BUILD A BEAR OR A RELIGION
PROVERBS 14:12 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Something that is very popular today are stores named “Build a Bear.”  They conduct build a bear workshops and the thought is that you build your very own teddy bear and you build it just like you want it, to your specifications.  The design is totally up to you as an individual.  While this type of freedom and authority is fine when it comes to building your bear some have taken this very concept and desire to apply it to matters of religion.  So people today are clamoring for change so they can have their religion just like their bear, meeting all their personal desires and wishes.  The question is what type of religion would man build if he was to build a religion instead of a bear.  All we have to do is look around us to find out.
BUILDING A RELIGION TO SUIT MAN – 

I. CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP – 

A. JN. 4:23-24 – Worship is to be in spirit and truth.  Worship is offered to God to please him.

B. ACTS 2:41-42 – They continued steadfastly – not changing.

C. MATT. 15:13-14 – Worship God has not planted in the church.

D. MATT. 15:7-9 – Vain worship.

E. GAL. 6:7-9 – We will reap what we sow in regard to our worship.

II. MAN MADE DOCTRINES –

A. 2 TIM. 3:5 – People who desire to follow man made doctrines have a form of godliness.   Paul warns Timothy from such people to turn away.
B. 2 TIM. 4:3 – Paul warned Timothy time would come when people would not endure sound doctrine.

C. LUKE 6:46 – Jesus asks an important question.

D. ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED – 

a. 1 COR. 10:12 – Take heed lest we fall.

b. GAL. 5:4 – Paul says those who were being circumcised in addition to obeying the gospel were fallen from grace.

c. HEB. 6:4-6 – “If they fall away” so we can fall away.

d. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – Overcome and entangled again.

E. FAITH ONLY – 

a. JN. 12:42-43 – They believed but would not confess.  Was this a saving faith?
b. JAMES 2:14-24 – The devils believe and tremble.

c. JAMES 1:21-25 – Faith prompts action.

III. FEELINGS -EMOTIONS – 

A. Any church will do one is as good as another.

a. MATT. 16:18-19 – Jesus said – “I will build my church.”

b. EPH. 5:25 – Christ gave his life for the church.

c. EPH. 1:22-23 – It is his body and he is the head of his church so he cannot be the head of any other churches that man brings into existence. 

d. ACTS 2:47 – The Lord adds the saved to his church.

e. REV. 2:1-5 – Christ will at some point in time remove the candlestick from a church that does not submit to his will.
B. Do not feel like God would punish us.

a. MATT. 25:41-46 – Jesus taught eternal life and punishment.

b. MARK 9:42-48- Hell is a place, not some make believe figment of our imagination.
c. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – God will take vengeance on those who know not God or obey the gospel with everlasting destruction. 

C. I feel like I am saved – 

a. GEN. 37:33 – Jacob felt like Joseph had been devoured by an animal, but his feeling that way did not make it so.

b. 1 CHRON. 13:7-11, 15:12-15 – David felt like it would be alright to move the ark on a new cart.  David learned his lesson and then moved the ark by the proper order given to him by God.
c. MATT. 17:5 – If we are going to be saved we must listen to Jesus and follow the proper order given to us by God.

1. Hear him – MATT. 7:24-27
2. Believe in him – JN. 1:11-12
3. Repent – LUKE 13:3
4. Confess – MATT. 10:32-33
5. Baptized – MARK 16:16
6. Then we can know we are saved because we have submitted to the proper order given to us by Jesus. 
CONCLUSION – 

Have you obeyed Jesus or you just building your own bear when it comes to religion?

Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him – HEB. 5:8-9 – 

Have you obeyed Christ?
If not do so today!!!
