DISCIPLINE AND WITHDRAWAL

GOD’S LAW AND ORDER

MATTHEW 18:15-17

INTRODUCTION – How does any organization or institution on earth maintain order and prevent chaos from occurring?  It has to have a set of rules or regulations.  It is no different in the church – Jesus has clearly stated we must maintain God’s law and God’s order by disciplining and withdrawing from those who will not follow after the truth – JN. 8:31-32. God’s word is truth and if we want to be free we must follow it and it alone.

We have been considering the brother who ceases to follow truth and refuses to repent when made aware of his sinful lifestyle. What are we to do at this point?  Do we have any responsibility as an individual?  Do we have any collective responsibility as the church?  We need to look to the Bible for the answers to all these questions – Note the text again and 2 THESS. 3:6-18 – We are to withdraw form the disorderly, but how do we go about fulfilling this command of God – It must be done: ROM. 1:16-17; We must realize that only in following the gospel is salvation made available to man.

Truthfully – JN. 17:17 – We must follow the teachings of Christ as outlined for us in the gospel.

Sincerity – 1 JN. 3:4; ROM. 6:23 – We are sincerely concerned about their sin and their soul 

Unity – EPH. 4:1-3 – We cannot have unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace if we allow sin to go unchecked. Instead we will have chaos and disorder.

PROCEDURE FOR DISCIPLINE AND WITHDRAWAL – 

1. DETERMINATION – We must determine if they are guilty or innocent by the word of God.

a. MATT. 18:15-16 – God’s wisdom is displayed in his instructions to have one or two witnesses.  Why?  So guilt or innocence can be determined and to rule out any personal differences or vendetta. 

b. 2 COR. 13:1-2 – Paul understood the necessity of two or three witnesses in matters relating to sin.

2. LAMENTATION – We must be mourning over the fact that our brethren are walking in sin and indifference.

a. 1 COR. 5:1-3 – One reason the church at Corinth had not reacted properly to this brother in sin was because they were not truly saddened by his return to sin.  No mourning or lamentation on their part.

b. MATT. 5:4 – “Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted.”
3. CONSIDERATION – We must consider the sinner and to truly do so we must have personal contact.  This is a definite requirement if we follow God’s pattern for law and order.

a. MATT. 18:15-17 – “Go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone”  - Personal contact – Then take one or two witnesses only if he is not willing to repent.

b. LUKE 17:1-4 – “If thy brother trespass against thee rebuke him and if he repents forgive him.”  Go face to face to resolve the matter.

c. JAMES 5:19-20 – You cannot convert a sinner from the error of his ways if you do not confront him about his sin.

d. ACTS 8:22-23 – Peter did not dodge the issue.  He spoke to Simon directly.

4. ESTABLISHMENT – We cannot picket the heavenly establishment of God’s authority when it comes to discipline and withdrawal.  We must follow God’s law and order.

a. LUKE 17:4- Rebuke him

b. 1 JN. 3:13-19 – Love Him

c. 1 JN. 5:13-17 – Pray for him.  This procedure takes time, in order for all these things to be established.

5. ENCOURAGEMENT – We must encourage our brother to leave sin behind in their life.

a. 2 COR. 12:20-21 – Paul is encouraging them to repent.  We need to encourage erring brethren to think about sin, it’s wages, and eternity in hell so they will repent.

b. 2 COR. 7:9-10 – Godly sorrow is needed not the sorrow of the world.

c. REV. 3:16-19 – We should not look at ourselves thru our eyes but thru God’s eyes.  Be zealous and repent.

6. PRONOUNCEMENT  - This must be made about the sinner regardless of the sin in which he is involved.

a. ROM. 16:17-18 – How does this marking (discipline) take place?

b. 1 TIM. 1:19-20 – Why did Paul make this public statement about Hymenaeus and Philetus?  To mark them as making shipwreck of their faith and by doing so making brethren aware of the danger of the sin in their lives.

7. ASSEMBLY – Where does this discipline take place?

a. 1 COR. 5:3-7 – When you are gathered together- in the assembly – Why deliver such a one to Satan?  So the soul may be saved

b. 1 TIM. 5:17-22 – Even in the case of elders – if they sin rebuke them before all – no partiality with God.

c. 1 COR. 5:12-13 – Why is this to be done in the assembly before all?  So the church can speak united with one voice and if the sinner does not repent the church withdraws from the impenitent brother.  This is God’s law and order.  

CONCLUSION - This is God’s law and order for discipline and withdrawal.  Are we willing to follow it today?  If we do not then we are like the church at Sardis that has a name that is living but is dead – REV. 3:1-3
