DECEPTION – DO NOT BE DECEIVED

HEBREWS 3:13 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In our previous lesson we considered the subject of deception and studied about the warnings from the word of God about deception and those who would try to deceive us.  What we want to consider in this lesson are the particular areas that Satan would try to deceive us by twisting the truth found in the word of God.  

DO NOT BE DECEIVED IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

1. That man can predict when Jesus will return – 

a. MATT. 25:1-13 – Jesus is going to return, his 2nd coming is spoken of in the scriptures. What is the lesson of the parable of the 10 virgins – We do not know the day or hour.

b. 2 PET. 3:9-14 – Do not be deceived by predictions but rather spend our time in being prepared

c. DEUT. 18:22 – We need to notice what Moses said a long time ago regarding those who claimed to speak for God.

d. 1 THESS. 5:1-6 – Be sober and watch

2. Christ is returning to set up an earthly kingdom – 

a. ACTS 8:12 - But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
b. ACTS 14:22 - Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
c. ACTS 19:8 - And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.
d. ACTS 20:25 - And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.
e. ACTS 28:23, 31 - And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.  Vs. 31 -  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.  
f. COL. 1:12-14 – We cannot be translated into something that does not exist.

g. 1 COR. 15:21-26 – How can Chris deliver up something that does not exist?

3. One church is as good as another –

a. MATT. 16:16-18 – “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Who founded the church? The Lord promised his disciples he would build his church – singular.

b. ACTS 2:47 – “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”  Where does the Lord add the saved?  To the church which one the one he promised he would build the one he purchased with his blood

c. ACTS 20:28 – “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”
d. EPH. 1:22-23 – “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”   According to the scriptures the Lord’s church has only one head – the Lord himself.

e. EPH. 4:4 – If the church has one head how many bodies are there? – “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  Do we really believe that Christ heads churches started by men.?

f. JN. 15:1-10 – Notice John refers to the branches in verse 6 as individuals (men) not as churches.

4. Once saved always saved – man cannot sin so as to be lost – 

a. 1 COR. 9:27 – “but I buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any means, after that I have preached to others, I myself should be rejected.” ASV
b. GAL. 5:3-4 - And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  NKJV   We can fall from grace just as those Christians in Galatia were doing if they sought to once again follow the Law of Moses

c. HEB. 6:4-6 - For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.    NKJV
d. HEB. 12:24-25 – “to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.  See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven,” NKJV
e. 2 PET. 2:20-22 - For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." NKJV – The scriptures are clear that we can turn from that which he learned from God’s word.

f. JUDE 21 – “keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” NKJV We can choose to leave the love of God and thereby forsake his mercy and eternal life.

5. Baptism is not necessary for salvation and remission of sins – 

a. MARK 16:15-16 – Jesus said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” NKJV

b. ACTS 2:36-38 – “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” NKJV

c. ACTS 10:5-6, 47-48 – “Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what you must do." NKJV  “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days. NKJV – Peter commanded them to be baptized why would he command them to do something that was not necessary fro their salvation remember he was going to tell them what they must do from verses 5-6.

d. ACTS 22:16 – “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” NKJV – If we refuse to be baptized we are refusing to have our sins washed away!

e. 1 PET. 3:20-21 – “who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”  NKJV

CONCLUSION – We can be deceived.  The great question to be answered is will we be deceived.  It can be prevented – COL. 1:5 – “because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel”  NKJV

