CALVINISM – PERSEVERVANCE OF THE SAINTS – 6

1 CORINTHIANS 10:12 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Perseverance of the saints, once saved always saved, or the impossibility of apostasy is the last tenet of Calvinism that we will examine in our study.  Calvin taught that since man initially has no say or participation in the procuring of his salvation he remains that way for the rest of his life.  Since it is all of God and nothing is left to man then according to Calvinistic doctrine man cannot then lose his salvation.  As a result the doctrine of “once saved always saved” had to be introduced.  As the text for our lesson clearly indicates the scriptures plainly teach that the Christian can fall. 

We will see as we study this lesson that if one does not grow in Christ they will fall and that man’s continued salvation is contingent on man’s remaining faithful to God.

CALVINISM – A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE – PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

1. SEVERED – The Bible clearly teaches we can fall away so as to lose our soul.

a. GAL. 5:4 – These Christians had been severed from Christ

b. GAL. 3:26-27 – These being addressed were the children of God, they had by faith been baptized into Christ.

c. GAL. 3:1 – They had been bewitched into following a perverted gospel.

2. ENTANGLED – A Christian can become entangled in the polluted world once again.

a. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – We can choose to go back into the world.

b. 2 TIM. 4:10 – The example of Demas.

3. CRUCIFIXION – We can take part in crucifying Christ again.

a. HEB. 6:4-6 – We can fall away so as to never return to service to God.

4. WARNINGS – God warns us we can lose our salvation.

a. HEB. 3:12 – We can depart from the living God.  We can fall away because of unbelief.

b. HEB. 4:1 – We can come short of entering into the rest we are promised in Christ.

5. WITHER – We must grow in order to sustain spiritual life.  If we do not abide in the teachings of Christ we will wither.

a. JN. 15:1-6 – We must abide in the doctrine of Christ, if not then we wither and are cast forth as a branch that will be burned.

b. MATT. 25:41 – Consequences for being lost.

6. BLOTTED – Our names can be blotted out of the book of life.

a. REV. 3:1-5 – What a dreadful thought to have your in the book of life and have it removed.

7. NO RESTORATION – If once saved always saved then why the admonitions in the Bible to restore the erring.

a. JAMES 5:19-20 – A sinner who has erred can turn from the error of his way and be saved.

b. GAL. 6:1 – We can be overtaken in a fault.  Why the command to restore if we cannot fall.

8. NO GODILINESS – If Calvin is right then there is no need for us to be Godly.

a. 2 PET. 1:5-10 – If we do these things we shall never fall, but conversely if you do not add these things to your faith you will fall.

9. NO CONFESSION – This doctrine would also discourage the confession of our sins.

a. 1 JN. 1:3-10 – If once saved always-saved then why confess our sins and why even worry about whether we are walking in light or darkness.

b. JUDE 21,24 – Our salvation is dependent up on us remaining with God.

CONCLUSION – We as disciples of Christ do not need to fall into the trap of thinking just because we have obeyed the gospel and that we have at one time made a commitment to follow Christ that we are automatically heaven bound.  We must remain faithful in our service to God.  The Calvinistic doctrine of “once saved always saved” is not true when we take an unbiased view of what God’s word clearly teaches.

