DOING THE WORK OF THE LORD
ECCLESIASTES 9:10
INTRODUCTION – There are many problems in the church today.  What would you view as the greatest problem threatening congregations of God’s people?  Would you say liberalism, modernism, institutionalism, the socialization of the gospel, moral problems, M/D/R or the introduction of the instrument of music in the worship?  The list could go on and on but one of the greatest problems in the Lord’s church today is a lack of work. ECCL.9:10 - Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.
As Christians we are created anew in Christ to participate in the work of the Lord – EPH. 2:8-10 - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

As disciples of Christ we are to be zealous for good works – TITUS 2:14 - who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
Many times the Lord’s work is not accomplished because we do not have the proper attitude to get the job done – NEH. 4:6 - So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work. 

The purpose of this lesson is to study the attitudes essential in order for the work of the Lord to be accomplished.

ESSENTIALS FOR DOING THE WORK OF THE LORD:

I. ESSENTIAL TO POSSESS A POWERFUL FAITH – 

A. NUM. 13:17-20, 26-30 – If one believes nothing they will do nothing.  If we do not think we can do something, we are not going to try.
B. MATT. 17:14-21 – How many times does our lack of faith prohibit us from working for the Lord?  If we have strong and powerful faith all things are possible.  What type of faith do you have?

C. JAMES 2:14 – No works equals no faith and conversely no faith equals no work.
D. HEB. 10:23-25 – It is impossible to have a powerful faith if you miss the assemblies you cannot stir others up to good works because you are not concerned with one of the best things you can do as a Christian and that is to assemble with the Lord’s people when they come together.  By your presence you strengthen, edify and encourage by your absence you discourage, hurt and hinder the work of the Lord.

E. EPH. 4:16 – The church cannot grow if each part does not do its work.  Are you doing your share of the work?  How do you feel about someone who does not do their share of the work where you are employed?  How do you think God feels when we neglect to do our duty? 

II. ESSENTIAL TO POSSESS A JOYFUL HEART – Concentrate on the positive aspects of life.
A. PHIL. 4:4 – We should not be down hearted or despondent because we have too many things for which we should be thankful.

B. JAMES 1:2-4, 12 – We are to be joyful even when we have trials. We need to view the work in light of the eternal reward.  We work on this earth many years to receive a meager pension check.  We should be diligent in working for the Lord his benefits are much better.
C. 1 JN. 3:1-3 – We are the children of God.  That alone should motivate us to do his work.
D. EPH. 1:3 – We enjoy all the spiritual blessings in Christ.  Are we appreciative of what Christ has done for us spiritually?  Is it too much to ask that we show our gratitude by engaging in his work.

III. ESSENTIAL TO RELY ON PRAYER – 

A. JAMES 5:16 – The effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man avails much.
B. 2 KINGS 20:1-6 – The example of King Hezekiah.

C. MATT. 7:7-11 – We need to remember that God answers prayer.  Do we ask?  Prayer can change things but we must pray to the one who can change them.
D. PSA. 51:1-3, 7, 10 - If we desire to accomplish the work of the Lord we need to repent and pray when we sin.  We will not engage in the work of the Lord if we are living with unforgiven sins.
IV. ESSENTIAL TO POSSESS A PERSONAL LOVE – 

A. JN. 14:15, 23-24 – We must love the Lord.

B. HEB. 13:1 – We must love the brethren.

C. 1 JN. 4:20-21 – If we do not love our brother we will not love God and if we do not love God then we certainly will not be working for the Lord.

D. PHIL. 2:1-4 – To function collectively we must have love and unity.

E. LUKE 15:1-7 – We must love those who are lost.

F. 1 COR. 13:1-3 – Anything we do without love as the motivating force for our work we accomplish nothing in the sight of God.
V. ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAIN A PERSISTERNT EFFORT – 

A. LUKE 18:1-8 – Persistency of effort is the key to doing the work of the Lord.

B. HEB. 11:7 - By faith Noah built the ark if we are to build up the church of the Lord today we will do it thru faith that is willing to be active and work.

C. PHIL. 3:12-15 – Example of Apostle Paul.

D. ROM. 12:1-2 – Are we willing to live a life of service for the Lord?
E. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast not discouraged always abounding in the work of the Lord.  We will not be condemned for a lack of results but we will be condemned for a lack of effort.  Are we giving our best to the Master?

CONCLUSION – 

Are you doing the work of the Lord?

The work of the Lord will be accomplished by those who are faithful, joyful, prayerful, loving and persistent.

