CONTRASTS OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
MATTHEW 5-7

INTRODUCTION – Many sermons and lessons from the message on the mountain have brought enlightening people to the doctrine put forth by our Savior Jesus.  What we want to notice today as we study this sermon are the contrasting points brought out by Jesus as he teaches those present that day.

CONTRASTS OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT:
1. TWO DOCTRINES – 

A. MATT. 5:31-32 – “Furthermore it has been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.'  32. "But I say to you that  whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual  immorality  causes  her  to  commit  adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.
a. What Jesus Says - ACTS 3:22 – For Moses truly said to the fathers, 'The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet  like  me  from  your  brethren.  Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.
b. What others say - 1 JN. 4:1 – Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
2. TWO MOTIVES – 

A. MATT. 6:1-4 – "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.  2. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  3. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  4. that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who  sees  in  secret  will  Himself  reward  you openly.
a. Approval of God – GAL. 1:10 – For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.
b. Praise of Men – JN. 12:42-43 – Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;  43. for they loved  the  praise  of  men  more  than  the  praise of God.
3. TWO RIGHTEUOSNESSES – 

A. MATT. 6:16-18 – "Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.   17. But  you,  when  you  fast, anoint  your  head  and  wash  your  face,  18. so that  you  do  not  appear  to  men  to  be  fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.
a. Inward – MATT. 22:37 – Jesus said to him, " 'You shall  love  the  LORD  your  God  with  all your  heart,  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all your mind‘.
b. Outward – MATT. 23:27-28 – Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  28. Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
4. TWO TREASURES – 

A. MATT. 6:19-21 – "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;  20. but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
a. Heavenly – COL. 3:1-2 – If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  2. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
b. Earthly - 1 JN. 2:15 – Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
5. TWO PHILOSOPHIES – 

A. MATT. 6:25-34 – "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  26. Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  27. Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?  28. So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;  29. and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  30. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  31. Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  32. "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  34. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own  things.  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  its  own trouble.
a. Trust in God – HEB. 13:5-6 – Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."   6. So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not  fear.  What  can  man do to me?”
b. Fear and anxiety – REV. 21:8 – But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”
6. TWO WAYS – 

A. MATT. 7:13-14 – “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  14. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
a. Straight and narrow – JN. 14:6 – Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
b. Wide and broad - 2 PET. 2:1-2 – But there were also false prophets among  the  people,  even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought  them,  and  bring on themselves swift destruction.  2. And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.
7. TWO BUILDERS – 

A. MATT. 7:24-27 – "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:  25. and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds  blew  and  beat  on  that  house;  and  it  did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  26. Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:  27. and the rain descended,  the  floods  came,  and  the  winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."
a. On the Rock – HEB. 5:8-9 – though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.  9. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,
b. On the Sand - 2 THESS. 1:8-9 – in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
CONCLUSION – 
What is Jesus trying to teach us in his message from the Mountain?  He is teaching the contrast and differences between eternal life and eternal destruction.  

Who are you going to choose to listen to Jesus or others? 

Do you want to be wise or foolish? 

On what are you building your life? 
