CUTTING UP THE WORD OF GOD

JEREMIAH 36:23- TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We often look at the world today in dismay over their disregard for the scriptures which are the inspired word of God.  It seems that people just take the part from God’s word that suits them and disregard the rest.  In their own way they are cutting up the word of God but this is not the first generation that has done this and it will not be the last.  TEXT - JER 36:23 – “And it happened, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe's knife and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.”
We need to realize something King Jehoiakim did not understand, that the word of God is special.

1. BIBLE IS SPECIAL – 

A. PSA. 119:161 – We are to stand in awe of it - “Princes persecute me without a cause, But my heart stands in awe of Your word.”
B. ISA. 66:2,5 – We are to tremble at it – “For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist," Says the LORD. "But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.”  66:5 – “Hear the word of the LORD, You who tremble at His word: "Your brethren who hated you, Who cast you out for My name's sake, said, 'Let the LORD be glorified, That we may see your joy.' But they shall be ashamed." 

C. JER. 23:28 – We are to speak it faithfully - “The prophet who has a dream, let him tell a dream; And he who has My word, let him speak My word faithfully.”
D. ACTS 17:11 – We are to search it - “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so”
E. ACTS 4:29 – We are to speak it boldly – “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word,”
F. ACTS 8:4 – We are to preach it – “Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.”
G. ACTS 11:1 – We are to receive it – “Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God.”
H. ACTS 13:48 – We are to glorify it – “Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.”  Next slide

2. BECAUSE THE BIBLE IS SPECIAL – 

A. ACTS 18:11 – We are to teach it – “And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”
B. 1 PET. 3:1 – We are to obey it – “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives,”  
C. 2 TIM. 2:15 – We are to handle it correctly – “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
D. JAMES 1:22-23 – We are to do what it says – “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;”
E. REV. 1:9 – We are to suffer for it – “I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
F. 1 COR. 2:4, 14 – We are not to use man’s wisdom with it – “And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” – vs. 13 – “These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”
G. 2 COR. 4:2 – We are not to use it deceitfully – “But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.”
H. REV. 22:18-19 – We are not to alter it – “For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” 
FOUR WAYS THE WORD OF GOD IS CUT UP TODAY – 

1. CONTINOUS OR LATTER DAY REVELATION – 
A. Mormonism – believes the Bible to be the word of God as it is translated correctly.
B. Seventh Day Adventism – believes that the writings of founder Ellen G. White to be equal to the Bible – GAL. 1:6-12  Read
C. Latter day revelations – if true are not new, if new are not true – JUDE 3 - Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints  
2. TRADITIONS OF MEN – 

A. Council of Trent

B. James Cardinal Gibbons - Faith of Our Fathers – old edition – p.111 “The Scriptures alone do not explicitly enjoin all the duties a Christian is obliged to practice.” 2 TIM. 3:16-17 - “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
C. James Cardinal Gibbons – ibid. p. 112   “…scripture does not contain all the truths necessary for salvation.”   JOHN 8:32, 14:6, 17:17
D. Protestants and tradition


a. Infant baptism – MK 16:16 – “He who believes and is baptized will be 
 
     saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

b. Sprinkling and pouring as a substitute for baptism – COL. 2:12-13 

    “buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him   
      through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
  
      And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
  
      your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven  

      you all trespasses,”

c. Use of instrumental music – EPH. 5:19 – “speaking to one another in 
 
    psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
  
    your heart to the Lord,”
.

E. Tradition in churches of Christ – I.E. – Invitation song
a. We’ve always done it that way
b. Faithful brethren have done it that way
c. Well known preachers do it that way
d. The pioneers of the restoration did it that way
e. Human traditions are condemned – MATT. 15:3, 9 – “He answered and said to them, "Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?” 15:9 – “And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.”
3. CORRUPTING THE SCRIPTURES – 

A. By adding to them

a. DEUT. 4:2 “You shall not add to the word which I command you.”
b. DEUT. 12:32  “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it…”
c. REV. 22:18 “If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues…”
B. By taking away from them

a. DEUT. 4:2  “…nor take away from it that you may keep the  commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.”
b. DEUT. 12:32 “…nor take away from it.”
c. REV. 22:19 “and if anyone takes away from the words of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life…”
4. LIBERALISM – 
A. Modern liberalism is more than institutionalism

B. Liberalism robs the Bible of its power

C. Liberalism takes out all limitations from the Bible

D. The “new hermeneutic” is liberalism -    COL. 3:17 – “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”
CONCLUSION – 

Are you studying God’s word regularly in order that you can appreciate its value?  2 TIM. 2:15

Do you know God’s word well enough that you can identify any corruptions to it?  1 PET. 3:15 – “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;”
Do you fully believe that God’s word and our obedience to it is what will save us?   HEB. 5:8-9 – “though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,”
What is your condition today?  Today is the day of salvation!!!
