DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOU ARE SPIRITUALLY?

INTRODUCTION – Have you ever felt that you do not know where you are spiritually?  Maybe you are confused and feel like you are trapped in a maze in regard to confidently knowing where you are spiritually.

It is fair to even pose the question – Is it possible to know where we are?

The Bible clearly answers this sometimes puzzling question and states our life has five possible states when it comes to our spiritual condition.  In this lesson we want to discuss each of these five possible states.

FIVE POSSIBLE STATES: 

1. INNOCENCE – We can be in the state of innocence.  This is a state where sin does not come between God and his creation.   This is the state into which we are born.

a. GEN. 1:26-27 – “Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”
b. ACTS 17:29 – “Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising.”
c. MATT. 18:2-4 – “Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
2. ACCOUNTABILITY – If we are mentally sound of mind we will eventually leave the stage of innocence and enter the age of accountability.  Everyone wants to know what that age is and the answer is it is different for each individual.  There is no pat answer because of the maturity level of each person.  At this age we become accountable for our sins and they separate us from God.
a. ISA. 59:1-3 – “Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear. For your hands are defiled with blood, And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have spoken lies, Your tongue has muttered perversity.”
b. ROM. 6:16 – Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?
c. JAMES 1:13-16 – “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.” 

3. CHRISTIAN – We can choose to enter this state if we recognize we are accountable to God (sinners) and we are willing to respond to God’s mercy and grace thru faith.  We spoke of being saved thru faith in last week’s lesson but it is a faith that responds in obedience to the gospel.  This response of faith coupled with the grace of God removes our sins and we once again have fellowship with God.
a. EPH. 1:7-8 – “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence.”
b. EPH. 2:14, 16-18 – “For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation… and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.” 
c. HEB. 5:8-9 – “though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.”  
d. JN. 3:3-5 – “Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
4. UNFAITHFULNESS – Sin once again separates us from God and we no .longer enjoy the fellowship we once had with God when we were walking by faith.
a. HEB. 3:12-13 – “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”
b. HEB. 10:26-27 – “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.”
c. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." 
5. RESTORATION – Our fellowship with the Lord is restored once again if we are willing to confess and turn from our sins.

a. ACTS 8:22-24 – “Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity." Then Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me."
b. GAL. 6:1 – “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”
c. JAMES 5:16 – “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”
CONCLUSION – 

Which state are you in?

Will you stay there?

Do you know where you are spiritually speaking?
