DOES THE SIGN OUT FRONT MAKE US RIGHT WITH GOD? 3
REV. 3:1-3 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In front of our building we have a sign that reads church of Christ in Mary Esther.  Just because we have that sign out front does that automatically mean we are recognized by God as such? – REV. 3:1-3 – This scripture teaches that Christ can remove the candlestick or lamp stand from its place and that is why he is warning the church at Ephesus to return to its first love.  We do not know when this takes place and only Christ has the authority to do so but God has given us certain clues as to when the sign out front is no longer recognized by Christ and he removes the candlestick from that local “church of Christ” that is no longer submitting to his will.

THE SIGN OUT FRONT NO LONGER MAKES US RIGHT WHEN WE:

1. DEMORALIZE STANDARDS OF DECENCY – 

a. PHIL. 3:13-16 – Christians cannot press on toward the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus – unless we follow the same standard.
b. ROM. 1:24-27 – Homosexuality is wrong irregardless of what man may say.  We must teach against this type of immorality and ungodliness or we sin.
c. REV. 2:14-16 – Christ states his disapproval of the conduct of the church in Pergamos – sexual immorality.  Not only did they have members engaging in fornication (but members who tolerated this condition in the church.

d. 1 TIM. 2:9 – Must stress God requires modest apparel at all times.

e. 1 PET. 4:1-3 – Social drinking and drugs.  We cannot fail to teach on these topics or we sin and are in danger.
2. IMMUNIZE THEMSLEVES AGAINST FIRST LOVE – 

a. REV. 2:1-7 – The church in Ephesus had left their first love.  How did this happen as they were fighting against false teachers and those who said they were apostles and found them to be false but apparently this had become an obsession and their love for God was now not what it ought to be.
b. 1 COR. 13:1-8 – Sometimes we become so intensely involved in fighting against Satan and evil and false doctrine and false teachers that we lose sight of our proper motivation and that is our love for God, his word, and the soul of the sinner. This fight and will to win becomes an obsession and we get to the point that not only do we hate sin but we also despise the sinner and do not make the proper effort to teach them in love – instead our approach is from the standpoint of arrogance and haughtiness.

c. MATT. 22:37-39 – We must never lose our love for God and our neighbor.

3. MODERNIZE WORSHIP – 

a. LEV. 10:1-2 – God destroyed Nadab and Abihu for offering strange fire before the Lord.  They used a type of fire for which they had no authority.
b. JN. 2:13-16 – Christ cleansed the temple because some had indeed made it a house of merchandise.

c. The NT worship services consisted of:

1.) Singing – EPH. 5:19 
2.) Lord’s Supper – ACTS 20:7, 1 COR. 11:23-30 
3.) Preaching – ACTS 20:7-10
4.) Freewill offering – 1 COR. 16:1-2
5.) Prayer – ACTS 2:42
d. What about some churches that say they belong to Christ today?  Large church in Texas that has a traditional and contemporary (instrumental music) worship service and they still claim to belong to Christ.
4. EPITOMIZE INDIFERENCE – 

a. REV. 3:14-22 – What a sad state to reach when you have a local church that is lukewarm!  The whole church was careless and indifferent.  God was just nauseated at their spiritual condition.  We are not sure what areas they were lukewarm, but we might suggest a few areas in which they could have had problems.
1.) Bible Study – 2 TIM. 2:15 - Careless about bible study – do not take advantage of opportunities available.  Do we ever study?
2.) Prayer – COL. 4:2 – “Continue in prayer and watch to the same in thanksgiving.”  Do we ever start?  Are we careless?
3.) Concern for lost – MK. 16:15-16 – Do we ever go?  Are we careless?

4.) Concern for our brother – GAL. 6:1-2 – Do we ever go to restore someone? Are we careless?

5.) Careless about needs of brethren – 1 JN. 3:16-18
6.) Failure to attend – HEB. 10:25 – Carelessness is their trademark.  They could care-less whether they attend the assemblies or not.  What about the church here what do we want to be our trademark.
CONCLUSION – The sign out front is correct, but are we being the church here in Mary Esther that God would have us to be?  Are we only doing what God authorizes as his work for the church and do we have the right attitude toward the work he has given us to do? 

Let us always strive to exalt Christ as King in our lives maybe we wear the right name – Christian. We have the right name on the outside but what is going on inside our lives? Do we really strive to serve Christ and follow him?  Or do we turn away from his instruction that he has given for our lives?

Maybe you do not wear the right name – ACTS 11:26 – the disciples were called “Christians” first in Antioch. You can begin wearing the name given by God today if you will obey his Son – Jesus!
