DISTINGUISHING THE TWO COVENANTS

HEBREWS 8:6-13

INTRODUCTION – In our preceding lessons on authority we have showed the need for authority in religion and that there are only two sources of authority – GOD or MAN.  We have emphasized that Jesus is the source of authority today.  In the process of understanding Biblical authority, nothing can be more important than making a proper distinction between the two covenants – the law of Moses and the gospel of Christ.

We have not seen Jesus and he does not speak directly to man today – revelation.

In this lesson we will suggest to you that the authority of Christ is set in the New Testament.  

1) DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW – 

      2 COR. 3:7-12 – Death vs Spirit, Condemnation vs Righteousness, Paul states

      he was using great plainness of speech. First covenant was written on tables of

      stone, the second on the spirit and desires of man

      GAL 3:10-14, 22-29 – Cursed or redeemed, law or faith

      GAL. 4:21- 24, 30-31 – Hagar or Sarah, bond or free

      GAL. 5: 1-4 – Yoke of bondage or liberty in Christ

2) BETTER IS THE KEY WORD – 

HEB. 1:1-5 – Better messenger, better name

HEB. 3:1-6 – Superior to Moses

HEB. 4:9-11 – Better rest

HEB. 7:22-28 – Better Priest

HEB. 7:12 – When the priesthood was changed from the Levtical priesthood to one after the order of Melchizedek

HEB. 8:6-7 – Better covenant enacted on better promises

3) REASONS FOR THE NEW COVENANT – 

JER. 31:31-34 – God had promised to make a new covenant

HEB. 8:6-8 – The people could not keep the covenant

GAL. 3:19 – The Mosaic law had a purpose and when that purpose was fulfilled there was no longer a need for that law.

HEB. 9:14-17 – Jesus shed his blood , it was God’s will

EPH. 2:14-17 – That the middle wall of partition might be broken down

COL. 2:14-17 – That these hand writings of ordinances might be taken out of the way

      4)
     NEW TESTAMENT – GOD’S MESSAGE - 

HEB. 1:1 ; MATT. 17:5 – God speaks to us thru his son

LUKE 24:46-48 – Jesus spoke thru his apostles who were witnesses of his teachings and miracles.- ACTS 1:8, 21-22, 2 PET. 1:16

JN. 13: 20 – When they spoke they represented Christ, and their words must be received as the word of Christ.-

     JN. 16:13 – They were guided by the Holy Spirit thus no error was ever     

      preached by them. –

     GAL. 1:11-12 – Notice what Paul said in regard to this matter.

     1 THESS. 2:13 – It is the divine message, the word of God

     2 TIM. 3:16-17 – It is a  inspired message

     JN. 16:13 – It is a complete message

     JUDE 3 – It is the final message

     ROM. 1:16 – It is the message of salvation, the forgiveness of sins, the old 

     covenant could not provide this – HEB. 10:1-4, Jesus is the Lamb of God that

     takes away the sins of the world – JN.1:29
CONCLUSION – 

When people ask why don’t you use an instrument of music in your worship – David – Well David also burned incense, offered animal sacrifices, observed the Sabbath none of which we do today because it is not authorized in the new covenant – HEB. 8:5 – We are warned about the consequences of not following the pattern – 2 JN. 9
Although Jesus being the source of authority today is not speaking directly to us, he is speaking to us thru his word – N.T.  Therefore his will is set forth for us in the N.T.  Hence everything we teach or practice must be authorized in the N. T. Under the old covenant you were born into covenant relationship, under the new all shall know, all must be taught – JN. 6:44-45
