COURAGE

JOSHUA 1:6-9, 18
INTRODUCTION – Most of us would agree that courage is an important virtue. It is a characteristic that is honored in our society. We recognize acts of courage by our military members – I. E. - The Medal of Honor. Courage is a virtue that is equally important in the spiritual lives of those who are servants of God today but sadly sometimes it is missing.
READ TEXT - In our text today the expression “be strong and of good courage” appears 4 times in this one chapter. 
Courage is defines as that quality of mind which meets danger or opposition with firmness and calmness.  It denotes one who is unshaken or undaunted. 
Synonyms for courage would be boldness, bravery, fortitude and resolution.

The purpose of our lesson today is to show the need for courage in the spiritual realm..

THE NEED FOR COURAGE – 

I. EXAMPLES OF COURAGE – 

A. GEN. 12:1-4 – What great courage it took for Abram to listen and obey the commands of God even though he was promised great blessings. 

B. ROM. 4:20-21 – Abraham did not waver because of unbelief but was strengthened in his faith.  He fully trusted in God and that takes great courage.
C. JUDGES 7:7-23 – What great courage displayed by Gideon to take only 300 to overcome the huge army of the Midianites.
D. DAN. 3:8-18 – The courage displayed by the three Hebrews.

E. DAN. 6:6-10 – The great courage displayed by Daniel as an exile in Babylon.

F. ACTS 5:28-29 – Courage of Peter and John before the council.

II. WHAT GIVES COURAGE? What is the source of such great displays of courage?
A. PSA. 27:1, 14 – God is the source of courage for a child of God.

B. JOSHUA 1:7 - The word of God gives us courage because of its promises. I.E. – Joshua and the children of Israel.
C. 1 JN. 2:14 – The apostle John says it is the word of God which abides in us that gives us strength and courage

D. PSA. 1:1-3 – The psalmist describes the blessed man of God as one who displays courage.   It takes courage to refuse to walk in the counsel of the ungodly, it takes courage to refuse to stand in the path of sinners, and it takes courage to stand with the Lord instead of being numbered with those who scorn him. How is this blessed man of God able to accomplish these things? He is able to display courage because he is interested in the word of God (he delights in it) and meditates on it. Therefore he stands strong like a tree planted by the river.
E. ACTS 28:25 – The mere presence of the people of God gave Paul courage even though he was worn and weary from his long disastrous voyage.

F. ROM. 1:10-12 – Paul desired to see the brethren at Rome to be encouraged by them.
G. 2 TIM. 2:1 – We are strengthened and given courage by the favor (grace) of God in Christ. 

H. JN. 14:1-3 – We receive courage from the fact that a better place awaits us. It is the dwelling place of God.

III. WHY HAVE COURAGE?
A. 2 PET. 1:5 – It is commanded. Virtue (moral excellence) means manliness, courage, fortitude and valor. It means to have whatever firmness or courage that might be necessary in maintaining the principle of true religion and enduring the trials to which one’s faith might be subjected.

B. 1 PET. 5:8 – We need courage to contend with Satan. It takes courage to obey the gospel and fight the good fight of faith.
C. EPH. 6:10-11 – We need courage to stand against the wiles of the devil.

D. ROM. 3:23 – We need courage because we are surrounded by sin and sinners.  Look at the moral depravity of our country. I.E. – Anthony Weiner – It takes courage to exercise self control, self discipline, and restraint. I.E. Tweet, Facebook it takes courage to always communicate as a Christian should.
E. 1 COR. 15:33 – We need courage to not allow our associations with those in the world to bring us down.

F. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – It takes a great amount of courage to not be enticed by the world to participate in their sinful activities – I.E. – Young people - Drugs, drinking, dancing, immodesty, sexual immorality, even TV, movies, music, internet, and video games today are filled with violence and sexual content.  It takes courage to take a stand and to do what is right.  Remember what is right to do is not always what is popular.
G. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – We need courage to overcome our fears and finish the race so we can receive the reward.  Do you want to go to heaven? It takes courage to get there and obtain the reward.

H. 1 COR. 16:13 – We need courage so we can stand fast in the faith.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you standing fast?

Are you displaying courage?

Are you strong in the Lord?

Do you look to his word in your life?

We desperately need courage today among the people of God.

Courageously begin to serve God today!

