DOES THE SIGN OUT FRONT MAKE US RIGHT WITH GOD?

REV. 2:1-7 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In front of our building we have a sign that reads church of Christ in Mary Esther.  Just because we have that sign out front does that automatically mean we are recognized by God as such? – REV. 2:1-7 – This scripture teaches that Christ can remove the candlestick or lamp stand from its place and that is why he is warning the church at Ephesus to return to its first love.  We do not know when this takes place and only Christ has the authority to do so but God has given us certain clues as to when the sign out front is no longer recognized by Christ and he removes the candlestick from that local “church of Christ” that is no longer submitting to his will.
THE SIGN OUT FRONT NO LONGER MAKES US RIGHT WHEN WE:

1. MINIMIZE GOD’S WISDOM – ROM. 11:33-36 – No one has the wisdom and knowledge of God! Yet man by his very actions sometimes affirms that he thinks he is wiser than God.

a. EPH. 3:10-11 - The church is a product of the manifold wisdom of God and it cannot be improved!

b.  EPH. 1:22-23 - God purposed the church to be the fullness of Christ and since this is true it cannot be improved. 
c. COL. 2:1-3 - Christ is the sum of all God’s wisdom and knowledge.

d. COL. 1:18 - Since the church is the "fullness of Christ" and he is the Divine head of it then the church as the manifold wisdom of God is perfect in every aspect. If not, Christ is not perfect either.
e. 1 TIM. 3:15 - The church was ordained by God to be the "Pillar and ground of the truth", therefore any effort on man's part to supplant this Divine organization with a human organization is to minimize the wisdom of God. Any effort on the part of men to change its God ordained NAME, WORSHIP, ORGANIZATION, WORK and PURPOSE, is to "minimize God's wisdom" and exalts man’s wisdom above that of God.
2. IMMORTALIZE ITS ELDERS – 1 TIM. 6:15-16 - Christ is the "blessed and only Potentate"  who ONLY HATH IMMORTALITY.  Since Christ is God and "immortal his word is absolute LAW, but this cannot be said regarding any "Elder"
a.  1 TIM. 5:19-21 - Christ cannot be wrong, but "Elders of a local church" (PHIL. 1:1) can be wrong.   If they are wrong they should not be followed blindly.

b. EPH. 4:15 – Since Christ is the head of the church we are to grow up into him in all things and are to only follow him even if it differs with what the elders say.  Elders do not have the authority from God to make spiritual laws and then coerce others to obey their laws.
c. ACTS 20:28-32 - The inspired apostle Paul stated that Elders were to "feed the flock", but that sometime Elders would arise "speaking perverse and false doctrine" to draw away dis​ciples after them.  When they do they usurp authority from God.
d. 1 PET. 5:1-4 - Elders are commanded by God to "oversee the flock among them" (ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD) ASV. This, therefore, excludes any Elder from making "spiritual laws" and enforcing obedience unto them.  If an "Elder or Elders" should do this THEY ARE IN REBELLION TO THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH.  If any local "church of Christ" allows its Elders to involve their congregation in work or activities un​authorized by God, they have "IMMORTALIZED THEM" and exalted them above Jesus Christ.  When Elders sin they should be disciplined as Christians.  So should gospel preachers be disciplined.  Jesus leaves no room to be partial to "Elders." 
3. GLAMORIZE ITS PREACHERS – 1 COR. 3:5-7- God said thru Paul that “neither he who plants is anything nor he who waters” the glory goes to God who gives the increase.  Paul viewed himself and those who worked with him as ordinary men thru whom others heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
a. ACTS 20:27 - It is not uncommon today to hear "churches of Christ" advertise their preachers in a most glamorous manner.  They state "how many degrees the man possesses, the extent of his worldly travels, how much in demand as a public speaker he is, how many youth rallies he has spoken at", and not one word as to whether or not he will "preach the whole counsel of God." 
b. EPH. 4:15 – Do we endeavor to speak the truth in love? Usually if the preacher is being maximized then the truth and Christ are being minimized.
c. 1 COR. 1:10-13 - The "church of God" in Corinth (1 COR.1:1-2) was in trouble with God because they had exalted and glamorized certain preachers (1 COR.3:1-4). Paul said that following after these men whom they had exalted (above Christ) was a sign of their carnality and therefore sin.

d. 1 COR. 3:21 – Paul states let no one boast or glory in men but only exalt Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  I.E. – Well my preacher said…  Let all “churches of Christ” exalt their king Jesus and not men.  Some problems we face today are a result of the exaltation of men and their wisdom.
4. AUTHORIZE UNSCRIPTURAL WORK – 1 PET. 5:1-5 – God has limited the “oversight “of the elders to the flock among them.  This limits each church to do its work and its work only.  Each church is to preach and teach the gospel to the extent of its ability thus fulfilling its purpose in regard to evangelism and edification, and benevolence. 
a. 1 THESS. 1:8 – The church of Christ in Thessalonica recognized and respected God’s laws of autonomy.  They were able to accomplish the work God gave the church to do locally.  God has not authorized any church to “oversee or control” the work or money of another local church of Christ.  This means that nay church that drains or begs funds from other churches of Christ is either missing their candlestick or about to lose it even though they have the sign out front that reads “church of Christ.”
b. ACTS 2:42-45, ACTS 4:32-34, ACTS 6:1-6, ACTS 11:27-30, ROM. 12:13, ROM. 15:25-26, 1 COR. 16:1-2, 2 COR. 8:1-5, 2 COR. 9:1,13 - God makes it very plain in his word in whom the local "church of Christ" can help benevolently, and what ORGANIZATION is to give the help. Notice God states in every scripture that the local "church of Christ" is authorized to help "needy saints" ONLY, and that the ONLY organization which did this work was the local "church of Christ".  There is no authority for the sponsoring church arrangement.
c. God has limited the work the local church can do – WHY? – God does not want us to pass the buck of responsibility to another organization he wants us to grow in Christ!

1.) 1 TIM. 5:16 – There is work for the individual to do!  The local church cannot do the work the individual is to do.

2.) JAMES 1:27 - Notice that God (PLAINLY SAYS that "visiting the father-less and widows" in their affliction is the individual Christian's responsibility, which if he shirks his religion is "impure and defiled".  No "church of Christ" has the RIGHT GIVEN UNTO THEM BY GOD to build or maintain a HOME FOR THE AGED or an ORPHANS HOME. This is UNSCRIPTURAL WORK FOR THE CHURCH and not sanctioned by God.
CONCLUSION – The sign out front is correct, but are we doing what God authorizes as his work for the church and do we have the right attitude toward human wisdom. Let us always strive to exalt Christ as King in our lives maybe we wear the right name – Christian. We have the right name on the outside but what is going on inside our lives? Do we really strive to serve Christ and follow him?  Or do we turn away from his instruction that he has given for our lives?

Maybe you do not wear the right name – ACTS 11:26 – the disciples were called “Christians” first in Antioch. You can begin wearing the name given by God today if you will obey his Son – Jesus!
