. JER. 17:5 – Do not put your confidence in a man, but trust God.

c. GAL. 6:14 – Paul did not boast of himself or try to get men to follow him.   He always gave glory to Christ.

5. ISRAEL WAS AN IMMORAL NATION – 

a. JER. 5:7-9 – God said he would visit them because of their immorality.

b. JER. 7:1-11 – God said he saw these things and would not accept this type of hypocrisy.

c. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – This is the description of how we used to live before we became Christians, but now our life is different.

d. 1 COR. 5:1 – Christians can backslide into immorality.

6. ISRAEL WAS NOT WILLING TO REPENT – 

a. JER. 8:5-6 – Not willing to say what have I done?  Israel refused to repent and they reaped the consequences.

b. ACTS 8:12-24 – The difference with Simon was that he did not want to receive the consequences of his sin so he repented.

CONCLUSION – We need to give the more earnest heed to things that we have heard and not let them slip.  Do not take one step backward that can start us down that slippery slop to Hell.

