BROTHERLY LOVE
HEBREWS 12:14-15 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We all want to love and be loved and our topic for today’s lesson is brotherly love.  TEXT – HEB. 12:14-15 – “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking diligently lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled”  the scriptures are clear that we should check bitterness at the root.  As brethren we should have and express love for each other – HEB. 13:1-2 – “Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.”
We should make great effort to display and express brotherly love – 1 PET. 3:8-9 – “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.”
We need to be careful that our differing personalities and opinions do not cause great damage to the Lord’s church.  It is sad to say but at times this has taken place even to the point of local churches splitting over nothing more than people not expressing biblical brotherly love.   We should go to great lengths to not offend a brother – PROV. 18:19 - 

“A brother offended is harder to win than a strong city, And contentions are like the bars of a castle.”
EXAMPLES OF ANGER  INSTEAD OF BROTHERLY LOVE:

1. CAIN AND ABEL - GEN. 4:3-8 Cain slew Abel because he would not admit he was wrong. – “And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it." 8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.”
A. Selfishness – PHIL. 2:3-4 – “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”
2. JACOB AND ESAU – GEN. 27:41-45 – Look what deception did to this relationship it incited anger in Esau so much that he wanted to kill his brother Jacob – “So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, "The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob." 42 And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said to him, "Surely your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 And stay with him a few days, until your brother's fury turns away, 45 until your brother's anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him; then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereaved also of you both in one day?" 
A. Bitterness - Deception soured the relationship between these brothers – EPH. 4:32 -  “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.”
3. JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS – Jealousy between joseph and his brothers led to hatred - GEN. 37:13-20 – “And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them." So he said to him, "Here I am." 14 Then he said to him, "Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring back word to me." So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem. 15 Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field. And the man asked him, saying, "What are you seeking?" 16 So he said, "I am seeking my brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks." 17 And the man said, "They have departed from here, for I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.' " So Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. 18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him. 19 Then they said to one another, "Look, this dreamer is coming! 20 Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall say, 'Some wild beast has devoured him.' We shall see what will become of his dreams!" 

A. Hatred – 1 JN. 4:20-21 – “If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.”
B. Do not become angry and count our brother as an enemy – ROM. 12:17-21 – “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
WHY IS BROTHERLY LOVE NECESSARY?

1. EXPRESSION OF OUR LOVE FOR GOD - 1 JN. 3:16-18 – “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”  How can we say we love God if we do not express love to our brother?
2. IT SHOWS WE OBEY THE TRUTH – 

A. 1 PET. 1:22 – “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart”
B. 1 THESS. 4:9-10 – “But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another”
C. ROM. 12:10-11 – “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another”   Who do you prefer?
3. BECAUSE CHRIST LOVES US – 

A. JN. 13:31-35 – “So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. 32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. 33 Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, 'Where I am going, you cannot come,' so now I say to you. 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."  If we love one another we are just keeping the commandment of Christ.
4. SO THERE WILL BE NO STRIFE AMONG US AS BRETHREN – 

A. PROV. 6:16-19 – “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 17 A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.”   God hates one who creates discord among brethren.  You might say OK I concede brotherly love is necessary.
HOW IS BROTHERLY EXPRESSED?
1. AFFECTIONATE GREETINGS – ROM. 16:16 – “Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you.”
2. HELPING IN TIME OF NEED – LUKE 10:30-37 – Good Samaritan – Read

3. PRAY FOR EACH OTHER – ACTS 12:5-6 – “Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church.”
4. ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER – ACTS 4:36-37 – “And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.”
5. CONCERN FOR ERRING BRETHREN – GAL. 6:1-2 – “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
6. FORGIVING ATTITUDE –MATT.5:21-25 - "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder,' and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment. 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.”  MATT. 18:21-22 – “Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”
7. UNITY ABOUNDING – Jesus earnestly prayed for unity among believers.  JN. 17:17-23 – “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.”
CONCLUSION – There is nothing we can do as a Christian and be pleasing to God if our motivating force is not love – 1 COR. 13:1-2 – “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.”
If we are to be identified and recognized as disciples of Christ we must love one another – JN. 13:34-35 – “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 
What type of love do we have for one another?
What type of love do we have for Christ?

In either area if we are not expressing our love in a proper manner let’s change that today!!
