EDIFICATION – 13 – DO I HAVE ENOUGH ZEAL TO MAKE A MISTAKE?

2 CORINTHIANS 13:5
INTRODUCTION – We have been bringing a series of lessons on edification – the building up of our faith.  We should desire for our faith to grow so we can zealously serve the Lord.  We have examined many aspects necessary in order for our faith to grow.

The purpose of our lesson today is to take a more personal look at our faith and to see if I have enough zeal in regard to my faith to make a mistake.  I am not talking about a mistake in regard to doctrine or following the truth and pattern revealed for us in the word of God, but rather a mistake in the use of my faith as it pertains to everyday living.

In our lesson today we want to examine the faith of Peter.  We know that Peter was zealous when it came to his faith so we want to look at his life and point out some positive aspects in regard to his faith even though he sometimes failed in the proper application of his faith in his life.  If we are truthful isn’t that the situation we often find our own self.

The Bible in many places speaks of the life of Peter the Zealot

DO I HAVE ENOUGH ZEAL TO  MAKE A MISTAKE? I.E. – PETER

I. THE FAITH OF PETER THE ZEALOT – 
A. MATT. 4:18-20 – Do you have enough zeal to leave what is familiar and comfortable to you? If you think about the decision that Peter made it was life changing when he left his nets and followed Jesus. What type of faith does Peter display?  Similar to the faith Abraham displayed in going to a land that God would show him – HEB. 11:8 – Peter like Abraham sees that God is allowing him to be part of something greater than himself.
B. MATT. 14:26-31 – Vs. 22 states that all disciples were in the boat, but only Peter had enough zeal to walk on the water to Jesus. Can you imagine it is a dark, pitch black, stormy night and Jesus tells them to not be afraid? Only Peter had the courage to step out of the boat and to walk to Jesus.  What we need today is Christians who would display the courage and zeal to get out of the boat (pew) where we feel safe and secure and begin to walk with Jesus. Even when Peter displayed a weakness in his faith and he began to sink look who he turned to – vs. 30 – “Lord save me.” At least Peter was willing to get out of the boat and give it a try. We are often paralyzed with a fear of failure so that our faith never accomplishes anything for the Lord.
C. MATT. 15:10-20 – Peter was zealous enough to ask questions. Peter asked  Jesus to explain this parable. Peter was desirous of learning. Peter wanted to truly understand what Jesus was trying to teach.

D. MATT. 18:21-22 – Peter asked Jesus the question about forgiveness if he had not asked this question we would not have this knowledge of how we should view forgiveness. If you were in the presence of Jesus the master teacher would you have the zeal to ask him a question?  When we ask questions we expose ourselves as being vulnerable.
E. MATT. 16:13-17 – Peter was zealous enough to confidently proclaim Jesus as the Christ the Son of God. How about us? We often think of confession as a one time event in our life that comes prior to our obedience to the gospel, but we must be willing to confess Christ daily as we strive to live for him and follow in his steps.

F. MATT. 17:1-7 – Peter was zealous enough to see the importance of the moment – vs. 4 – Peter said it is good for us to be here – if you wish let us make three tabernacles – willing to go to work to do whatever was necessary to show honor to Moses and Elijah (representative of the law and the prophets) and the Son of God. Do we display the zeal necessary in our faith to truly honor God and his son Jesus or do we just go thru the motions?
G. MATT. 26:33-35 – Peter had enough zeal to declare his allegiance to Christ. Peter made the mistake of not following thru on his declaration, but none the less he declared honorable intentions.

H. MATT. 26:56-58 – Peter had enough zeal to put himself in harms way for the Savior.
I. ACTS 4:18-20 – Peter also displayed the courage to speak and declare the things he had seen and done before the Sanhedrin.

J. ACTS 2:14; 10:34-35 – Peter was zealous enough to take the lead in the proclamation of the gospel on Pentecost and also to the Gentiles of the household of Cornelius. Do you and I have the zeal to take the gospel to a lost and dying world? To our community? To our friends? To our relatives? To an individual?
K. ROM. 10:2 – Our zeal must be in accordance with the knowledge and wisdom of God. Zeal without knowledge is just wasted energy. We must never allow our zeal to out run the wisdom of God.

L. REV. 3:15-16 – As God views us today how would he rank our zeal? Are we cold, are we lukewarm, and are we hot. God desires for us to be zealous in our service!!! Where do you stand?

CONCLUSION – 

In regard to our faith will we make mistakes along the way?

Do not fear failure!

Let our zeal be guided by the wisdom of God and give glory to his Son – Jesus.
