DIFFICULT THINGS
MATTHEW 7:13-14 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Some things in life are just more difficult than others.  Jesus in presenting the Sermon on the Mount states even if we choose the narrow way it will be difficult.  The choice might be relatively easy but walking the narrow path is difficult. In our lesson today we want to discuss some things that are difficult.

DIFFICULT THINGS:

I. EASY TO ATTEND DIFFICULT TO WORSHIP – 

A. HEB. 10:25 – Easy to make sure we are here at the building at the times of assemblies.  But some cannot even do the most elementary of things. 
B. JN. 4:20-24 – Difficult to worship.  It is not the place we worship that causes our worship to please God but rather it is the manner in which we engage in worship.  Are we concentrating fully on making our worship that which will please God.
C. EPH. 5:19 – Easy to sing difficult to meditate on the words of the song.

D. LUKE 18:10-14 - Easy to bow our heads and close our eyes difficult to communicate with God.  Pharisee talked at God while the publican talked to God with all humility.  When we bow our heads and close our eyes let’s not forget who we are talking to and that he desires our undivided attention.
E. MARK 12:41-44 - Easy to give difficult to make it sacrificial.  Jesus commends the poor widow because she gave sacrificially.
F. 1 COR. 11:27 - Easy to eat the unleavened bread and drink the fruit of the vine yet difficult to fully concentrate and partake in a worthy manner.  Paul is not discussing man’s personal worthiness or lack of it.  Rather he is discussing the manner in which the communion was being partaken.  The context makes this clear.  The word “unworthy” is an adverb of the word manner and points to the way and manner in which a thing is done.
II. EASY TO ADHERE TO MORAL PRINCIPLES – 

A. MATT. 5:21-22 – Easy to not murder but difficult to rid our mind of anger.

i. ROM. 12:19-21 – Revenge - It is God’s place to exact vengeance.

ii. EPH. 4:31-32 - Bitterness – God says put it away from you.
iii. MATT. 12:36-37 - Gossip – Gossip is idle words.
B. MATT. 5:27 – Easy to not commit adultery but difficult to rid our minds of lust.
i. ROM. 6:12 – Do not let sin reign.
ii. 2 TIM. 2:22 – Flee from lusts.

C. MATT. 19:18 - Easy not to steal but difficult to not be covetous - He said to Him, "Which ones?" Jesus said, " 'You shall not murder,' 'You shall not commit adultery,' 'You shall not steal,' 
i. LUKE 12:15 – Warning of Jesus
ii. HEB. 13:5 – Be content with what you have
iii. 1 TIM. 6:6 - Discontent – We need to learn to be content.
III. EASY TO BE FRIENDLY – 

A. JAMES 2:14-18 - Difficult to express our faith by being concerned or compassionate.
B. 1 JN. 3:16-20 – Is it easy or difficult to express our love for the brethren?

IV. EASY TO BE A SINNER – 

A. 2 COR. 7:9-10 – Difficult to repent.  Easy to be sorry but difficult to have godly sorrow.

B. ACTS 2:36-38 - Difficult to repent because to do this we must acknowledge that we have a need we cannot fill ourselves.  Those at Pentecost understood they took part in the death of Christ and asked what shall we do?
CONCLUSION – 

It is easy to obey the gospel but difficult to remain faithful in your service to God.
REV. 2:10 - Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

