DISCIPLINE AND WITHDRAWAL

2 THESSALONIANS 3:6

INTRODUCTION – How does any organization or institution on earth maintain order and prevent chaos from occurring?  It has to have a set of rules or regulations.  It is no different in the church – Jesus has clearly stated we must maintain God’s law and God’s order by disciplining and withdrawing from those who will not follow after the truth – JN. 8:31-32. God’s word is truth and if we want to be free we must follow it and it alone.

When we discuss the biblical subject of withdrawal oftentimes the question is asked, “Who is to be withdrawn from, why should we withdraw, and how do we go about doing this.  Paul in our text describes the one who is to be withdrawn from vs. 6 – “from every brother that walketh disorderly” This word walketh – describes the whole realm of activities of the individual’s life. If he repents he is no longer walking disorderly – a military tem used to describe one not keeping rank, or insubordinate and unruly.

Every Christian must understand the importance of behaving in an orderly manner.  The purpose of this lesson is to answer those important questions about withdrawing and the discipline God expects us as his people to exercise.

DISCIPLINE:

I. WITHDRAW FROM WHOM?
A. 1 COR. 5:9-11 – Paul instructs the brethren in Corinth to not keep company with a brother who is sexually immoral, covetous, idolater, reviler, drunkard, or extortioner.  Do not eat with such a person!!!   Why?
B. EPH. 5:5-11 – Paul explains why because this type of person will not have a part in the kingdom of God.  Vs. 7 – Do not partake with them.  You cannot partake with them if you do not associate with them.  We should not share and participate (fellowship) in the unfruitful works of darkness but instead we should expose them.

C. 2 THESS. 3:7-11 – The lazy slothful person who is a busy body.

D. 1 TIM. 1:19-20 – Withdraw from those who make shipwreck of their faith.

E. 1 TIM. 6:3-5 – Withdraw from the one who does not consent to the sound wholesome doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Why? Danger of being sucked into following their false teaching.

F. TITUS 3:9-11 – Reject the heretic (the divisive man) after the first and second admonition.  This person is concerned more with self (their point of view) than with unity among brethren.

G. ROM. 16:16-18 – Mark or note those who cause division.  Avoid them!!!  Why? They are self serving, self promoters, and selfish.

II. WHY WITHDRAW?
A. JAMES 5:19-20 – Because souls are at stake.   If the person is turned back a souls is saved from death.  If the process of withdrawing causes a person to repent it has served its purpose.

B. 1 JN. 1:7-9 – The discipline is a constant reminder that neither God nor his people can have fellowship with sin.
C. 2 THESS. 3:14 – Hopefully it will bring about a sense of shame in the sinner and make them consider repentance.

D. ACTS 5:1-11 – Example of discipline exercised by God.  Why discipline because it serves as a wakeup call for brethren.  Some would argue that fear should not be a motivating factor but it produced positive results as the church grew after this incident.

E. GAL. 5:9 - We withdraw so sin will not spread among the people of God.

F. HEB. 10:23-31 – Withdrawal and discipline are necessary because people choose to sin willfully.

G. HEB. 12:5-7 – To show our love for one another.

H. EPH. 5:25-27 – To keep the church pure.

III. HOW DO WE EXERCISE DISCIPLINE?
A. 1 COR. 5:1-2 – We withdraw with sadness in our hearts over the fact that our brethren are walking are sin and have become indifferent toward it.

B. REV. 3:16-19 – Before we withdraw we always encourage them to repent just as Jesus did with the church at Laodicea.  His instructions were to “be zealous and repent.”

C. GAL. 6:1 – When we communicate we do so in a spirit of meekness.  Giving the proper instruction with love.
D. ROM. 16:17-18 – We must mark or note the person who is being withdrawn from.   This must be communicated to the person and the church.

E. 1 COR. 5:3-7, 12-13 – This notification of withdrawal takes place in the assembly.  The church in Corinth was responsible for the discipline of its members and if we are to follow the pattern given in the scriptures the church at Mary Esther must be responsible for the discipline of its members.
CONCLUSION – 

The church is the bride of Christ.

Christ desires for his bride to remain pure.

Do not make your brethren exercise God’s plan for discipline
If you are in sin – take care of it today - repent.

