BUILDING A STRONG CHURCH - 2
EPHESIANS 4:11-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Is it our desire for the church in Mary Esther to be strong?  We discussed in our lesson last week the importance of having a converted membership if we truly want the church to grow.

In order for the church here at Mary Esther to be strong what characteristics must we possess?  In order to build a strong church we must have an enlightened membership.  You might ask what you mean by the phrase “enlightened membership.”  In order for one to be enlightened they must strive to walk in the light and follow the example of Christ as given in the word of God. To help us understand what is truly meant by the phrase “enlightened membership” let us turn in our Bibles to EPH. 4:11-16.

The purpose of this lesson to help us understand what an “enlightened member” must do so the church can be strong!!!

AN ENLIGHTENED MEMBERSHIP:
I. RELIES ON DIVINE TESTIMONY – The foundation of the church must be established upon divine testimony given to us by Christ who is the head of the church.  How much do we rely on the word of God?
A. JN. 20:30-31 – Some would say we do not have divine testimony or evidence since we were not present when Jesus proved his deity.  Note what the apostle John has to say about the evidence available for us today.  We have enough evidence if we choose to believe and rely on the divine testimony given to us.

B. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – The scripture, the divine testimony, is given to us for guidance.  It is our set of instructions to guide us to perfection and maturity in Christ.  Do we follow these divine instructions?  Do we consider them God’s directions for our lives?  If we desire to be truly enlightened then we must follow these instructions.
C. MATT. 7:24-27 – In order to be enlightened we must obtain wisdom.  How do we display God’s wisdom in our lives?  If the local church is made up of people who disregard the wisdom of God it will not be a strong church.  If we rely on divine testimony we are establishing our foundation upon a rock.

D. ACTS 20:31-32 – Only the word of God can build us up and give us a heavenly inheritance.  Do you rely upon the truths given to us in the word of God?  It is the only way to be truly enlightened.   The church here in Mary Esther cannot be strong if each member does not look to the word of God which is the only thing that can build us up.
II. CANNOT FAIL TO  KNOW THE TRUTH – PREACH - PRACTICES THE TRUTH – 
A. HOSEA 4:1-6 – In days of the prophets, Hosea observed the people of God were destroyed for a lack of knowledge.  The church today cannot be strong if we do not have the knowledge of God.   Is the church today suffering from a lack of knowledge?

B. ROM. 1:18-25 - If we fail to know, practice and preach the truth we need to know that God will allow us to make this foolish decision.

C. 2 THESS. 2:10-12 – God will allow us to be deluded, if that is our choice.  But it is God’s desire that we love the truth and be saved by it.

D. 2 TIM. 4:2 – The enlightened member will demand the simplistic preaching of the word.  Do we desire to hear the word or do we desire to be entertained?  Do we desire for God to pleased with our worship or do we think worship is all about me?

III. RELIES ON EACH CHILD OF GOD BEING INFORMED – 

A. 1 PET. 3:15 - In order to have an enlightened membership each child of God must be informed so they can be prepared to give an answer.  Can you give a Bible answer for questions asked to you by others?  If the answer is no then the church cannot be as strong as it needs to be.
B. 2 TIM. 2:2 – The informed child of God will be able to teach others.

C. PHIL. 1:27 – The informed child of God will be able to conduct himself in a way that is in accord with the gospel.  He will be able to make a stand

D. EPH. 6:10-16 – We must know how to effectively use the word of God (sword) so we can stand against our adversary the devil.  We seek to avoid temptations by knowing the word of God. It becomes our avenue of escape.
E. PHIL. 1:9-10 – How can we approve what is excellent if we do not know what God has to say about the matter?  How can we “test all things and hold fast to what is good” if we cannot discern good from evil 

CONCLUSION – 

Are you an enlightened member?

You can become enlightened? How

Put your head in the book and put the book in your head!!!

