ERRING BRETHREN

HEBREWS 5:8-9- TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Christ is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.  The question is will he save us if we refuse to obey or if we cease to follow his teachings in our life?  Notice what the apostle John recorded in 1 JN. 1:3-7 – John says we can have fellowship with God but it is contingent upon us walking in the light – fellowship is then conditional.  We can choose to walk in the light and enjoy the benefits of this fellowship with God or we can choose to walk in darkness.  When we make this choice to walk in darkness we no longer have fellowship with God and we are living in error because we have ceased to hear God’s instruction.

Definition of error – to go astray; to wander and that is what many Christians do after they have obeyed the gospel – I.E. – GAL. 1:6-7 – Paul marveled that they were so soon removed from the gospel of Christ.

CONSEQUENCES OF ERRING – 

1.  KNOW NOT GOD – PSA. 95:10 - Those who err in their heart do not know God and his ways. 

2. CURSED IF THEY ERR – PSA. 119:20-22
3. REJECTED BY GOD – PSA. 119:117-119
4. DEVISE EVIL – PROV. 14:12 - Those who wander from the truth seek out evil.

5. DEATH OF A SINNER – JAMES 5:19-20 – When you erring and die you stand before God as a sinner.  You will lose your soul!

6. DESTRUCTION – 1 TIM. 6:10-12 – Many have erred from the faith because of the love of money.  If I can just get another job or a better                        job then I will be faithful to God.

7. WILL NOT ENTER INTO GOD’S REST – HEB. 3:7-13 – They erred in their heart and did not follow the commandments of God.

8. REAP WHAT YOU SOW – ROM. 1:23-27, 32 – We are the ones who pay the penalty for our error.

HOW SHOULD WE TREAT ERRING BRETHREN – 

1. NOT AS AN ENEMY – 2 THESS. 3:6-15 – We are to admonish him as a brother.

2. REPROVE WITH WORD OF GOD – EPH. 5:5-11 – We are to have no fellowship with them.

3. WITH THE SPIRIT OF MEEKNESS – 2 TIM. 2:24-25 – Not a self-righteous holier than thou type of attitude.

4. ATTITUDE OF PRIVACY – MATT. 18:15-17 – We must follow the scriptures in this matter.

HOW DOES GOD VIEW THE ERRING?

1. BLOTTED OUT OF GOD’S BOOK – 

a. EX. 32:31-33 – Children of Israel

b. REV. 3:4-5 – Church in Sardis

c. REV. 20:15 – They will be cast into the lake of fire.

2. THEY DO NOT RESPECT HIS TRUTH – 

a. 2 TIM. 2:17-18 – He only points out they erred in this one doctrine.

b. 2 THESS. 2:8-12 – They believed a lie.  They no longer loved the truth and it caused them to be damned.

3. THEY ARE SINNING WILLFULLY – 

a. HEB. 10:26-31 – If we know the truth and still choose to sin willfully we will die in our sin and face the vengeance of God.

b. 2 PET. 2:20 – We will be entangled in the pollution of this world until we are ready to repent.  Do not make your later end worse than the first – REPENT!
CONCLUSION – We should never state that it would be impossible for us to fall – 1 COR. 10:12 – and we should never have the wrong type of attitude toward those entangled in sin.  Always have the attitude of love and concern for all our brethren – GAL. 6:1-2 – We must strive to restore the erring.

