
CHOICES


Each day of our lives is filled with choices, from the time we wake up in the morning until we pillow our head at night.  Our ability to make choices that are pleasing to God is significantly increased if we mold our thoughts to God’s thoughts – Isa. 55:8-9. 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” When we stop and reflect upon the wisdom of God as viewed through His creation, we are often awestruck by His genius.  God gave man, the crowning point of His creation, the ability to choose.  In Gen. 2:19-20, we recall the account of Adam naming the animals. “And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.” 


The aspect of God’s creative wisdom that we will consider in this sermon is that God, in His love for us, gave man this ability to make choices.  This principle is clearly taught in the New Testament – Rom. 6:16 –18 “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.

Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” God, with all His creative power, could certainly have created man in such a way that He would have programmed man to obey.  Instead, God, in His wisdom, gave us this ability to choose.  Let’s look at some examples from the Old Testament – Rom. 15:4. “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”

5 OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES RELATING TO CHOICE

1. Adam & Eve – Gen. 2:15-17; Gen. 3:1-7 - In the Garden the choice was made to disobey God.

2. Cain & Abel – Gen. 4:2-8; Heb. 11:4 - Cain chose to offer an unauthorized sacrifice to God.   

3. Noah – Gen. 6:13-14, 22; Heb. 11:7 – Noah chose to do all that God commanded him and was saved from the flood.  Those who perished in the flood chose to not heed the warnings given by Noah.

4. Abraham – Gen. 22:1-3, 7-13; Heb. 11:17-19 – He was willing to offer His Son of promise.

5. Joshua – Joshua 24:15 – Joshua boldly stated the choice he had made, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”.

3 NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES RELATING TO CHOICE

1.  Parable of the two sons asked to go to the vineyard – Matt. 21:28-31 – This 

parable not only illustrates our ability to choose but also our ability to change our mind about choices we make.

       2.  Parable of the talents – Matt. 25:14-19 – Some of the servants chose to use their 

talents, but one chose not to use it.

3. Parable of the 10 virgins – Matt. 25:1-11 – Five virgins chose to be prepared       

while five virgins made the foolish choice to make no preparation.

As we are reminded by the examples above, there will always be consequences or rewards for our choices.  As parents we strive to teach our children this principle at an early age, i.e. the stove is hot – do not touch it.  As Christians we are like the children in the above example that oftentimes hear what God says to us through His Word but choose to ignore it and rebel against His authority.  God certainly allows us this freedom to choose since He created us with this innate ability.  We need to constantly remember our choices carry with them consequences.  The beautiful aspect of God’s plan for us is when we make the choices that please God and are according to His word, we will reap the benefits of exercising our trust in God. – Rev. 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”

The most important choice in life I can make is to obey God and keep His commandments (Eccl. 12:13-14) “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” ( Heb. 5:8-9), “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered. And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;” yet there are some people in the religious world who teach that God has predetermined and selected those who will serve Him separate and apart from their freewill choice.  This doctrine is without Biblical support, in fact it is in stark contrast to God’s word which teaches us in Acts 10:34 “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:”
God created us as autonomous human beings who are responsible for our choices.  The transition from youth to adulthood is all about learning to make the right decisions and responsible choices.  Likewise the transition from a babe in Christ to a mature Christian is all about learning to make choices that will please God.  If we want to please God we must choose to live by faith and obey His instructions. –Heb. 11:6; “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Rom. 10:17; “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Heb. 5:8-9; as previously quoted above.

Are the choices in your life pleasing to God?  If they are not then choose TODAY to REPENT, turning away from your life of sin and TURNING to GOD in faith and obedience 

10 CHOICES I CAN MAKE EVERYDAY

1. I CAN START MY DAY WITH PRAYER OR I CAN TRY TO FACE THE TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS OF THIS DAY ALONE.  I CHOOSE TO PRAY

2. I CAN HAVE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE OR I CAN HAVE A NEGATIVE ATTITUDE.  I CHOOSE TO HAVE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE.

3. I CAN WEAR A SMILE OR A FROWN.  I CHOOSE TO SMILE.

4. I CAN BE ANXIOUS AND WORRY ABOUT THE CARES OF THIS WORLD OR I CAN TRUST GOD AND HAVE CONFIDENCE HE WILL SUSTAIN ME.  I CHOOSE TO TRUST GOD

5. I CAN ALWAYS LOOK OUT FOR #1 OR I CAN BE A FRIEND TO OTHERS.  I CHOOSE TO BE A FRIEND

6. I CAN CHOOSE TO LAY UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH.  I CHOOSE HEAVEN

7. I CAN TAKE RELATIONSHIPS WITH BRETHREN, FAMILY,AND FRIENDS FOR GRANTED OR I CAN TELL SOMEONE I LOVE AND APPRECIATE WHAT THEY DO FOR ME.  I CHOOSE LOVE.

8. I CAN BE LAZY,INDIFFERENT, AND SLOTHFUL OR I CAN FERVENT, ENERGETIC, AND TIRELESSLY WORKING IN GOD’S KINGDOM.  I CHOOSE TO WORK

9. I CAN WASTE MY TIME  OR I CAN INVEST MY TIME.  I CHOOSE TO INVEST MY TIME.

10. I CAN BE PART OF THE PROBLEM OR I CAN BE PART OF THE SOLUTION. I CHOOSE TO BE PART OF THE SOLUTION 
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