BRETHREN WHO ERR
HEBREWS 5:8-9- TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Christ is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.  The question is will he save us if we refuse to obey or if we cease to follow his teachings in our life?  Notice what the apostle John recorded in 1 JN. 1:3-7 – John says we can have fellowship with God but it is contingent upon us walking in the light – fellowship is then conditional.  We can choose to walk in the light and enjoy the benefits of this fellowship with God or we can choose to walk in darkness.  When we make this choice to walk in darkness we no longer have fellowship with God and we are living in error because we have ceased to hear God’s instruction.

Definition of error – Vine’s - to go astray; to wander and that is what many Christians do after they have obeyed the gospel – I.E. – GAL. 1:6-7 – Paul marveled that they were so soon removed from the gospel of Christ.

ERRING BRETHREN:

I. CONSEQUENCES OF ERRING – 

A. PSA. 119:20-22, 117-118 – Those who stray from the commandments of God are full of pride and God rebukes them.
B. JAMES 5:19-20 – If you die while you are in error you die as a sinner and you will lose your soul.

C. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – We make our latter end worse than the first.

D. HEB. 3:7-13 – The inspired writer of Hebrews is warning the Hebrew Christians to not make the same mistake that the children of God did in the OT when they did not follow the commands of God.
E. PROV. 14:12 – When we pursue something that seems right to us and do not consult what the word of God says we put our souls in danger because death is the end result.

II. HOW SHOULD WE TREAT ERRING BRETHREN?
A. GAL. 6:1-2 – With the spirit of meekness and gentleness.  We should not approach those struggling in sin with a holier than thou type of attitude.  We approach them with the attitude of love and concern for their soul.
B. MATT. 18:15-17 – With the attitude that we will respect their privacy in regard to a private matter.  Do not circulate rumors or gossip.
C. GAL. 2: 11-14 – Paul confronted Peter in regard to his public rejection of the Gentiles when the Jews from Jerusalem came to town.

D. EPH. 5:5-11 – Note what Paul taught the Christians at the church in Ephesus.  Do not have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.

E. 2 THESS. 3:15 – We might say this sounds harsh but Paul includes the instructions to us that we never treat a brother as an enemy. 

III. HOW DOES GOD VIEW THE ERRING?
A. 2 TIM. 2:17-19 – As those who do not respect this truth and stray from it.  Note he only brings up one thing that they were teaching that was false.

B. HEB. 10:26-31 – Those who choose to sin willfully will die in their sins and face the vengeance of God.

C. EX. 32:31-33 – Note what God told Moses.  Whoever sins against me I will blot out their name.
D. REV. 3:4-5 – What about those in the church at Sardis that are not worthy and do not overcome.  God decides our final outcome.
E. REV. 20:15 – God  says if our name is not written in the Lamb’s book of life we will be cast into the lake of fire
CONCLUSION – 

It is possible for us to fall – 1 COR. 10:12 - Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall
The consequences are severe – lost souls.
We must show our love and concern for the erring.

We must strive to restore the erring. 
