DANGERS TO AVOID AS PARENTS
EPHESIANS 6:1-4 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – What do we normally do when we see a sign that points out danger lies ahead – I.E. – Bridge out – Usually we heed the warning.  God in his holy word gives us warning of dangers we are to avoid as parents - EPH. 6:1-4 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."  4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 

We all desire to be the best parents we can be and at our best we will make some mistakes.  In our lesson today let’s look at the scriptures as they warn us about some dangers we need to avoid as parents.  
SOME DANGERS TO AVOID AS PARENTS:
1. NOAH’S DRUNKENNESS – 

A. GEN. 9:20-25 – Noah’s DRUNKENNESS was the immediate cause of Ham’s disgrace.  Sometimes we are lured into thinking this sin only effects me.  Is that really true - And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard.  21. Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent.  22. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside.  23. But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father's nakedness.   24. So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him.  25. Then he said: "Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall be to his brethren."
B. ISA. 5:11 – The Bible warns of the effects of STRONG DRINK and its SINFULNESS -  I lived in a situation as a child where people abused alcohol and it was not a pretty sight when they went on their drinking binges - Woe to those who rise early in the morning, That they may follow intoxicating drink; Who continue until night, till wine inflames them!
C. PROV. 23:29-35 – The Bible warns of the effects of STRONG DRINK and its SINFULNESS - Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes?  30. Those who linger long at the wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine.  31. Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly;  32. At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper.  33. Your eyes will see strange things, And your heart will utter perverse things.  34. Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea, Or like one who lies at the top of the mast, saying:  35. "They have struck me, but I was not hurt; They have beaten me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake, that I may seek another drink?"
D. GAL. 5:19-21 – The Bible warns of the effects of STRONG DRINK and its SINFULNESS - Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,  20. idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  21. envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
2. LOT’S MATERIALISM – 

A. GEN. 13:7-12 – MATERIALISM was the ruin of Lot’s family. His choice led to the destruction of his wife and children.  What do we ssee people pursuing today.  People actually worship the almighty dollar and the temporal hings of this life it can provide - And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land.  8. So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren.  9. Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left."  10. And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar.  11. Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other.  12.  Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom.
B. GEN 19:1 – Look where the choice of Lot placed him.  It put him in a place where he put the souls of his family in jeopardy - Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground.
C. GEN. 19:12-14 – His son-in-laws did not take him serious probably because they could not think of leaving their things behind.   -   Then the men said to Lot, "Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city--take them out of this place!  13. For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown great before the face of the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it."  14. So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, "Get up, get out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city!" But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.
D. GEN. 19:24-26 – Materialism cost Lot his wife.  The example he had set as the head of his family was unmistakable and his wife had had followed his ill advised example to the point of losing her life - Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavens.  25. So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.  26. But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.
E. EPH. 6:4 – Today, more parents are interested in providing their children with the MATERIAL things of this life than they are the spiritual, eternal things – I.E. – Divorce that took place - And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
3. JACOB’S PARTIALITY – 

A. GEN. 37:3-4 – Jacob’s PARTIALITY brought sorrow and discord to his house.  It brought envy and hatred of Joseph’s brothers upon Joseph.  Favoritism among siblings is destructive in nature -  Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors.  4. But when his brothers  saw  that  their  father  loved  him  more  than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.
B. GEN. 25:28 – What did the partiality of Isaac and Rebekkah lead to - And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
C. COL. 3:21 – Today, parents should avoid this danger by giving their children an EQUAL share of love - Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
D. TITUS 2:4 – Parents should avoid this danger by loving their children equally - that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,
4. ELI’S TOLERATION – 
A. 1 SAM. 2:22-25 – Eli’s TOLERATION of his wicked sons was the curse of Israel.  He knew of their sins, but did not take the proper action against them - do not be afraid to act in the best interest of your children - Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  23. So he said to them, "Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people.  24. No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. You make the LORD's people transgress.  25. If one man sins against another, God will  judge  him.  But  if  a  man  sins  against  the  LORD, who will intercede for him?" Nevertheless they did not heed the voice of their father, because the LORD desired to kill them.
B. 1 SAM. 3:10-14 – Eli’s TOLERATION of his wicked sons was the curse of Israel.  He knew of their sins, but did not take the proper action against them  - Now the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel answered, "Speak, for Your servant hears."  11. Then the LORD said to Samuel: "Behold, I will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.  12. In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.  13. For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them.  14. And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever."
C. ECCL. 12:1 – Parents who TOLERATE sin in their children when they are young will find it harder and harder to get them to do the right thing when they grow older.  Be united as husband and wife in your efforts Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them":
5. DAVID’S HUMORING – 
A. 1 KINGS 1:5-6 – David’s HUMORING of his son brought the downfall of Adonijah.  Because he was spoiled, he could not take “No” for and answer - Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king"; and he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.  6. (And his father had not rebuked him at any  time  by  saying,  "Why  have  you  done  so?"  He was also very good-looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.)
B. PROV. 22:15 – Parents today who PET and PAMPER their children are headed for a fall - Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.
C. PROV. 23:13-14 – If discipline is not administered to a child they will live a life of rebellion - Do not withhold correction from a child,  For  if  you  beat  him  with  a  rod,  he  will  not die.  14. You shall beat him with a rod, And deliver his soul from hell
D. EPH 6:4 – There can be no training without discipline - And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
6. JEHORAM’S MARRIAGE – 

A. 2 CHRON. 21:5-6 – Jehoram’s MARRIAGE to wicked Athaliah spelled the doom of his son Ahasiah.  Athaliah influenced Ahasiah to do evil when he became king - Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.  6. And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for he had the daughter of Ahab as a wife; and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.
B. 2 CHRON. 22:2-4 – Ahaziah was forty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Athaliah the granddaughter  of  Omri.   3.  He  also  walked  in  the ways  of  the  house  of  Ahab,  for  his  mother  advised him  to  do  wickedly.   4. Therefore  he  did  evil  in  the sight  of  the  LORD,  like  the  house  of  Ahab;  for  they were  his  counselors  after  the  death  of  his  father,  to his destruction.
C. 1 COR. 15:33 – Make a wise choice of a MARRIAGE partner, because our partner will have a great influence on our children - Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."
CONCLUSION – 

We see the consequences of those who did not avoid the dangers that confronted them as parents.

The question is am I going to avoid the dangers that we face as parents.

If my answer is yes, then I need to heed the dangers revealed in the word of God.

