DISCERNING GOOD FROM EVIL

1 THESSALONIANS 5:21-22 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – As we discussed last week I think we would all agree that we live in a very permissive society.  The world we live in does not have an accurate Biblical sense of right and wrong.  If we want to truly glorify God then we must make choices that will be pleasing to God, choices that will cause us to be built up in the faith as well as edifying our fellow man and prevent us from being a stumbling block to others.

We must learn to make decisions that are wholesome and not ones that we will regret at a later date.

How do we know what choices we should make? 1 THESS. 5:21-22 - Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. HEB. 5:14 - But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their faculties trained by practice to distinguish good from evil. RSV

In this lesson we will study some guidelines to help us determine whether something is right or wrong, or whether it can be categorized as a good or bad judgment.

Myself 

Edgar Guest

I have to live with myself, and so,

I want to be fit for myself to know;

I want to be able as days go by,

Always to look myself straight in the eye;

I don't want to stand with the setting sun

And hate myself for the things I've done.

I don't want to keep on a closet shelf

A lot of secrets about myself,

And fool myself as I come and go

Into thinking that nobody else will know

The kind of man I really am;

I don't want to dress myself up in sham.

I want to go out with my head erect,

I want to deserve all men's respect; 

But here in this struggle for fame and pelf,

I want to be able to like myself.

I don't want to think as I come and go

That I'm bluster and bluff and empty show.

I never can hide myself from me,

I see what others may never see,

I know what others may never know,

I never can fool myself- and so,

Whatever happens, I want to be 

Self-respecting and conscience free.

DISCERNING GOOD FROM EVIL: In order to be self respecting and conscience free we must be able to discern good from evil
1. THE STUMBLINGBLOCK TEST – If I do this which I am thinking about, will I become a source of stumbling (stumbling block) to others?  Will my decision cause others to become weak in character and conviction?
A. ROM. 14:21 - It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.
B. MATT. 18:6-7 - "But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes! 
C. When we discern good from evil it requires us to think of others first.

2. THE CONSISTENCY TEST – Is this action or activity consistent with all of my other convictions of what I believe is right or wrong or sound judgment.
A. EPH. 4:13-15 – till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 
B. Will this decision continue to allow me to grow  up in Christ if it in any way will be a detriment to my growth then I should avoid it.
3. THE WEIGHTY TEST – Even if this activity is right within itself, will my engaging in it to the extreme weigh me down n my service to God.
A. HEB. 12:1-2 - Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
B. I.E.  – Fishing when we first got married
4. THE APPEARANCE TEST – Does this particular thing present even the appearance of evil for me or others?
A. 1 THESS. 5:22 - Abstain from every form of evil. 
B. I.E. - After work the guys talk you into going to a bar with them to unwind even though you do not plan to drink
5. THE FLESHLY APPETITE TEST – Will this activity lead me to indulge in fleshly desires that would harm my soul or become inordinate and control me by habit.

A. 1 PET. 2:11 - Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
B. What about the addiction that can be the result of the sinful use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs?  You never know if you will become consumed by a fleshly desire until it is too late.
6. THE WORLDLY TEST – Will doing this help me lay up treasures on earth or serve to prepare me for heaven by God’s grace and obedience to Christ.
A. MATT. 6:19-21 - "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
B. Where does my affection and trust lie?   Is it with the treasures of this world or the creator of this world?
7. THE CHILDREN PARTICIPATION TEST – Would I want my children to do this or would this in some way be bad for their moral development?  Husband or wife?  Younger brother or sister
A. EPH. 6:4 - And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 
B. COL. 3:18-21 – Relationships discussed - 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
C. Language of many young people today is appalling; the question is why is this so?  The simple answer is that is what they hear from their parents. I.E. – Violence, tobacco, alcohol and drug use.
8. THE HYPOCRISY TEST – If I do this will I be acting hypocritically toward the Lord or am I doing this in genuine love for the truth?
A. MATT. 15:8-9 - 'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' 
B. ROM. 12:9 - Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.
C. Do I say one thing and do another?  I.E. -  We cannot tell our children one thing and live a totally different way they can easily see thru hypocrisy.
9. THE AWARENESS TEST – Do I truly understand that God sees, hears and knows everything that I do?
A. 1 CHRON. 16:9 - For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
B. JOB 34:21 - "For His eyes are on the ways of man, And He sees all his steps. 
C. God sees how we are worshipping today is he pleased? He knows what is on your mind right now!!!
10. THE COMPANIONSHIP TEST – Will this activity in which I am about to engage place me in the company of people who will pull me away from God?
A. 1 COR. 15:33 - Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."
B. Our resolve can weaken in the face of peer pressure – I am going to be the designated driver or I will make sure my friends do not do anything stupid at the party and yet violence, DUI’s, and date rape occur as a result of being with the wrong crowd at the wrong time.
11. THE YOKE TEST – Doe this relationship in school, work or business subject me to be unequally yoked with unbelievers
A. 2 COR. 6:14-16 - Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. 
B. Do not intentionally yoke yourself with an unbeliever – I.E. – yoke of oxen paired together to get more work accomplished.
12. THE MEDITATION TEST – Can I make this decision and engage in this activity and still maintain the right type of thinking?  
A. PROV. 23:7 - For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.
B. PSA. 1:1-3 - Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 4 The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind drives away. 
C. I.E. – Dancing – A young man’s thoughts are not centered on spiritual activity but rather on physical activities stimulated by the lust of the flesh.
13. THE GROWTH TEST – Will this decision cause growth in knowledge and wisdom and understanding?
A. PROV. 23:23 - Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction and understanding. 
B. Do my decisions ever cause me to sell the truth?  I.E. – Being a sellout on what you believe and know to be true.  When you know something is the right thing to do yet you refuse to make choices that would allow you to achieve that which you know is best for you.  I.E. Spiritual growth thru Bible study – attend, prepared, participate because we need to grow spiritually.
14. THE PENITENCE TEST – If I find out that any activity that I am engaging is sinful am I willing to repent?
A. PSA. 51:10-17 – Read - Sometimes we make errors thru poor judgment but we can rectify the situation.  David was a man after God’s own heart.  How?

B. God’s blessings rest upon those who have a penitent heart.  Some people go years without repenting of sin in their lives and never enjoy the peace, joy, and contentment that are available to us as children of God.  Sometimes it is a result of the inability to forgive our self or others.
15. THE WILL OF GOD TEST – Is this decision something that can find approval as the will of God?
A. PSA. 119:9-16 – Read - We must be able to know God’s will, obey God daily, and make good judgment decisions based on his will today.

B. 2 COR. 6:2 - For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you."
C. Today is the only time we are assured of so want you obey the will of God today?

CONCLUSION – There certainly may be other ways and means of testing something that I may think or say or do but hopefully these tests we have considered in our last two lessons will help us in discerning good from evil.
Can you pass the tests?

Will you choose good or evil?

Choose to obey the gospel today!!!

