BEWARE

DEUTERONOMY 6:10-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – When God’s word tells us to beware we need to heed the advice and be on guard, vigilant, watchful and use extreme caution before we decide to haphazardly proceed without acknowledging the warning of God.  Notice the clarity of his warnings to the nation of Israel – DEUT. 8:6-11.
God told Israel to beware of the angel of the Lord – EX. 23:20-25 and he tells us to beware of our adversary the Devil – 1 PET. 5:8-9 – God wants us to resist Satan and be steadfast and faithful to the Lord. In our study today we will notice some things we need to beware of lest we become unfaithful in our service to the Lord.

BEWARE OF THESE THINGS:

1. BEWARE OF OUR THOUGHTS – 

A. DEUT. 15:7-9 – Notice what God told Israel in regard to their thoughts concerning their brother.
B. MATT. 15:19-20 – Jesus instructs us to not have evil thoughts for evil deeds are the offspring of this type of thinking.

C. 2 COR. 10:3-5 – God desires for our thoughts to be good not evil

D. PHIL. 4:8 – Note what Paul told the Christians of the first century in Philippi to think about. What do we think and meditate about?
E. PROV. 23:7 – Solomon of old instructs us to beware of what we think. “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he”
2. BEWARE OF COVETOUSNESS – 

A. LUKE 12:15-27 – Covetousness is to fix the desire upon, the desire to have more in the text it is referring to material possessions. Notice verse 30 where it states God knows that we need these things but we do not need to become unduly concerned about the things of the world or have an inordinate desire for the things of this world that people today seek after.
B. EX. 20:17 – We are commanded to not covet by God - “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's.”
C. COL. 3:5-7 – We must kill covetousness before it kills us.  It is a deadly cancer.   Paul tells us to put it to death.

D. 2 COR. 9:6-7 – Covetousness can cause us to steal from God when it comes to our contribution.  “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”
E. EPH. 5:15-17 – Equally as devastating is when we are unwilling to give up time for God because there are important things that I want to do for me! “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”
3. BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS – DOCTRINE
A. MATT. 7:15-20 – We must beware of the messenger because he can kill you with lies and poison.
B. MATT. 16:6-12 – Jesus was warning his disciples to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees which was their doctrine – teaching.

C. COL. 2:6-9 – An example of such false teachers is seen in the church at Colossae that some were denying the deity of Christ by their teachings. “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”
D. MATT. 15:8-9 – Christ says beware of those who seek to bind traditions “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.”
E. COL. 3:17 – False teachers question the authority of Christ – “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” They like to present the truth with a new twist.  BEWARE - “If it is new it is not true and if it is true it is not new.”
F. PROV. 14:12 – The doctrine and commandments of men may seem good, sound good and make those who practice them feel good but is does not change the authority and power of the word of God and that it alone will be the standard of judgment in the last day - “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”
CONCLUSION – Why is it so important to beware, because if we do not we can lose our soul - HEB 2:1-4 – “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 
