CHOOSE YOU THIS DAY

JOSHUA 24:15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Each and everyday of our life is full of decisions.  Already today we have decided to come together as God’s people and worship him as the true and living God.  The scriptures plainly show that God gives us the opportunity to make the choices independently – he has not created us as robots or creatures without the ability to choose.  ROM. 6:16-18 – This scripture teaches that we are autonomous human beings possessing the power and freedom to choose - Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
Even though we have the freedom to choose there are certain things we can’t choose – Wait a minute you just said we had the ability to choose – MATT. 6:24 – No man can choose to serve two masters, we must make a choice as to whom we will serve; God or mammon - "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 
As we make this choice today whom we will serve let’s hope we make the right decision as Joshua of old did in our text – JOS. 24:15 – The question to us today is whom will we serve? Christ or Satan.

Let’s examine the two choices – 

1. Christ – ACTS 2:36 – God hath made Jesus both Lord and Christ - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 
2. Attitude of the Savior -  PHIL. 2:5-11 – This is something we need to think about - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  What type of fight am I involved in, if I choose Jesus? -  Spiritual warfare - 1 TIM. 6:12 – Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. We are fighting the good fight of faith trying to lay hold on eternal life

3. Satan – If we choose Satan what have we chosen? – JN. 8:44 – A father who will be a murderer and liar - You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.
4. Choosing Satan is choosing darkness and blindness – 2 COR. 4:3-4 – Satan will blind us so we will not believe – But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.  How many people are willing to give up their eyesight today? – No one, Blindness is called a handicap – Why would we choose to serve Satan who would spiritually blind us and handicap our ability to serve God?

The obvious choice is that we should choose to serve Christ and that is what we want to convince you to do today.  Remember the decision is yours as to whom you will serve:

1. IF YOU CHOOSE CHRIST - CHOSEN THE TRUTH – 

A. 1 TIM.  2:3-4 – God wants all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth – Why? For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
B. The truth purifies our souls – 1 PET. 1:22-23 – And we put our faith and hope in God not man.  Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 
C. The truth that we are to obey is contained in the gospel – ROM.1:16 – The gospel contains the power of God to save not the teachings of men – GAL. 1:9-12 –As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.    I.E. – Baptism – MK. 16:15-16
D. If you choose to serve Satan you are choosing to follow after error – 2 PET. 3:17 - You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;   Following error causes one to fall – Many people err today by following the creeds of men – Listening to Satan – doctrine does not matter.  Is that true?

E. MATT. 15:8-9 – Jesus said doctrine does matter – 'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' There was something in the doctrine of the scribes and Pharisees that did not please God – vs.5 They had changed what God said –2000 religious groups – each of which differ doctrinally from what the Bible teaches.

F. Paul warned that there were those perverting the truth already in his day – GAL. 1:6-9 – Changing the truth can only lead to error - I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.
2. IF YOU CHOOSE CHRIST - CHOSEN THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS  

A. God wants us to be a peculiar people – TITUS 2:11-14 – Zealous of the good works of God – the ones he has authorized in his word - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. 
B. Because we are a peculiar people – We have a special name to wear – ACTS 11:26 – Disciples were called Christians first in Antioch – Christians/ disciples are those who obey the instructions of Christ – The truth can only make us free if we obey it. And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 
C. In contrast those who are not following after truth are not free but rather they are bound by Satan and are following after unrighteousness – God’s wrath will be brought upon the unrighteous- ROM. 1:18 – For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
D. If you choose to serve Satan and walk in unrighteousness then God considers you a sinner – EPH.2:1-3 – Notice their condition in sin – they were dead, but you do not have to remain in sin, the Ephesian brethren did not remain in this condition they choose to do something about it. And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.
E. Jesus came into this world to save you and me – 1 TIM. 1:15 – Christ chose to provide salvation for us, what is our decision in regard to this salvation - This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 
3. IF YOU CHOOSE CHRIST – CHOSEN THE NARROW WAY – 

A. As disciples of Christ we have chosen the narrow way – MATT. 7:13-14 – This is the path we must walk in. "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
B. The narrow way is the way of holiness – We are called to walk in this path – There is only one body or church and Christ is the head of that body – COL. 1:18 - And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. Following after Christ is indeed a narrow religion and many cannot accept the fact that Christ is the savior of only one body, his church – In spite of the scriptures – Many still refuse to believe that there is one body – the church of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ – They ignore these Bible truths and as a result they are on the broad path that leads to destruction.  
C. By ignoring Christ and the narrow way and choosing the broad path they cause division – that is not wanted by God. – 1 COR.1:10-13 - Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, "I am of Paul," or "I am of Apollos," or "I am of Cephas," or "I am of Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
D. Those who cause division serve not the Lord Jesus Christ – ROM. 16:17-18 - Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.
4. IF YOU CHOOSE CHRIST – CHOSEN THE LIGHT

A. Jesus is the light – JN. 8:12 – If we follow Jesus we do not walk in darkness, but in the light. Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 
B. 1 JN. 1:3-7 – We cannot walk in darkness and serve Christ - that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.
C. JN. 3:19-20 – Those who serve Satan do not like to be exposed to light – I.E. – cockroach - And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
D. No communion between light and darkness – 2 COR. 6:14 – Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 
E. God wants us to be delivered from the power of darkness – COL. 1:13-14  - He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
CONCLUSION –

If we choose to serve Christ we have an inheritance in heaven. There will be no deals made on the judgment day to gain entrance into heaven.  What is your decision heaven or hell?  Don’t make a foolish decision as to whom you will serve.  Constantly tell our children to make good decision that it is part of growing up. Consequence of poor decision – everlasting fire

The question to you today is whom are you going to choose to serve?  Choose you this day.

If you are not diligently striving to serve the Lord and you are only giving half hearted service to God, if you are lukewarm, indifferent, or you know you should obey the gospel, but you keep saying I will one day, then you are serving Satan. You can make things right with God today – Be like Joshua and choose to serve the Lord.  You only have one life to give Satan or God?

