DISCERNING BOTH GOOD AND EVIL

HEBREWS 5:12-14 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Does the Bible give a definitive list of all the sins we could possibly ever be faced with. Does it state thou shall not gamble – be immodestly dressed – social drinking – recreational drug use – coarse jesting – smoking- pornography – petting fondling – offensive movies or music.  The answer is NO but the Bible does give us guidelines for discerning good and evil.
Why are these things difficult for us to determine where we should stand because we have exercised our senses to discern between good and evil?  TEXT – HEB. 5:12-14 - For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  13. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  14. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.   

The context of the passage shows that due to a lack of spiritual growth, some lacked the ability to “Discern.” 

Although the Bible does not list each individual sin one might commit, it does give guidelines by which one may “Discern.”
In our study, let’s notice some of the guidelines that will help us in ...discerning both good and evil.
GUIDELINES FOR DISCERNING BOTH GOOD AND EVIL:
1. WHATEVER WILL WEAKEN MY INFLUENCE IS WRONG – We all have influence on someone else and it is either for good or bad – We cannot live in a vacuum.

A.  ROM. 14:7 – For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.
B. 1 COR. 15:33 – Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."
C. MATT. 5:16 – As Christians we have the responsibility to influence others for good - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
D. 1 TIM. 4:11-12 – Note the type of influence Paul said Timothy was to be - These things command and teach.  12. Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
E. What kind of choices have you made that HAVE WEAKENED YOUR INFLUENCE?
a. Does it strengthen or weaken your influence gamble 

b. be immodestly dressed 
c. social drinking 
d. recreational drug use  
e. coarse jesting 
f. smoking- pornography 
g. petting fondling 
h. offensive movies or music.  
2. WHATEVER HINDERS ME FROM MY DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN IS WRONG – There are many activities that are not wrong in and of themselves but they are not to take us away from the Lord and his church – work.

A. 2 TIM. 2:4 – No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
B. MATT. 6:33 – But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Nothing in this life is to take us away from striving to please God and if anything else comes first, then it is WRONG: 
C. LUKE 9:62 – But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."
D. What kind of choices have you made that HAVE HINDERED YOUR DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN?
a. Sports – golfing – tennis -  hunting – fishing
b. Hobbies – gardening – camping – Baseball cards

3. WHATEVER CORRUPTS MY BODY IS WRONG – If am willfully making choices that will destroy my health then they are wrong.  When we become a child of God we must seek to do the will of God in all areas of our life.
A. GAL. 2:20 – I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
B. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – Many live just to please self - But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:  2. For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,  3. unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good,  4. traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  5. having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!
C. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – Live to please Jesus -  … your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  20. For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.
D. 1 PET. 4:1-2 – Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  2. that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.
E. 2 COR. 5:15 – and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.
F. What kind of choices have you made that HAVE CORRUPTED YOUR BODY?  Smoking, drinking, drugs, overeating, lack of sleep/ex
4. WHATEVER CORRUPTS MY HEART IS WRONG – Bible is our mind
A. JAMES 1:14-15 – Whatever is in our hearts and minds will be made manifest in our life. - But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  15. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death
B. MATT. 15:19 – For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.
C. PHIL 4:8 – We need to think on good things - Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.
D. What kind of choices have you made that HAVE CORRUPTED YOUR HEART?  I.E. David  - Bethsheba
CONCLUSION – 

How well do I discern between good and evil?
We must learn to discern the good path – PROV. 2:1-9 – My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, 2. So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding; 3. Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding, 4. If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures; 5. Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find the knowledge of God.  6. For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding; 7. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; 8. He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints.  9. Then you will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path.
If we choose the good path we will have peace with God, brethren and self.

If we fail to follow the good path and choose to do evil we will not be at peace with God , our brethren or self.
The choice is yours it is up to you!!!

