DECEPTION

TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The subject of deception or being deceived is mentioned over 30 times in the bible.  Therefore it is indeed a topic in the word of God worthy of our investigation and study.  

It is mentioned many times in the phrase “do not be deceived.”  Therefore since we are warned to not be deceived we must realize that the possibility of being deceived is very real.

Let’s begin our study by defining our terms – deceived – means to go astray, to wander, to roam from safety truth or virtue, to delude, to cheat, to beguile

Deceivers are defined as – an imposter or misleader as a mind misleader, seducer, one who leads into error.

Some synonyms of this word are – mislead, delude, beguile.

Mislead implies a leading astray that may or may not be intentional.

Delude implies deceiving so thoroughly that the truth is obscured.

Beguile stresses the use of charm and persuasion in deception - GEN 3:13 – “And the LORD God said unto the woman, what is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”  Most of the more modern translations render the word beguile  - “deceived.”

WARNINGS FROM THE WORD OF GOD ABOUT DECEPTION AND DECEIVERS:

1. GENERAL WARNINGS ABOUT DECEPTION – 

a. TITUS 1:10 – We need to understand the Bible is clear that there are many who fall into the category of deceivers.  MATT. 7:13-14 – The truth revealed by Paul agrees totally with what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount.  Do not be deceived into thinking there are not people out there trying to deceive us.

b. 1 THESS. 2:1-4 – Paul proclaims that his teaching to them was not motivated by deceit.  We should not let any man deceive us.  ACTS 17:11 – the Bereans did not accept the teachings of Paul and Silas blindly they searched the scriptures to see if indeed it was the truth.  We do not have enough of that today used to be when you mentioned a scripture for reference you could actually hear the noise created by people turning in their bibles to check out the reference.

c. 1 COR. 6:9 - Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. NKJV   The world is trying to deceive us and make us think that homosexuality along with fornication, drunkenness and the various other sins is OK.  Jesus taught the truth and instructed us that only the righteousness of God will fill us or make us content.

d. 1 COR. 15:33 – “Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits.”    NKJV – if you become the companion of evil people there is nothing they cannot influence you to do – smoke, drink, drugs, sexual immorality and of you think differently you are just being deceived.

e. GAL. 6:7 – Do not be deceived we will reap what we sow and the harvest always brings forth more than was planted.  Sin always takes you further than you want to go makes you pay more than you wanted to pay and keeps you longer than you wanted to stay.

f. TITUS 3:3 – We can be deceived.   We were living in a state of deception before we became Christians

2. WARNINGS ABOUT THE DANGER OF SELF DECEPTION – 

a. 1 COR. 3:18-20 – We tend to desire the recognition of the world that we are wise – do not be deceived – the thoughts of the wise are vain to the Lord. Paul said we must become a fool so we can be wise – 1 COR. 1:18, 21, 25
b. GAL. 6:3 – We sometimes think we are something when we are nothing.  When is the last time that some of us who consider ourselves to be spiritual have actually gone to someone to try to restore them

c. JAMES 1:22 – How many of us are doers of the word?  If we only hear but never do we are deceiving ourselves.

d. JAMES 1:26 – How many of us seem to be religious but do not bridle our tongue?  If we are guilty then we have deceived our own heart – self-deception.  We must control our tongue.

e. 1 JN. 1:5-10 – Men in the past have deceived themselves into thinking they were OK with God (we have no sin) – How about us?

3. WARNINGS ABOUT DECEPTION FROM THINGS OR OTHERS – 

a. Deceitfulness of riches – MATT. 13:22 – How many have you seen in your lifetime that became unfaithful because of the deceitful of riches? How many marriages have you seen disintegrate because of this same problem?

b. By Sin – HEB. 3:13 – Have you ever allowed sin to deceive you to the point it hardens you?

c. By false teachers (in or out of the church) – 

i. ACTS 20:28-32 – From within – elders and from without – grievous wolves.

ii. ROM. 16:17-18 – These false teachers deceive the hearts of the simple

d. By Satan and his ministers – 

i. GEN. 3:1-6 – Satan deceived Eve.  Sometimes we act like Eve is the only one who was ever deceived by Satan.  She was just the first in a long line of those deceived by his subtlety. 

ii. REV. 12:9 – Stan has used deception on the whole world.

e. By vain words – philosophy – deceit of men.

i. EPH. 5:6 – Vain words – words that are empty

ii. COL. 2:8 – Philosophies of men.

CONCLUSION – We must not under estimate the powerful tool that Satan has at his disposal – the tool of deception.  1 COR. 10:12 - Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  
Are we currently allowing Satan to rule our life because he has deceived us?  If so remove deception and doubt today and replace it with contentment and peace!

