CHRIST WILL REMOVE THE CANLESTICK - 6

REVELATION 2:1-7 – TEXT
INBTRODUCTION - In front of our building we have a sign that reads church of Christ in Mary Esther.  Just because we have that sign out front does that automatically mean we are recognized by God as such? – REV. 2:1-7 – This scripture teaches that Christ can remove the candlestick or lamp stand from its place and that is why he is warning the church at Ephesus to return to its first love.  We do not know when this takes place and only Christ has the authority to do so but God has given us certain clues as to when the sign out front is no longer recognized by Christ and he removes the candlestick from that local “church of Christ” that is no longer submitting to his will.

CHRIST WILL REMOVE THE CANDLESTICK:

I. LOCAL CHURCHES CENTRALIZE OVERSIGHT – 

A. 1 PET. 5:1-4 - God states very plainly that Elders were overseers of the "flock among them This limits the oversight of one church to its own work only.  Each church must preach and teach the gospel, to the extent of its own ability.

B. 1 THESS. 1:8-9 - The "church of Christ" in Thessalonica realized this. God has not authorized ANY LOCAL CHURCH to "oversee, or control" the WORK or MONEY of another LOCAL CHURCH.  Any "church of Christ" who does this is "usurping the authority of Christ".  This certainly means that the "church of Christ" who begs and drains other (perhaps smaller or larger) churches of their funds to preach the gospel is "EITHER MISSING A CANDLESTICK", or will eventually have their "candlestick" removed by Christ.  It is cer​tainly tragic to see a group of men who (say they love God, and claim to be walking in the light of his word, and who occupy the responsibility of Elder) to plan a "WORLD-WIDE" program of Evangelism, which they cannot fund them​selves.  But for the "glory thereof" they ask hundreds and thousands of other "churches of Christ" to disobey God and send them their funds and they will oversee and sponsor this great undertaking.  NEVER do we read about a "church of Christ" in the New Testament that did this.  Many large "churches" are overseeing the work of many smaller ones and THIS IS SINFUL AND DISRESPECTFUL unto God who gave us the perfect plan of autonomy.  Under God's plan if one church should go astray, it will not pull others with it into error, for it is not tied to another.  Under man's system, if the "headquarters church or sponsoring church" goes astray, those churches connected to it will also follow into error, its so-called SPONSORING CHURCH. 
II. UTLIZE THE LORD’S MONEY FALSELY – 

A. ACTS 5:1-5 - It is plain to see that when a Christian "lays by him in store" that this money is NOT HIS ANYMORE, but is sanctified for the service and purpose of God.
B. 2 COR. 9:7 - For any Christian or church to utilize this free-will offering for any purpose other than what God hath said it is to be used for constitutes DISOBEDIENCE to God.  For example, suppose a local "church of Christ" decides that they think it would be a GOOD WORK to build an "unwed mother's home" with its funds.  Can a "church of Christ" do this and be found pleasing unto God?

C. I TIM.5:16 – Again we appeal to the scriptures. Paul says No. Let not the church be charged is the cry of the inspired apostle Paul.  No New Testament church ever did this; NEITHER does God give his church authority to do so. Caring for the needs of anyone THAT ISN'T A CHRISTIAN is an individual task for every Christian (Jas.1:8, 13, 19, 23, 27). If the church has authority to "build an unwed mother's home to take care of widows" then by the same passage they could build an "unwed father's home to take care of widowers".  To argue other​wise would be the height of "inconsistency".  BUT THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER IS: neither one is the "work of the church".  

D. JAMES 1:27 - The same holds true with Orphans or the Father-less this is ONLY the work of individual Christians and for the Lord's church in any local to endeavor to support them from the treasury of the church, would be contrary to God's law.  
E. MATT. 7:21-23 - They would be guilty of "iniquity or lawlessness".  God states the eternal fate of those guilty of "working iniquity." When can the Lord's church from its treasury provide care for an orphan?  

F. ROM. 15:25-26; 12:13 - Only when that person is a "needy saint" is the Lord's church to perform the benevolence themselves.  They are not authorized to send "money or support" to a human benevolent organization to see that the "needy saint" is cared for.  In reality God's way is far better than man's concepts of how to provide benevolence for God's way provides personal contact and spiritual growth, on the part of both the one being assisted, and the one doing the assisting.

III. INSTITUTIONALIZE SPIRITUAL EDUCATION – 

A. EPH. 4:16 - God teaches that the "church of the Lord" is sufficient to "increase itself and edify and build up itself in love".  The church of our Lord is the only "organiza​tion" which God equipped to furnish "spiritual education" to its members.  

B. 1 COR. 12:7-11 - When the church in the New Testament was in its infancy stage God gave "spiritual gifts" whereby the church was edified and built up (ROM. 1:11).  God gave these gifts to no other organization neither could they be obtained through another organization or institution.  

C. 1 COR. 13:8-10 - When "spiritual gifts ceased" then God gave the church his completed and perfect "revelation".  The church is equipped with every necessary edification tool to enable the church to build up it​self in love.  

D. EPH. 4:11-12 - God gave some to be "apostles, prophets, pastors, evangelists, and some teachers".  And he gave these gifts to the church for (V.12) the work of the ministry, for the per​fecting of the saints, and for the building up of the body of Christ.  These responsible but important gifts cannot be found in any other organization except the Lord's church.  Again it is interesting to note that the Lord's church never needed or ever used any organization to accomplish the teaching of its member’s spiritual truths of God's word.

E. 2 TIM. 3:15 - Just as individual parents in the Old Testament were to teach their children about God and his requirements of them (DEUT 6:6-9), so also are parents today in the Lord's church to feed their children "spiritual food" all during their childhood.  If parents will do this as individual Christians, and this teaching is coupled with the "edification and education" the local "church of Christ" furnishes which they are members of, then young people can and will be fit as servants of God.  The church is "equipped, furnished, and charged" by God to edify itself.  From within the ranks of the church all "Elders, and Deacons, and Evangelists, and Teachers" should come.  The church is commissioned by God to produce them.  This the church can do without the aid of any "organization or institution".  No organization-should think itself capable of supplanting the Lord's body.

CONCLUSION – 

It is my prayer that all "Christians" would unite together in Christ on the basis of the "Gospel of Christ" which is the truth (JN. 17:17). 

 Let us relentlessly strive to keep the Lord's church where we are attending faithful to Christ and obedient unto his words.  

The beginning place must be with my own self.  Let us ever move forward with the "shield of faith in our hand" and the "sword of the Spirit" in our hearts and lives to win precious souls to Christ.  

Above all else let our "love for God and his Son and his word and his Kingdom" be the motivation for every activity we undertake.

