COUNTING THE COST
LUKE 14:27-33 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Have you ever wondered why those who obey the gospel often times fall away from their service and duty to the Lord and become unfaithful?   The scriptures indeed warn of the dangers of backsliding.  2 PET. 2:20-22 - For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." 

Maybe the reason men turn from the ways of righteousness is because they simply did not count the cost of being a disciple – LUKE 14:27-33 - And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it-- 29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' 31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. 

Maybe we need to ask ourselves the question how much is the kingdom of God worth to me – MATT. 13:44-46 - "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. Is the truth precious enough to me that I would give up anything in order to diligently seek after it?  If the answer to this question is yes then and it is worth the cost then the next thing that must be determined is do I have enough patience and diligence to endure to the end. MATT. 24:11-13 - Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

WHAT TYPE OF SACRIFICES WILL WE HAVE TO MAKE?
I. FAMILY – 

A. LUKE 14:25-26 – Must I really hate my family? No, I must love my family less than I love the Lord.  God must have top priority.

B. MATT. 10:34-39 – Jesus says a man’s foes could very well be those of his own household. We cannot allow those of our own household to interfere with our discipleship.
C. MARK 13:12-13 – Example of what would happen to families during the destruction of Jerusalem.

D. LUKE 9:57-62 – Once we put our hand to the plow we cannot look back and  be fit for the kingdom of God.

E. GEN. 22:1-12 – Example of Abraham not allowing his family to interfere with his service to God.

II. RICHES – 

A. MATT. 19:16-22 – The young man was not willing to give up his riches to serve God.

B. MATT. 6:19-21 – A Christian should not be preoccupied with the riches of this earth.

C. MATT. 6:25-33 – The Christian’s first desire should be seeking the kingdom of God. 

D. 1 TIM. 6:7-11 – Paul taught that a love for riches will cause us to err from the faith.

E. ACTS 4:32-37 – The proper attitude toward riches was displayed by the early Christians.

III. REPUTATION – 

A. JN. 12:42-43 – The Pharisees were not willing to sacrifice their reputation in order to serve Christ.  They had too much pride!!!

B. PHIL. 3:4-11 – Sacrifice of apostle Paul for Christ. He sacrificed his occupation.

C. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Jesus who is great example in all things made himself of no reputation.

D. MATT. 18:1-4 – Sacrificing our pride and reputation we must come humbly to Jesus.
IV. PERSECUTION – 

A. 2 TIM. 3:10-12 – We will be persecuted as Christians.  Anyone can suffer persecution but only Christians can rejoice when faced with persecution.

B. MATT. 5:10-12 – Jesus teaches us the proper attitude to display when persecuted.

C. ACTS 5:40-42 – The apostles followed the doctrine of Christ.

D. ACTS 16:16-25 – Paul and Silas did not murmur or complain when persecution came their way.

E. LUKE 17:10 – When we overcome we should not pat ourselves on the back but rather remain humble and remember that it is only thru the grace of God that we can be saved.

CONCLUSION – 

Have you been thinking of becoming a Christian?

Only do so if you have counted the cost!!!

You now know some of the sacrifices you might have to make.

There are only a few things in life that truly worth the price you pay but you will never regret paying the cost of discipleship.

