DANGERS THAT CONFRONT THE CHURCH TODAY

ACTS 20:28-32 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION- In our previous lesson we discussed how important it is to God for the church to remain spiritually, doctrinally and morally pure.  In our lesson we will consider today we want to examine the dangers that confront the church today.  We want to sound the warnings so we will be aware of these dangers and be careful, watchful, and very cautious to not allow the church to become spotted and defiled.   Paul spoke to the elders of Ephesus and warning them of dangers that would confront the church - ACTS 20:28-32 - Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 32 So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

Why did Paul warn these elders of the oncoming dangers?  Because the church is so precious and valuable in teaching the lost – 1 TIM. 3:15 - but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
What did Paul commend to the elders from the church at Ephesus? To the word of God – Why? The seed needs to be sown the gospel must be taught in order for sinners to become Christians and Christians to grow!!!

Another reason Paul sounded forth the warning was because of the danger of false teachers – Note Paul warned Timothy – 1 TIM. 4:1-3 - Paul did not want false teaching or teachers to be tolerated – 1 TIM. 1:18-20 – Name them and their false doctrine.
DANGERS THAT CONFRONT THE CHURCH TODAY:

1. APATHY – Lack of emotion, indifference, without feeling

A. REV. 3:14-22 – Example of the church at Laodiciea –The Christians there were lukewarm they could care less about spiritual matter and it made God sick.  Because of apathy they did not use the word of God as their standard for their conduct but viewed themselves as OK.
B. 1 COR. 15:58 – Instead of apathy we need energy.

C. 1 JN. 1:7-10 –We cannot be apathetic toward our sin if we do so we deceive ourselves and will not repent and confess.

2. SYMPATHY – To share the sentiments, feelings, or ideas of another.

A. 2 PET. 3:14-21 – Peter clearly states we cannot be sympathetic toward error and we need to be watchful so we will not be lead away with the error of the wicked.  We can only share in the sentiments of truth.
B. PSA. 119:104 – We cannot share the feeling or ideas of a false teacher - Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way. 

C. JAMES 5:19-20 – Those headed away from truth must be turned back - Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.
3. EMPATHY – To regard.

A. 2 PET. 2:1-3, 18-19 – We cannot hold in regard those who teach error – It does not matter the reputation or name of a person in question what matters is what they teach.

B. MATT. 7:15 – Jesus warned of false prophets who would be as ravenous wolves – dangerous. Do not hold them in regard.  

C. GAL. 1:6-9 – Attitude of Paul toward false teachers of the Jews.

D. 1 TIM. 6:3-6 – Paul warns Timothy to be very careful.

E. REV. 2:2 – Commends church in Ephesus

4. SELF RELIANT – The act of placing trust or confidence in oneself.

A. REV. 3:17 - Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—
B. JER. 6:16-19 – They refused to listen to God but followed the fruit of their thoughts.

C. ROM. 10:1-2 – We can have a zeal for God but refuse to rely on God.  Out trust must be in God.  We must seek his will in our life and obey his word.  
5. SELF DEFILED – To make foul or dirty to corrupt

A. 2 COR. 6:14-18 – We cannot compromise and join ourselves to the world.  We are instructed to touch not!!!
B. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – We are told to not allow ourselves to fall in love with the world.

C. EPH. 4:15 – The serum to prevent defilement is truth – I.E. – Vaccine for diseases.

D. 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – We must preach the truth.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we watching and aware of the dangers that confront the church today?

Will we sound forth the warning or remain silent?  I.E. – house on fire

We cannot idly stand by and allow the church of our Lord to self destruct we must be concerned and take action.
