BENEVOLENCE - HELPING THOSE IN NEED

PHILIPPIANS 4:19 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – How does God supply all our needs?  PHIL. 4:19 - And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. We know he supplies salvation thru Christ – ACTS 4:12 and that all our spiritual blessings are provided only in him – EPH. 1:3. what about those who are in need, how will God supply their need.   Before we begin our study let’s define some terms. Benevolence: “an inclination to do good; charitable”

Alien: “a foreigner; one not born of the water and spirit and therefore is not a child of God”

Saint: “one born of the water and spirit and therefore is a child of God, in the kingdom of God” 
Local church: “a group of Christians in a locality who worship together regularly”

Sponsoring church: “one congregation that oversees a project, such as a mission activity, in which other congregations have an interest and to which they voluntarily contribute regularly”
WAYS GOD SUPPLIES OUR NEED:
1. GEN. 2:8-9, 15-22 – In the garden did God supply man with all his needs - The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  VS. 15    Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 18 And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him." 19 Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him. 21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.
2. EX. 16:1-16 – Under the leadership of Moses God provided their need - And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the land of Egypt. 2 Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 And the children of Israel said to them, "Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not. 5 And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily." 6 Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, "At evening you shall know that the LORD has brought you out of the land of Egypt. 7 And in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD; for He hears your complaints against the LORD. But what are we, that you complain against us?" 8 Also Moses said, "This shall be seen when the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the LORD hears your complaints which you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the LORD." 9 Then Moses spoke to Aaron, "Say to all the congregation of the children of Israel, 'Come near before the LORD, for He has heard your complaints.' " 10 Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 "I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you shall know that I am the LORD your God.' " 13 So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the camp. 14 And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. 16 This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: 'Let every man gather it according to each one's need, one omer for each person, according to the number of persons; let every man take for those who are in his tent.' " 
3. How does God take care of the needs of men today and what is the work of the church in the area of benevolence?

a. Does the church operate in the field of Limited Benevolence (just take care of certain ones)?   OR

b. Does the church operate in the field of Unlimited Benevolence (care for all the world’s needy)?
c. Some would argue whatever the individual can do the church can do and whatever the church can do the individual can do.  Is this reasoning correct? No, individuals pay taxes but churches do not.
WHAT ABOUT THE NEEDS OF MEN TODAY?  Let’s look at the teachings of Jesus in the NT and see how we are to meet the needs of others.
1. LUKE 10:25-37 – God supplies the need of men when we love our neighbor - And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?" 27 So he answered and said, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.' " 28 And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will live." 29 But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.' 36 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" 37 And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 
2. MATT. 5:43-48 – We are to even show love toward our enemies - "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
3. MATT. 25:34-40 – Who entered into the kingdom of heaven - Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'
4. ACTS 9:36-39 – We must be willing to follow the example of Dorcas and truly have compassion on others who are less fortunate than we are. - At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did. 37 But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them. 39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them.
5. The majority of benevolent work is to be done by individuals – 

A. 2 THESS . 3:10 – We cannot help those who will not work, the church is not a general welfare agency that role is fulfilled by the government. - For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. The church is not to be burdened by taking care of those who are to lazy to work.  Individually I follow the command to work so the necessities of life can be provided. 
B. 1 TIM. 5:4, 8, 16 – Individually we have a responsibility to take care of our family members.  But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God.  VS.  8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. VS. 16 If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows. 
C. JAMES 1:27 – Visiting the widows and orphans is an individual responsibility. Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
D. Benevolence has never been intended to be a tool to bring others to Christ only the gospel has the power to do that – ROM. 1:16 – We do not read of Paul using clothes food or money to entice people to obey the gospel.   Don’t you think there were poor people in Asia and Southeastern Europe when Paul was preaching.
6. WE CANNOT OVERLOOK THE NEEDS OF OUR BRETHREN – There are nine groups of Bible passages in the NT that teach on benevolence in regard to the responsibility of the local church.  As we look at these passages let’s determine Who administered the relief (local church, sponsoring church, or benevolent society), Who were relieved  (saints, aliens, orphans)
A. ACTS 2:44-45 – The NT church took care of its own we should do the same  - Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.
B. ACTS 4:32-37 – They took care of their own even if it meant sacrifice on their part. Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. 36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet. 
C. ACTS 6:1-3 – The church took care of its own needy saints- Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a murmuring against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;
D. ACTS 11:27-30 – Who took care of Christians in other areas in need?  The church at Antioch - And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 
E. ROM. 15:25-26 – Local churches sending to other local church or churches. But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. 
F. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – This is why giving on the 1st day of the week is so important - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.
G. 2 COR. 8:1-4 – The only way to be prepared to give when a benevolent situation arises is to give liberally - Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. 3 For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.
H. 2 COR. 9:1-2, 12 - Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you; 2 for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority.  VS.12 For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God,
I. 1 TIM. 5:16 - If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows. 
J. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – What if we do not fulfill our obligation the scriptures says we have to our brothers and sisters in Christ? - By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
CONCLUSION – How does God take care of the needs of people today? He does so thru you and me as Christians helping our fellow man and the church helping those who are needy saints only as it is authorized to do (limited benevolence).  By so doing we follow the pattern given for us in the word of God for benevolence. Do we exercise kindness, piety, compassion, gentleness, tenderness, and love in regard to the needs of our fellow man?  God does not want our money he wants us to be personally involved in service to him.
How does God bring the soul saving message of the gospel to man today?  The same way thru you and me as Christians and the church being the pillar and ground of the truth – 2 TIM. 3:15.
The question is: Are we doing our part individually as Christians and collectively as the church here in Mary Esther.
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