BEATITUDES – BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE

MATTHEW 5:10-12 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Have you ever suffered in this life?  The answer most of us would give is a resounding – YES!!!  We can suffer by losing our job, our health, or a loved one but that is not the suffering that is under consideration today.

Man can suffer for many reasons.  Jesus is clearly teaching us that only suffering for righteousness will be recognized in the sense that it will be rewarded by God.  Listen carefully to his words – MATT. 5:10-12 - Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS:

1. EVIL DOER – Man can certainly suffer as an evil doer.

A. 1 PET. 4:12-16 – If we suffer reproach (to be upbraided or reviled) for the name of Christ we are blessed, but we do not glorify the God we serve if we suffer as a result of our sins and disobedience.  We only give glory to God if we suffer as a Christian.  God is exhorting us to live righteously not ungodly lives.
B. GAL. 5:19-21- Note the description of those who will not inherit the kingdom of God.  If we suffer as an evil doer in this life we will continue suffering thru out eternity.

C. PROV. 11:3-6 – The wickedness of evil doers leads to their downfall. You will reap what you sow!!!  Maybe not in this life but certainly in eternity.
2. SUFFER FALSELY AS A CHRISTIAN – Note again vs. 11-12 from text
A. 1 PET. 2:9-12 – Often times those who are not going to serve God shall seek to bring railing accusations against those who diligently seek to do the will of God. We may be ridiculed and spoken evil of but if we continue in good works those who revile us will at least grow to respect us and our example.  Remember if they speak against us they also brought false accusations against Jesus. 
B. ACTS 24:1-6, 10-13 – NAS – They found Paul to be a real pest (vs.5) or troublemaker and they falsely accused him of insurrection.
C. 1 PET. 3:10-17 – The world will surely strive to discredit us as Christians so we must be prepared to give defense both by our words and our actions.

3. CHARACTER – When we suffer we can build spiritual character. 

A. 1 PET. 2:21-25 – When we are reviled and persecuted just look to Jesus as our example of how to endure.  The truth about the character of Jesus was manifested during his persecution and ridicule.  What type of spiritual character do we display?
B. 2 TIM. 3:10-14 – The true character of Paul stood out clearly as he was called upon to suffer great criticism and severe persecution for the Lord.   We like Paul need to have spiritual backbone.
C. 2 COR. 4:7-14 - Paul’s spiritual character would not allow him to give up or give in despite the pressure of those who opposed him.

4. ENDURANCE – Those who are persecuted for righteousness sake must also be able to endure it.
A. JAMES 5:10-11 – Others have suffered and endured so we can too. Look at Job.

B. 2 COR. 3:1-11 – Notice how the apostle Paul thru the Spirit revealed it was with God’s help that he faced his trials.  He looked to God for enduring power.

C.  JAMES 1:12 - James instructs us that we are blessed if we endure and we will also receive the crown. Our question to James is how is this accomplished?

D. JAMES 1:2-4 – By the testing of our faith thru various trials.  When we get knocked down we keep getting back up.

5. EXPECT PERSECUTION – Do not be surprised when it comes or have the woe is me attitude or the why me syndrome.

A. MATT. 10:16-28 – Jesus plainly tells his disciples to expect to suffer persecution.
B. ACTS 9:10-16 – God told Ananias that he would show Saul that he must suffer great things for the Lord.

C. ACTS 5:38-42 – When the suffering comes that are promised have the right attitude toward it just as the apostles did.

D. HEB. 12:1-3 – Jesus suffered shame and severe persecution, mocking, scourging, ridicule, and the heartbreak of rejection so we can expect the same treatment.

6. CONQUERORS – We must not be conquered by suffering and persecution even if it means we lose our life.
A. REV. 12:10-11 – A scene of those martyred for the cause of Christ.

B. REV. 6:9-11 – These saints are pictured as “sacrifices” on the altar of persecution and death for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

C. ROM. 8:35-39 – The crowning passage in the bible with reference to conquerors.  Those who suffer persecution for righteousness sake are more than conquerors. 

CONCLUSION – 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   Are we being persecuted? NO - Maybe we are not living righteous lives. YES – Are we persevering?   We can only give glory - God – Christian - Are you?
