DENOMINATIONALISM – A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

MATTHEW 16:18 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Who can live in this world and not be familiar with phrases such as attend the church of your choice.  This is the voice of religious denominations, “Go to church on Sunday, it does not really matter where you go just go!  Since denominationalism is so much a part of our world it must be approved of God, right?  Is god the author of denominationalism?  Is he the author of Catholicism and Protestantism? HEB. 12:2 – “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith…”  Let’s look at what Christ promised – MATT. 16:18 – “I will build my church” We need to begin by discussing the concept of denominationalism itself.  After defining it we will see whether or not god had a part in designing it.  Our only source for proof is the Bible – 1 PET. 4:11 – Man’s opinion is not under consideration.  

1. CONCEPT OF DENOMINATIONALISM – HOW DOES IT SEE ITSELF – Chart 1

a. When we put some coins – half dollar, quarter, two dimes and a nickel , they are “denominations” of that dollar bill.  This is the total, the whole bill and the total of these coins make a complete dollar, right? 

b. This is the concept, in the religious sense, this is how those in the denominational world view the church.  All of God’s people are made up of various denominations – Baptist, Methodist, Lutherans, etc are all denominations of the whole.  Sounds good.  We are all then members of God’s church in their eyes.  Is this the Bible concept?  NO!

2. THE BIBLE CONCEPT – Chart 2

a. JN. 15:1-6 – Their conclusion is that Christ is the vine and Lutherans, Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, Pentecostals are the branches.  Look closely at the text.  “Ye are the branches – Individual or churches?  Note verse 6 – “If a man abide not in me…”  Christ is obviously talking about a man an individual, not a church.

b. ACTS 20:28 – Christ purchased the church, what did he buy?  Individuals or churches!  ACTS 2:47; 1 COR. 12:27.
WHAT’S WRONG WITH DENOMINATIONALISM – 
1. CHANGES THE BIBLE???? –  

a. If this concept is right then the Bible should read differently than it does.  We will read the passages in the Bible and then look at how they ought to read if the denominations are correct.  

b. MATT. 16:18 – How many churches did Jesus promise to build?

c. JN. 15:5 – What are the branches? 

d. EPH. 1:22-23 – How many bodies is he the head of?

e. 1 COR. 12:13 – Does it make no difference which body we have been baptized into?  If we have been baptized at all.

f. EPH. 5:23 – One husband – one wife, one head – one body (One church)

g. ACTS 16:5 - How many systems of faith are authorized?  If all these denominations are established in the faith then why do they not do the same thing to become members.  That is why God’s word instructs us to earnestly contend for the faith – only one – JUDE 3
h. ROM. 12:4-5 – Do all the different denominations make up that one body?  See in context only individuals have different work, office, or function.

i. COL. 1:18 – Is He the head of all the denominational churches combined?

j. 1 TIM. 3:15 – How many pillars and grounds make up the church?  Do the Baptist make one pillar and the Methodist another and the Catholic yet another.

k. EPH. 5:25 – How many wives does the Lord have?  Now maybe we can understand why the church is not a denomination and why we should speak out against denominationalism – because it perverts truth!

2. WEARS THE WRONG NAME – 

a. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is only in Christ

b. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – Follows teachings of men contained in denominational creed  books.

c. ACTS 11:26 – Disciples were called Christians.

d. ACTS 26:28 – Paul was trying to persuade Agrippa to become a Christian

3. MAKES UNITY IMPOSSIBLE – 

a. PHIL. 3:15-16 – We are to walk by the same mind and rule.  Denominations say walk by a different rule.

b. JN. 17:17-23 – Denominations cause the world to be skeptical.  Which way is the right way – Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, Pentecostals – In fact none of those are the way – JN. 14:6

c. EPH. 4:1-6 – What is Paul promoting?  How many is one? One more than zero and one less than two.

d. 1 COR. 1:10-13 – Paul had the perfect opportunity to allow the Christians at Corinth to follow after man, but he said no follow Christ.

4. CAUSES MAN TO MISS HEAVEN – 

a. Is your name written in the Lamb’s book of life?  What  if your name is missing/  What will be your fate?  EX. 32:33
b. You maybe president of the U.S., amber of every prominent social club in town but if your name is not written in this book it will not matter. We must measure up to God’s standard , the Bible.  REV. 20:15
c. Only those names in the book of life are saved –LUKE 10:20; REV.21:27
d. HEB. 12:23 – The church, those added to the body of Christ by our Lord, their names are written in heaven.

CONCLUSION – Do you understand the need for your name to be written in heaven.  If you are not a member of the Lord’s church it is not there.  Think about what this means to your soul. If you are a member of any church that you cannot read about in the bible you cannot get to heaven following the doctrines and creeds of men.  Obey the gospel and become a Christian nothing more nothing less.

