BEING SPIRITUALLY MINDED PEOPLE - 2

ROMANS 8:5-8 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Many in our audience have rendered obedience to the gospel.  We are instructed to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  If we grow as instructed we will become spiritually minded.  If we are spiritually minded we will be rewarded with life and peace.  Just because we are the children of God does not mean we are spiritually minded people.   Look at the nation Israel as an example They were the children of God but many times God rebukes them for their lack of being truly spiritually minded. If we are not careful we can fall into the same line of thinking as the children of Israel.  The purpose of the lesson today is to make us understand what is really involved in being spiritually minded.

THE SPIRITUALLY MINDED PERSON:
I. LOVES THE COMPANY OF LIKE MINDED PEOPLE – How much do you value the company of Christians?  It says a good deal about how spiritually minded you are.

A. 3 JN. 4 – Part of walking in truth is to enjoy the fellowship, the association, the friendship we can have with others who are in Christ.

B. 1 COR. 15:33 – If the statement made by Paul is true, “Evil companions corrupt good morals” then the opposite is also true that good companions produce good morals. Who can possibly encourage us more than being in the company of Christians?

C. EPH. 5:11 – Do not have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.  Associate with people who will make it easier for you to walk in the light.

II. ABHORS THAT WHICH IS EVIL – Do we abhor what is evil or do we just tolerate it?  There is a distinct difference.

A. REV. 2:6 – The Christians at Ephesus were spiritually minded enough to hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans.  Those who are spiritually minded must hate sin.

B. ROM. 12:9 – The spiritually minded will abhor that which is evil and will cling to what is good.  We will hold on for dear life to those principles taught to us by the word of God.

C. 1 COR. 3:1-3 – Are we still a babe?  Are we still carnal?  We need to grow up!!  We must become spiritual people?  Why? It prevents division.  If you look at history of the Lord’s church division has been caused by those who are not truly spiritually minded.  

III. LONGS FOR A HEAVENLY HOME – 

A. REV. 22:20 – Would we pray or desire for the Lord to come quickly.  What if the Lord does come quickly and we are not prepared.  Those with a spiritual mind are in a state of readiness.  Do you long to be with the Lord?  John stated. “Even so, Come Lord Jesus.”

B. PHIL. 1:21- Look at the example of Paul.  He realized death was gain for a Christian.   Death is only of gain to a spiritually minded person.

C. 2 COR. 4:16-18-5:1 - The spiritually minded person works for the things which are eternal.   They realize this earthly tent will be destroyed but they know they have a heavenly eternal home awaiting them.

CONCLUSION – 

As a child of God are you truly spiritually minded?  

Those who possess a spiritual mind will gain life and peace.

How are you walking?   

Are you walking after the flesh or the Spirit? 

 If after the flesh then repent!!!
