CHRIST WILL REMOVE THE CANDLESTICK - 4
REV. 2:1-7 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In front of our building we have a sign that reads church of Christ in Mary Esther.  Just because we have that sign out front does that automatically mean we are recognized by God as such? – REV. 2:1-7 – This scripture teaches that Christ can remove the candlestick or lamp stand from its place and that is why he is warning the church at Ephesus to return to its first love.  We do not know when this takes place and only Christ has the authority to do so but God has given us certain clues as to when the sign out front is no longer recognized by Christ and he removes the candlestick from that local “church of Christ” that is no longer submitting to his will.

CHRIST WILL REMOVE THE CANDLESTICK WHEN WE:
I. APOSTATISE FROM THE PATTERN GIVEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT – 

A. EX. 25:9 – God does give us patterns to allow us to understand how to accomplish his will.

B. ACTS 7:44 - Moses was told to make all things according to the pattern given to him by God.
C. 2 TIM. 1:13 – Paul exhorts Timothy to hold fast to the pattern

D. PHIL. 4:14-16 – Just as Moses we should do all things according to the pattern. The New Testament reveals very clearly how gospel preachers should be supported.  Paul states that he was sent his "needs" directly.  The "church of Christ" in Phillipi sent unto him directly his "needs" when he was in Macedonia and Thessalonica.  Here is the account of the Holy Spirit re​vealing that God has authorized the local "church of Christ" to send support and financial assistance directly to the preacher.  It is a de​parture from the DIVINE PATTERN for any "church of Christ" to channel its support for a preacher of the truth through ANY OTHER LOCAL CHURCH or ANY TYPE of organization set up by man.  God never intended for "the middleman" to exist in his Kingdom.  Every organization built by man will "take a slice" of that which they receive before they forward it to the respective preacher for whom it is meant.  NEITHER does God give ANY LOCAL "church of Christ" the authority to be a sponsor of another "church of Christ" or sponsor of a preacher.  The church sending support to the preacher does not have ANY AUTHORITY over the work being done by the preacher and the congregation where he is.  What about his pattern in worship and in his plan of salvation.

II. UNIONIZE WITH THE RELIGIOUS – 

A. GAL. 1:6-9 - Unity can only exist where two or more follow the same standard.  And UNITY IN CHRIST can only exist where all men follow the "gospel of Christ" ONLY. Christians cannot be united in Christ with anyone who has not become a "Christian" according to God's true plan of Salvation.  I.E. – Letter from church in Destin

B. HEB. 11:6 – God says faith is necessary in order to please him.

C. ROM. 10:17 – Paul said the source of our faith is the word of God.
D. LUKE 13:3 – Jesus said we must repent or perish.  So if man says it is not necessary who are you going to hear?
E. ROM. 10:9-10 – The Bible is clear that it teaches confession must be made with our mouth.  Confess to what?   Jesus Christ is the Son of God!!!

F. MARK 16:15-16 – Jesus also said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved.”  What did the apostles teach to whom he gave this great commission?

G. ACTS 2:36-47 - When the Jews on Pentecost did all of these things proclaimed by Peter thru inspiration of the Holy Spirit, God added them to the "Lord's church" these things can be read and therefore, are proven to be true.  If a man does not follow this plan, HE IS NOT A CHRISTIAN, and it makes no difference what "he may think" for GOD SAYS HE IS NOT.  There is not a Christian in any organization or religious body established by man.  God only puts Christians in his church.  There is no possibility to have an "In​ternational Christians' Conference" consisting of members of the "Baptist, Methodist, or Catholic" or any church.  It may be true that there are "good people" in all denominations, but there are NO CHRISTIANS in any denomination.  'For a "church of Christ" to make some kind of "spiritual alliance" with a DENOMINATION OF ANY KIND constitutes infidelity to Christ.

III. PARALYZE TRUTHFUL PREACHING AND TEACHING – 

A. 1 TIM. 4:1-5 – Paul by the Spirit says some would depart from the faith and turn to fables.

B. 2 TIM. 4:3 – They will heap to themselves teachers after their own lust which implies that they would not put up with those who would preach the truth, but would reject and attempt to persecute them and kill them.  

C. JN. 8:31-32 - Instead of wanting to hear the truth that would free them they gave heed to "seducing spirits and doctrines of demons" There are many "churches of Christ" in the United States which would not allow me to preach this series of lessons in their pulpit.  Why?  Because it shows that their practices and work is contradictory to the scriptures.  These lessons would reflect that "Christ had already removed their candlestick" or WAS GETTING READY TO.

D. 1 TIM. 6:3-5 - Jesus states that no man has the right to "teach a different gospel" Only the SOUND WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST and the doctrine according to godliness.  For any "church of Christ" to paralyze the proclamation of truth is to rebel against Christ, which will bring a REMOVAL OF THEIR CANDLESTICK 

E. REV. 2:16 - Again I say that "WHEN" Christ removes a candlestick is in his providence NOT MINE.

F. 2 COR. 4:4-5 - A "church of Christ" must be sound on every teaching of Christ and God if they want to reflect the "glorious light of his eternal word.

CONCLUSION – 

The sign out front is correct, but are we doing what God authorizes as his work for the church and do we have the right attitude toward following his pattern. 

Do we follow the pattern of Christ and extend fellowship to those whom God has fellowship with or do we seek the way of man – unity in diversity.

Do we desire to hear powerful preaching of the truth?  Do we turn away from his instruction that he has given for our lives?

Let us always strive to exalt Christ as King in our lives maybe we wear the right name – Christian. We have the right name on the outside but what is going on inside our lives?

Maybe you do not wear the right name – ACTS 11:26 – the disciples were called “Christians” first in Antioch. You can begin wearing the name given by God today if you will obey his Son – Jesus and obtain the salvation only available in his name.
