CAN WE UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE?

2 PETER 3:16
INTRODUCTION - Many today believe the bible is just too hard to understand and that is why a clergy laity system is needed so we can have others explain the word of God to us.  Even thought there are some difficult passages in the Bible the main problem that confronts our understanding of the word of God is when we twist the scriptures.

UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE:

1. REVELATION – “A laying bare, making naked.”  In order to understand the Bible we must understand revelation.
A. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – The scriptures are inspired (God breathed) they did not come from human wisdom.

B. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – The scriptures were revealed uncovered, unveiled as inspired men were moved by the Holy Spirit.
C. 1 COR. 2:10 – In the NT disclosure of truth has been revealed by the Holy Spirit.

2. WHY REVELATION IS NEEDED?
A. JER. 10:23 – We need instruction and guidance

B. PROV. 16:25 – Man left to his own wisdom will inevitably draw the wrong conclusion.
C. 1 COR. 1:21 – We cannot know God by human wisdom.

3. CAN WE UNDERSTAND THIS REVELATION?
A. Many in the religious world say we cannot understand the bible.  The Catholic position as stated by Cardinal Gibbons in Faith of our Fathers, 94th edition; pg. 89-90 – “We must conclude that the scriptures alone cannot be a sufficient guide and rule of faith because they cannot at anytime be within the reach of every inquirer, because they are not of themselves intelligible, even in matters of highest importance, and because they do not contain all the truths necessary for salvation.”  The denominational attitude is that creeds must be written to explain and interpret the bible and that an educated clergy must break it down and explain it to the laity.
B. MATT. 5:6 – God promises those who hunger and thirst shall be filled.
C. JN. 8:32 – We must have knowledge of the truth to be set free.

D. EPH. 3:3-5 – God did not speak to us so he would not be understood but so we can understand his will.

E. EPH. 5:17 – If we want to be wise then understand the will of the Lord.
4. HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND REVELATION?
A. Do not twist the scriptures?  Keep them in context and know who is speaking and to whom the writer is speaking.

B. GEN. 6:13-18 – God is speaking to Noah – Do we need to build an ark today to be faithful to God?  Why God is not speaking to us but to Noah.  He established this covenant with him!!!  Context
C. GEN. 22:1-3 – God told Abraham to offer his only son Isaac.  Are we required to offer our sons today?  Why not?  Context

D. DEUT. 5:1-5 – Who is speaking?  Moses Who is he speaking to? Israel Who did God make the covenant with?  Children of Israel - Verse 3 – Not you and me

5. WHY ALL THE CONFUSION? Most religious problems are caused by not distinguishing between the covenants of the OT and NT.  ROM. 15:4
A. MATT. 17:1-5 – This is my beloved Son - Hear him!!!  Not Moses or the prophets but Christ.
B. HEB. 1:1-3 – Under the new covenant we listen to Jesus.

C. HEB. 9:15-17 – Answers the question why did the covenant change.

D. COL. 2:13-14 – By his death he nailed the old law (old covenant) to the cross and brought into the new covenant.

6. THE BIBLE MUST BE ITS OWN INTERPRETER – Avoid statements such as “I know what that means” but rather the bible says or Jesus taught us.
A. ROM. 5:1- Does this scripture teach salvation by faith only as some claim today? Is this all God has to say about justification?  There is a difference between contradiction and additional information.
B. ROM. 5:9 – Justified by blood of Christ
C. 1 COR. 6:11 – Justified in the name of the Lord

D. TITUS 3:7 – Justified by grace

E. JAMES 2:24 – Justified by works

7. WE CANNOT USE THE COMMANDS OF GOD AGAINST EACH OTHER – We must care enough to obey all the commands of God.
A. ROM. 10:1-2 – Our zeal must be according to knowledge

B. ACTS 10:1-2 – Devout zealous man but needed to hear the words of life from Peter 11:14
C. TITUS 1:2 – God cannot lie there can be no contradictions.

D. LUKE 13:3 – This God who cannot lie say we must repent or we will perish.

E. ROM. 10:9-10 – Can we be saved without confession – I.E. – JN. 12:42-43 – they would not confess.  Were they saved? 

F. MARK 16:15-16 – Jesus who cannot lie said we must believe and be baptized  I.E. Ethiopian Eunuch – ACTS 8:35
CONCLUSION – 

Can we understand the Bible?
Can we know how God would have us to live? 

Can we understand what we need to do to become a child of God?

HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him? 
