BEWARE OF LEAVEN OF HYPOCRISY

LUKE 12:1-5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Hypocrisy is one of the great dangers that confront the church today.  Christ confronted the Scribes and Pharisees about their hypocrisy.  He did not allow it to go unnoticed.  We need to confront hypocrisy today also. We must remember that we may be successful in hiding our true character from our fellow man but God knows the real you and the real me!

Jesus warns us to beware of the leaven of hypocrisy as it puts our soul in danger of spending eternity in hell.

LEAVEN OF HYPOCRISY:

1. SECRET SINNER – The Pharisees were very pious in public they were pretentious in regard to their holiness, but actually they wee sinners when away from the eyes of men.

a. ROM. 2:17-24, 28-29 – Outwardly they appear to be OK, yet inwardly they were decaying they would secretly commit adultery, steal, curse and be guilty of extortion and other sins.  All this time wanting to receive the praise of men and not the praise of God.

b. ECCL. 12:13-14 – We should be careful not to fall in this category because God knows the things in our life that are secrets to everyone else.

2. PUBLICITY PRAYERS – The Pharisees desired to be seen of men and be praise by them.

a. MATT. 6:5-6 – They would often pray on the street corner as a public show of being religious and yet they would not pray to God “secretly.”  They would sin secretly but would not pray to God for forgiveness secretly or in solitary situation.

b. MATT. 6:7 – They pray flowery prayers with flattering words, they use vain repetitions instead of praying to God from the heart.  We need to be careful to guard against this happening to us.

3. TRUMPET GIVERS – They would give to be seen of men.

a. MATT. 6:1-4 – They were giving as a public display.  They would “sound trumpets” in order to call attention to their generosity.  When they cast their alms to the “blind and maimed” they wanted men to say, “Oh my what an unselfish and generous person he is.”

b. LUKE 16:13-15 – What man esteems highly can be an abomination in the sight of God, because God knows our heart when we give and the reasoning behind our giving. They were boasters and were guilty of blowing their own horn.

4. DISGUISED REVERENCE – They wanted the outward appearance of purity and devotion to God, but inwardly they were “yellow” cowards.  They were two faced.

a. MATT. 6:16-18 – They would disfigure their faces and paint them so as to appear downtrodden, sad and penitent.  They wanted the outward look of humility and piety.

b. HEB. 12:28-29 – Hypocrites need to do an about face.  Do I serve God with true reverence?  Do I need to do an about face?   What do I do when I leave the worship services of the church?

5. ARROGANT EGO – Their attitude was if you don’t believe I am humble just ask me.

a. LUKE 18:9-14 – They say unto God (really themselves) just look at all my many accomplishments – my morality, my generosity, what a perfect example I am for others, where ever I walk is holy ground.

b.  LUKE 12:15-21 – Listen to the rich man’s ego talk. The rich man suffered from the “I complex” striving to serve and provide pleasure for only me, myself and I.  No time left to consider others. Truly being a Christian is about serving others with humility.

6. UNGRATEFUL THIEVES – They were getting out of financially helping their father or mother by acting as if they were giving a gift unto God.

a. MARK. 7:6-13 – Their parents had worked long hard hours and had made many sacrifices for the rearing of their children.  Now when the parents needed the help of their children they refused to sell their possessions marked “corban” (devoted to God) in order to give their parents the “provisions of life.”  Know anyone like that?

b. 1 TIM. 5:4, 16 – Let us watch out and be careful lest this happen to us also.

7. UNSCRUPULOUS JUDGES – They are willing to judge others quickly and harshly.

a. MATT. 7:1-5 – These had a vicious microscopic eye for the faults and mistakes of others.  They judge them harshly and with malice intentionally trying to hurt them.  By doing this they divert attention away from themselves and their sinful life.  By cutting others down and hurting them they soothe their own feelings of guilt.

b. JN. 8:3-11 – We need to clean up our own act first and be willing to use righteous judgment. We must first cast out the beam out of our own eye.

8. RELENTLESS AMBUSHERS – The Pharisees were sly, foxy, and cunning as they tried to catch Jesus and trap him in his speech.

a. LUKE 11:53-54 – They prompted Jesus with all kinds of questions on many different subjects just hoping they might catch him saying something they could use to accuse him.

b. MARK 3:1-6 – They also kept an eagle eye on all his activities to see if he did anything questionable that they could try to hang him with.

CONCLUSION – There are still some today that like the Pharisees are watching to see if we really live the life we proclaim.  If we profess to be Christians let us live a life that gives glory to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

We need to be as Paul exhorts Timothy to be in 1 TIM. 6:12 – “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.”
