CAN WE REACH THE LOST?

LUKE 15:4-7
INTRODUCTION – In our lesson today we will consider one of the greatest men that we can read about in the Holy Scriptures. 

This man taught millions of people to follow, trust, and obey God. He was a man of great influence. If there was a Mt. Rushmore of people in the bible he would certainly be on it. Who was this man? His name is Moses. 

You might be surprised to learn that there was a time in the life of Moses when he did not want to be a leader. In fact when God called him to go to Pharaoh – Moses gave God 5 excuses hoping to avoid this task – EX. 3:10 – 4:10.
If we are truthful with ourselves don’t we sometimes act just like Moses? God wanted Moses to lead his people out of physical bondage (from Egypt- Canaan), and today he wants us to lead people out of spiritual bondage of sin – MARK 16:15-16 – but like Moses we sometimes make excuses to avoid this great work God has given to us.  
When Moses made the excuses it was not because he did not want to help his people, but it was because he lacked confidence in himself. Isn’t this also often the case with many of us – we want to help people know about Jesus but we lack the confidence in ourselves and as a result we make excuses as to why we cannot do this great work given to us by God.

God wants us to understand two things: 1.) There are no excuses for us not reaching the lost, 2.) We can reach the lost if we use all the tools God has given us to be successful.

The purpose of this lesson is to look at the 5 excuses given by Moses to God. These excuse used by Moses are some of the same excuses we give God today. If God did not accept them then he will not accept them today. Let’s open our bibles and begin our study!

FIVE EXCUSES MOSES GAVE GOD –

I. EXCUSE #1 – I AM NO ONE SPECIAL
A. EX. 3:10-11 - Moses thought he was no one special. Has this same thought ever crossed your mind? Moses did not think he was qualified to stand before the mighty Pharaoh.

B. EX. 3:12 – God eliminates the excuses of Moses with promises. God gave two promises to Moses. First he told Moses he would be with him and his presence would give him the power he needed to stand before Pharaoh. He also promised Moses that one day his people would worship on Mt. Horeb. Are we guilty of using this same excuse today?

C. 1 PET. 2:9-10 – Since we are the children of God then we are special so we need to eliminate the negative perception (perception is reality) we have of ourselves that we will never be successful winning lost souls.
D. MATT. 28:20 – I know we can be successful because just as God promised to be with Moses – Jesus has promised to be with us at all times.  We are never alone as we attempt to teach the lost the gospel of Christ. 

E. ROM. 1:16 – God promises us that the gospel has the power of God to save souls. We can and will be successful if we share the good news with others. God wants us to know that thinking we are not special is nothing but an excuse. We can be successful reaching the lost!

II. EXCUSE #2 – I WILL NOT KNOW HOW TO ANSWER THEIR QUESTIONS
A. EX. 3:13-19 – Moses gave God another excuse, “What if I can’t answer a question?” Moses was worried about what he would say to the people. Isn’t this a common excuse we use also? We fear being in a bible study and potentially being stumped by a question. This may happen sometimes but it does not mean we stop talking to people.
B. 2 PET. 1:1-4 – The truth is we have everything we need from God’s word to teach the lost. Three reasons for confidence – 

a. JN. 8:32, 17:17 – We have the truth that will set men free and sanctify them to do the work of God. 

b. JUDE 3 – We have the complete revelation of God and it is the same message that has convinced millions to trust and obey Jesus.

c. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Our job is to study and prepare ourselves for the opportunities to teach others. This how we overcome fear thru preparation. God has given us everything we need to be successful.

III. EXCUSE #3 – I DO NOT THINK THE PEOPLE WILL BELIEVE ME
A. EX. 4:1 – Moses thought that some of the Israelites might not believe what he said about God. God quickly dismissed this excuse.

B. EX. 4:2-9 – God gave Moses three signs to convince the people and he was to continue on even if some did not believe.

C. 1 COR. 3:1-6 – We cannot allow doubt or rejection of truth by some to stop us from reaching the lost. Our job as Christians is to share the truth with others.  When we plant and water God will give the increase.
D. ACTS 13:45-46 – I.E. – Paul and Barnabas – They gave the people the opportunity to learn, but the truth is some rejected the message of the gospel even as presented by Paul.  If it happened to him it will also happen to us! But this is not an excuse for us to use.

IV. EXCUSE #4 – I AM NOT A GOOD SPEAKER
A. EX. 4:10-12 – Moses thought his lack of experience and eloquence as a speaker would be a good enough excuse to get him out of his responsibility, but he was wrong.

B. 1 COR. 2:4-5 – This is one of the most common excuses used by brethren to avoid the responsibility they have to teach others the gospel. It is not about how well we speak that will determine if someone comes to Jesus – it is about the message we present. (not that we should try to butcher the English language).

C. ACTS 18:24 – Apollos was an eloquent speaker, but Paul was just as effective as Apollos because they preached the same gospel – the same message that has the power to save. Some will have better speaking skills than others, but all of us can be successful. There is no excuse for not teaching and reaching the lost.
V. EXCUSE #5 – I AM NOT AS QUALIFIED AS OTHERS
A. EX. 4:14 – Moses offers his final excuse to God. Since Moses did not want to go before Pharaoh and the children of Israel he thought God could find someone else better prepared to do his job. The response angered God, but God did not give up on Moses. He allowed Aaron to go with him, but he did not let Moses off the hook – he still had work that God had given him to do.

B. EPH. 4:16 – Have you ever thought someone else was better equipped to teach the lost than you? This is a common problem in the church today. When people who are Christians think like this they eventually convince themselves that teaching and reaching the lost is only for a select few. This is one of the great tragedies in the Lord’s church today and one of the biggest reasons the church is not growing as in times past.  If need be then team up with someone just as Moses did with Aaron.  God wants us to know and understand that we still have a responsibility to fulfill. Are you doing your share?
CONCLUSION – 

Moses began with excuses.

Moses ended up being a great servant of God!

Let’s get rid of our excuses and know that we can reach souls for Christ our King.

