DENOMINATIONAL DOCTRINES – 8 – FAITH ONLY
ROMANS 5:1

INTRODUCTION – Is faith important to us as God’s people?   Yes, we would reply it is definitely necessary for without faith we could not be justified (declared free from guilt) and be at peace with God. Faith is essential to our salvation but it is not the only thing required by God in order for us to be saved. Yet there are many today who believe this doctrine of “faith only” Methodist Discipline, Article IX - “Wherefore that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and very full of comfort.”  
Let us all open our Bibles and begin this study of the word of God today and see if the bible states that we are saved by faith only. We urge you to open your bibles and follow along in this study.

DENOMINATIONAL DOCTRINE OF FAITH ONLY – 

I. IS FAITH ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION? The Bible says yes it is and we do not deny this truth.

A. HEB. 11:6 – The bible is clear that without faith we cannot possibly please God as we live our lives.

B. JN. 8:24 – Without faith we will die in our sins

C. ROM. 10:17 – It is also clear that the faith we have must come from the word of God.  The doctrine of “faith only “comes from the wisdom of men.

D. 1 COR. 2:5 – Paul warned the brethren at Corinth to be sure they placed their faith in the power of God and not in the wisdom of men.

E. ROM. 1:16-17 – We believe the good news of the gospel that we as sinners can be saved from our sins and we live our lives as his children by faith in the gospel message that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God so we can be just in his sight.
F. ACTS 15:9 – Faith is essential because our hearts are purified by faith.

G. ACTS 26:18 – We receive forgiveness of sins and our inheritance by faith in Christ. 
H. 1 COR. 16:13 – Paul would not have given the brethren at Corinth these instructions if it were not important.  There is a difference in saying faith is important and that we are saved by faith only!

II. HOW IS FAITH DISPLAYED?
A. HEB. 11:4 – Example of Abel

B. HEB. 11:7 – Example of Noah

C. HEB. 11:8 – Example of Abraham

D. JAMES 2:14-26 – Bible faith is always linked to obedience which produces works of faith that please God. A faith that works in no way takes away from the fact that we are saved by grace (undeserved favor).
E. 2 PET. 1:5-11 – Our faith is displayed and it pleases God when we add to it.

F. REV. 14:12-13 – Faith is displayed in obedient works and God recognizes our efforts. They are not in vain!
III. PROBLEMS WITH “FAITH ONLY” DOCTRINE – All of God’s plan for saving man is not found in one verse.
A. JN. 1:11-12 – This doctrine stops short of making one a child of God.

B. GAL. 3:26-27 – Paul instructs us what to do to become the children of God.

C. GAL. 5:6 – This doctrine contradicts plain bible teaching.  It is not faith only but a faith that works by love.

D. ROM. 16:26 – Again the scriptures prove it is not faith only but faith that is connected to obedience.

E. ACTS 2:38 – This doctrine perverts passages that link baptism to salvation and makes “for” mean because of instead of in order to or with a view to – MATT. 26:28
F. MARK 16:16 – Perverts the great commission the doctrine given by Christ and as a result leaves many people dying in their sins who think they are forgiven.  The sincerity of those who teach this doctrine of “faith only” does not change this fact.
CONCLUSION – 

We are saved by faith, but we are not saved by faith only!

Repent – Luke 13:3

Confess – Matt. 10:32-33

Baptism – Acts 22:16

