BEHAVIOR TOWARD THE WITHDRAWN

1 TIMOTHY 3:15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – God expects certain behavior from his children. If we do not behave appropriately our behavior needs to be corrected.  We have already discussed the importance of discipline and proper behavior in the home, businesses, or schools.  If we do not behave appropriately in any of those situations we can and should be corrected the same is true in regard to the church – 2 THESS. 3:6 - only those who follow Christ will be rewarded all others will receive discipline at the hands of a just God – REV. 22:14-15.  God desires for all men to choose to follow the truth but he will not force them to do s o –2 THESS. 2:10-12 – If we receive the love of the truth we will be saved, but those who reject truth will be damned and it is sad to say but many who wind up rejecting the truth in their lives are those who have at one time been faithful as Christians.

When discipline is necessary and withdrawal takes place what should our attitude be and what is the correct behavior toward the withdrawn?

BEHAVIOR TOWARD THE WITHDRAWN:

1. MARK THEM – 

a. ROM. 16:16-18 – We are to mark the ones who cause division and offenses.  How is division caused?    By what we say and what we do.  By teaching false doctrine contrary to the doctrine of Christ or by living in such a way that our lives are an example that is contrary to the doctrine of Christ.

b. What is involved in this marking or withdrawal?  Mark – means to fix your eyes on them, make note of them and their evil conduct or teaching, to avoid them or turn away from them. By noting the person who is receiving God’s discipline we make it common knowledge that this person has no fellowship with God and that faithful Christians are not to have any association with them accept to encourage them to repentance.  This could be done by a letter to the church or a public announcement to the church when it is assembled.

c. 3 JN. 9-11 – Example of Diotrephes – John marks Diotrephes by making this public statement to the church in his epistle.

2. DO NOT TREAT HIM AS AN ENEMY – 

a. 2 THESS. 3:15 – After a brother is withdrawn from do not be smug toward him and act as if we hold some grudge against him.  Do not refuse to speak to them and treat them like dirt under our feet.

b. MATT. 5:43-48 – Jesus said if we salute only those who salute us then we are just like the publicans.  Let us treat them in a way that will bring them back to the Lord and remember that God still loves them dearly.  We must also manifest love in our attitude toward the withdrawn.

c. GAL. 6:1 – We are trying to restore our brother in the spirit of meekness.

3. ADMONISH HIM AS A BROTHER – 

a. 2 THESS. 3:15 – “Count him not as an enemy but admonish him as a brother.”  We are to plead and exhort and encourage him to turn from his rebellious ways and to once again serve the Lord.  We have to remind him of how faithful he once was and the influence for Christ that had previously enjoyed. 

b. 1 THESS. 1:3-4 - He may have been a strong worker for the Lord’s church.

c. 1 JN. 3:13-16 – By admonishing him we show we have the proper love for our brethren.

d. EPH. 4:32 – If they do repent then forgive and forget just like Jesus does for us.

4. HAVE NO COMPANY – 

a. 1 COR. 5:4-5, 9-13 – We are not to keep company with a brother who has been withdrawn from.  What does the phrase “not to keep company” with mean? Social contact such as going to play golf, to bowl or even going to fish; the scriptures are very clear that with such a one we are not to even eat with them.  How long?  Until they repent and reconcile themselves unto God.

b. DEUT. 18:15-19 – We have brethren who say this requirement of God is too severe.  We must hearken unto the words of Jesus if we do not God will require it of us.

c. ACTS 16:14-15 – We should be close to our brethren and this is required if this close association is to be missed by the one who needs to repent. By not companying with them it is God’s purpose that they will become ashamed of their rebellious conduct toward God and his people and repent. 

d. I COR. 7:1-5 – Does this apply to our family relationships?

5. BE TO THE AS A HEATHEN – 

a. MATT. 18:15-18 – He should be to the as a heathen and a publican.  Certainly God intends for the church to estrange themselves from the brothers who refuse to walk in the light of God’s word.  We cannot use them to take part in a leading way in any of the assemblies, but we do not count the situation as hopeless.

b. EPH. 4:17-20 – Those who choose to go back into the world and live, as the heathen do need to be rescued from their sins.  We sing the song “Rescue the Perishing” we delivered him to Satan so the church would be purified and his soul might be saved if he would be willing to repent.

CONCLUSION – Applying Bible discipline to erring brethren is a difficult command of God for us to obey but if used properly with the right attitude and behavior on our part it can be successful. – 2 COR. 2:1-11 – We (those who administer the discipline) need to also be aware of Satan’s devices and always be willing with open arms to accept the erring brother who decides to repent and return to the service of the Lord.

