DISCIPLESHIP
MARK 8:34-38 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – What type of attitude do we have toward being a disciple of Christ?  First let’s begin by defining the word disciple – a learner, one who follows one’s teaching, an adherent, an imitator of his teacher in word and deed.  This is how the word disciple is used in the Bible.

The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand what the Bible teaches our attitude should be toward discipleship.

Are you a true disciple?

DISCIPLESHIP DEMANDS – 
I. DENY SELF – Not just individual things (sleep lost on Sunday morning) but actually our self.

A. 2 COR. 5:14-15 – Denying self involves turning our priorities around we no longer live for self but for Christ who died for us. 

B. GAL. 2:20 – Notice how Paul describes this change from living for self to living for Christ.

C. GAL. 5:19-21, 24 – If we are involved in the works of the flesh we know that we have not denied self, because we are the only ones who can choose to put away these old feeling and urges.
D. GAL. 6:14 – We must crucify the world in order to deny self and live by the standards set for us by Christ.

E. COL. 3:3-11 – In order to appear with Christ in glory we must crucify self.

F. 1 PET. 5:6 – Many fail the test of true being a true disciple today because they desire the recognition of man instead of the honor of God.  It takes humility to be able to deny self and put Christ first in our lives.
II. TAKE UP YOUR CROSS – Are we willing to live daily by the principles Jesus taught us?
A. ROM. 6:6-7 – After being buried in baptism we are raised to walk in newness of life.  We must realize our old man is dead and we are now freed from sin.  It will no longer have dominion over us if we live as Jesus instructs us to do.

B. 2 COR. 5:17 – All things have become new in Christ!!!

C. JN. 12:42-43 – If we refuse to do what Jesus teaches we cannot be his disciple.  The rulers refused to become his disciples because they desired the praise of men.  Sometimes we do not take up our cross and live the way Jesus wants us to because we know it will bring conflict in our life.  I.E. - Family, friends, coworkers, etc.
D. MATT. 10:34-38 – Are we willing to live daily by the principles Jesus teaches us or will we buckle and fold to family pressure?
E. LUKE 18:18-23 – Are we like the rich young ruler who is not willing to surrender all to Jesus?

F. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – Are we like the disciples in Macedonia?  We will never make any sacrifices for God and live by his principles concerning giving if we do not first give our selves to him.  That is why when it comes to discipleship Jesus mentions deny self first.
III. FOLLOW ME - Follow the direction shown to us by the Lord.  By his pattern revealed in his word.
A. JER. 10:23 – There is a way which seems right to me – O Lord; I know the way of man is not in himself (another reason to deny self); it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.

B. JN. 14:6 – Jesus declares he is the way.  We need to follow Jesus today.  Many who claim to be disciples say they will follow Jesus one day but just not today.  I.E. – Excuses – Demands of school, job, no time, too tired the list goes on and on why we do not choose to be faithful and loyal disciples of Christ.
C. JN. 15:5 – How closely should we follow Jesus?   Just as close as the branch is to the vine!!!  How closely are we following Jesus?

D. REV. 14:4 – Are we willing to follow Jesus the Lamb of God wherever he goes?   Or do we just follow Jesus to a certain point and when the going gets tough we bail out on him.  If you are a disciple be a faithful follower of the Lord
E. MATT. 4:18-22 – If you are not a disciple are you willing to begin following Jesus now – today?  They stopped what they were doing and began to follow Jesus.

F. LUKE 9:59 – Do not make excuse for not following Jesus – Do not say let me first finish school, or let me first get settled into my new job, let me first get my home established with my new wife, let me first get my children raised and out of college, etc .   The list goes on and on.
CONCLUSION – 

What is your attitude toward discipleship?

Are you a true disciple?  

Do you deny self? Do you take up your cross?  Do you follow Jesus?

Discipleship begins with obedience to the master teacher – Jesus – HEB. 5:8-9
