CELERATION OF CHRISTMAS IN HISTORY...
Sextus Julius Africanus popularized the idea that Jesus was born on December 25 in his Chronographiai, a reference book...written in 221 AD. - Wikipedia, “Christmas”

a. Based on the assumption that Jesus died on March 25

b. Based on a Jewish belief that prophets died on the same date as their conception

c. Thus if Jesus was conceived on March 25, then He was born nine months later (assuming a gestation period lasting exactly nine months)

2. However, Orthodox churches celebrate the birth of Jesus on Jan 6th or 7th
-- The fact is that no really knows what day, month, or year Jesus was born

      1. The identification of the birth date of Jesus did not at first

         inspire feasting or celebration - Wikipedia, "Christmas"
         a. Tertullian does not mention it as a major feast day

         b. In 245 A.D, Origen denounced the idea of celebrating Jesus'

            birthday

         c. The earliest reference to Christmas is in a calendar in 354

            A.D.

         d. Soon after it was introduced to Constantinople (379),

            Antioch (380), Alexandria (430)

      2. Among Protestant churches, especially in the US - ibid.
         a. During the Reformation, Protestants condemned Christmas as

            "trappings of popery" (Christmas literally means "the Mass

            of Christ", or "mass on Christ's day")

         b. England's Puritan rulers banned it in 1647, it was

            reinstated in 1660

         c. Puritans of New England disapproved of Christmas, it was

            outlawed from 1659 to 1681

         d. Christmas fell out of favor in the US after the American

            Revolution, as it was considered an English custom

         e. Interest in Christmas in America was revived through novels

            by Washington Irvin and by immigrants from Europe bringing

            their customs

         f. Christmas was declared a U.S. federal holiday in 1870
The annual observance of the birth of Christ has been adopted

only after great controversy among both Catholic and Protestant   churches
