DENOMINATIONALISM AND THE CHURCH:

A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

INTRODUCTION – On the last two Lord’s days we studied about the church that Jesus built and why are there so many churches a biblical and historical perspective.  In these lessons we noticed when the church began, on Pentecost and where it began, in Jerusalem.  The Bible is clear that any church, which began at a different time or different place, could not be the church, which Jesus promised to build in MATT. 16:18.

In our lesson today we want to try to understand the denominational concept and see if it is the revealed pattern we should follow from God’s word.  How is it that people think one church is just as good as another and they make their decision on where they attend by the criteria of do I enjoy it, is it fun, or am I comfortable there.  This seems to be sound logic to the world but is it properly aligned with the Bible

THE DENOMINATIONAL CONCEPT OF THE CHURCH:  How do they arrive at these type of conclusions?

1. DENOMINATIONAL CONCEPT – 

a. Various coins such as pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and half dollars are all denominations of a dollar and we must admit that this is true.

b. Their line of reasoning is if coins are denominations of a dollar then denominations Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Catholic, Adventist, Pentecostal, and Christian Scientist make up the church.   This line of human reasoning sounds good, but is it what the bible teaches?  

2. DENOMINATIONAL CONCEPT – 

a. Where is the scripture that backs up this line of thought? – They go to JN. 15:5 – “I am the vine ye are the branches.”  So they conclude that christ is the vine and denominations are the branches – one branch is the Baptist, while a different branch is Pentecostal, another branch is the Lutheran church while yet another  is Catholic then a Methodist branch and an Adventist.  

b. Sounds like a logical argument but is it a scriptural one.

3. NEW TESTAMENT CONCEPT OF THE CHURCH – 

a. JN 15:1-6 – Note in the context verse 6 we see the branches represent people not denominations.

b. 1 COR. 12:27 – “Now you are Christ body and individually members of it.” Individual Christians make up the body of Christ not different denominations.
c. Which concept is right?  The one the Bible teaches, denominationalism is wrong the bible is right!

4. NEW TESTAMENT CONCEPT OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH – 

a. Jesus built the church – YOU
i. MATT. 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
ii. 1 COR. 3:9 - For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building.NKJV

b. Jesus purchased the church – US
i. ACTS 20:28 - Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
ii. 1 COR. 6:19-20 - Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. NKJV
c. Jesus sanctified the church – WE
i. EPH. 5:26 - That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
ii. HEB.10:9-10 - then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  NKJV
d. Jesus loved the church – ME
i. EPH. 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
ii. GAL. 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
5. THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST – 

a. All the saved are added to it – 

i. GAL. 3:27 – For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. NKJV

ii. EPH. 2:16 – And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
6. DENOMINATIONAL CONCEPT OF THE CHURCH VS. NEW TESTAMENT CONCEPT OF THE CHURCH -  

a. MATT. 16:18 – “I will build my churches” vs. “I will build my church”
b. JN. 15:5 – “I am the vine denominations are the branches” vs. “I am the vine ye are the branches.”
c. EPH. 1:22-23 – “I gave him to be head over all things to the various denominations which are his body.”  vs.   “I gave him to be head over all things to the church which is his body.”
d. 1 COR. 12:13 – “For by one spirit are we all baptized into different denominations whether they be Catholic or protestant, whether they be Methodist or Baptist.”  vs. “For by one spirit are we all baptized into one body whether we be Jew or Greek whether we be bond or free.”  The denominational concept is wrong the Bible is right.
e. EPH. 5:23 – “For the husband is the head of many different wives even as Christ is the head of many different denominations.” vs. “For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church.”
f. ACTS 16:5 – “And so were the denominational churches established in their different systems of faith” vs. “And so were the churches established in the faith.”
g. ROM. 12:4-5 – “For where as we have many denominations which make up the one body and all denominations have not the same office, so the denominations being many, are one body in Christ, and every one is truly not a member of the other.”  Vs. “For we as we have many in one body, and all members have not the same office; so we being many are one body in Christ, and everyone members one of another.  The denominational concept is wrong, the Bible is right!
h. COL. 1:18 – “And He is the head of the body the denominational churches”  vs. “And he is the head of the body the church.”
i. 1 TIM. 3:15 – “…that thou may knowest how thy oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the denominational churches of the living God, the pillars and grounds of the different truths”  vs. “…that thou mayest know how thy oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”
j. EPH. 5:25 – “Husbands love each one of your wives as Christ loved each one of his denominations and gave himself for them.”  vs. “Husbands love your wives as christ loved the church, and gave himself for it  The denominational concept clearly violates plain bible teaching – The denominational concept is wrong and the Bible is right.   
7. DEFINITION – CHURCH – 

a. The called out company of the redeemed.

b. The saved are in the body and the body is the church!

8. THE CHURCH COLLECTIVELY – CHRISTIANS INDIVIDUALLY
a. ACTS 11:26 – They assembled themselves with the church and the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

9. NEW TESTAMENT CONCEPT OF THE LOCAL CHURCH –

a. PHIL. 1:1 – Made up of elders, deacons, and saints who are members.

i. Church at Jerusalem – Cenchrea – Antioch - Corinth

ii. Churches of Galatia

iii. Churches of Macedonia

iv. Churches of Asia

v. ROM. 16:16 – “churches of christ salute you” not the different denominational churches.

10. FELLOWSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH DOES NOT = FELLOWSHIP IN THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH - 

a. ACTS 8:26-28 – Ethiopian Eunuch - And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 
b. ACTS 9:26 – And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. Paul wanted to join the Christians in Jerusalem but they refused

c. Possible to be accepted by the Lord and rejected by men – 3 JN. 9 - I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.
d. Possible to be accepted by men and rejected by the Lord – 1 COR. 5:1-5 -  It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles--that a man has his father's wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. NKJV
11. LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE – 

a. Not written lost – 

i. EX. 32:33 - And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. 

ii. REV. 20:15 - And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
b. Written saved – 

i. LUKE 10:20 - Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.
ii. REV. 21:27 –  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

CONCLUSION      

THE CHURCH = SAVED = WRITTEN  - Is your name written in the Lamb’s book of life?

HEB. 12:23 – “To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,”   You can be added by the Lord today to his church if you would - H – B – R – C – B – and be faithful until death.

