DEFEATED BY SELF

2 PETER 2:9-11 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are currently in the middle of football season and many teams are trying to go undefeated.   In order to do so they must not be their own worst enemy - I.E. – Coaching football.  

Have you ever heard the expression “that sometimes we are our own worst enemy”?  That expression is very true in the lives of many because they never gain self control or victory over self instead they are defeated by self.  As Christians we must learn to exercise self control so we will not be our own worst enemy.

The scriptures clearly teach us that self will leads to ruin – 2 PET. 2:9-11 - then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11 whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord. 

Peter by inspiration of the Holy Spirit is teaching us that being self-willed leads to ruin. Peter is writing to Christians so this can happen to you and me if we are not careful.  Being self willed and living selfishly leads to the pathway of destruction of family and friends and eventually we are spiritually shipwrecked.  We should desire to do God’s will JAMES 4:13-17 - Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that." 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.  This is the attitude we should have but do we always have this type of attitude? No, sometimes we just live to please self
Self will takes many different forms so we want to notice some of them in our lesson today so that we can avoid self defeat.
FORMS OF SELF WILL THAT DEFEAT US:
1. CONCEIT – 
A. 3 JN 9-11 – Diotrophes is the classic example of conceit which is when one has a very high opinion of self (big head , thinking he is all that) because he refused to let Christ reign supreme in his heart.  As a result of self will he became the most important in his eyes and he had to have his way.  He has to run the show
B. PROV. 26:12- Conceit is the sin of considering self as better than others and even better than God.  We must look to God for wisdom or we will be defeated by self.

C. MATT. 18:3-4 – Christ says we need humility instead of conceit.

D. MATT. 5:3- Remember from the beatitudes that if one does not possess humility they are spiritually bankrupt.

E. 1 PET. 3:15 – We must display the spirit of meekness instead of conceit.

2. DECEIVED – 

A. JAMES 1:21-25 – Many are deceived by self because they think as long as I know God’s word I am OK.  They are being defeated by self because it has never sunk in that they must practice the truth in their lives daily.

B. MATT. 7:1-5 – I.E. – Repentance – You can clearly see everyone’s faults but your own.  Everyone else certainly needs to repent but not you since you are nearly perfect.

C. JAMES 1:26 – Everyone else has a problem controlling their tongue but not me.  Isn’t it just awful how everyone else talks – lying, slander, gossip, unkind and griping.
D. 1 JN. 1:7-10 – John tells us to not deceive ourselves into thinking we do not sin but rather acknowledge our sin by repenting and confessing to God in prayer.

3. RIGHTEOUS – 

A. LUKE 18:9-14 –The hypocritical Jews practiced self righteousness.  They believed in their own minds they were as smart and wise as God.  The self righteous hypocrite was his own judge of character and good works.  Being boastful and proud of all his good works he did to be seen of men he put others down while exalting self.
B. PROV. 16:18 – Warning from wise King to not be filled with pride and self righteousness.

C. ROM. 1:28-32 – Notice God’s description of the one who is proud and a boaster.  The one who promotes self does not love God but shows hatred and disdain for him

4. PIERCED – 

A. 1 TIM. 6:6-10 – Maybe our greatest challenge in defeating self is in learning to be content.  Error that leads to spiritual suicide is described here by Paul.   The insane greed for material and temporal blessings of life causes many to lose sight of the Pearl of Great Price and they pierce themselves thru with many sorrows.
B. REV. 3:16-17 – Money hungry children of God that pursue pleasure and convenience may view themselves as the Christians at Laodicea did thinking they have need of nothing.
C. LUKE 16:13 – Where does our service and trust lie?

5. LOVER – 

A. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – We are in perilous times because we live in a world of selfishness.  We live in an age where we worship self whatever self wants it gets even if it hurts others.  We are filled with self admiration and the self satisfaction syndrome – me, myself and I.

B. ECCL. 2:1-11 – Notice what Solomon learned from his experience with power wealth and fame that it was all vanity it did not provide happiness.
C. LUKE 9:23-25 – We must deny self

D. ECCL. 12:13-14 – Solomon’s conclusion after striving to please and serve self - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all. 14 For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.  
CONCLUSION – 

Are we being defeated by self?

We can be assured of victory!!! 1 COR. 15:57 – But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ
How? By denying self and following Christ.
Examine yourself -  2 COR. 13:5 - Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified

