DEFILING GOD’S GIFTS
JAMES 1:17-21 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Read Text – The Bible is very clear that every good and perfect gift is from above.  There are many gifts given to mankind by God that are perfect such as the Bible but man has the ability to take something good that is from God and defiling it. I.E. – 1 COR. 3:16-17 – Our body is given to us by God yet man defiles this temple, note the words of warning.  If anyone defiles the temple of God he will destroy him.  GAL. 1:6-9 – The word is given to us and man chooses to defile it. The purpose of our study today is to look at some of the gifts given to us by God that man has defiled.
DEFILING GOD’S GIFTS – 

I. CHURCH – If we love God we will not defile his gift to us and one of these gifts is the church.

A. JN. 3:16 – The church is a gift of love, because it started as a result of the gift of his Son.
B. ACTS 20:28 – Christ purchased the church with his blood.  You can always determine the value of something by the cost.

C. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church the gift of God has a noble purpose.  It is the pillar and ground of the truth.  The purpose of the church is spiritual.

D. EPH. 3:21- Glory is given to God in the church thru Christ.

E. EPH. 4:14-16 – We defile God’s gift - the church if we do not do our part to build it up.

F. 2 COR. 9:1, 6-7, 13 – If we do not give properly we do not glorify God.  If we build institutions to do the work of the church with God’s money we do not glorify God or the church.

G. 1 TIM. 5:16 – When we do not practice limited benevolence we defile the church because we are being unwilling to adhere to the pattern of God for his church.

II. HOME – God gave man the good and perfect gift of the home.
A. GEN. 1:26-28 – First God created male and female in his own image.  He established the first home.

B. MATT. 19:3-6, 9 – God intended for this home to last because what God has joined together he did not intend for man to separate.  Man has taken this sacred gift of the home and marriage and defiled it bringing havoc on this sacred institution.
C. ROM. 7:1-3 – Marriage in the eyes of God.  He views marriage as sacred and that only death should break this covenant.
D. 1 COR. 7:2-4 – God has purposed for sexual intimacy to be confined to the marriage relationship.  Man has defiled this view of marriage by practicing sexual immorality. 
E. LEV. 18:20-24 - God has never intended for man to practice sexual immorality in any shape, form, or fashion.

F. EPH. 6:1-4 – In the home the children are to be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  
G. PROV. 30:11-14 – Are children being trained properly today?

III. HUMAN LIFE – God is the giver and author of human life.
A. PSA. 100:1-5 – God is the creator it is he who has made us.

B. ACTS 17:22-25 – He gives to all life and breath.

C. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – We have a purpose in our life.  It is to glorify God.

D. GEN. 9:6 – God who gives the gift of life states the consequences for man who defiles the sanctity of human life.  Universal principle in regard to the sanctity of life.  Man even defiles this precious gift from God by taking the lives of innocent children.
E. PSA. 127:3-5 – Children are a heritage to the Lord, they are God’s gift to man.

F. EX. 21:22-25 – What is in a mothers womb is a life, it is a child. Abortion is nothing but murder.  It happens 4500 times a day in our country that is about 1.5 million per year.  Sin defiles the sanctity of human life and it defiles the soul given to us by God.
CONCLUSION – 

Are you guilty of defiling the gifts of God – the church, the home, human life?

Is your soul defiled by sin – MATT. 16:26 – For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 
Do not lose the most precious gift God has given to us
