ESTABLISHING BIBLE AUTHORITY

MATTHEW 21:23-27 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Many people will acknowledge the need to adhere to the teachings of Christ in the world today.  Many even claim to follow him and wear his name as a Christian and yet those same people who claim to follow Christ and his teachings come up with numerous positions on various Bible based subjects.

An example is worship is it on the first day of the week or the Sabbath, are we to sing or play, or we to partake of the Lord’s Supper with regularity or when ever we desire, is it important to assemble or just a matter of convenience.  That is just one issue that divides the religious world.  How is it that we cannot come to a common agreement?  We must understand the importance of knowing how to establish Bible authority.  Authority is the right to command and expect obedience.  Jesus states in our text that authority is important and necessary and we can only appeal to two sources for our authority – Man or God!

ESTABLISHING BIBLE AUTHORITY:  When man assumes he is the one with the right to establish authority he has stepped out of bounds.

1. SOURCES – MAN OR GOD

a. PROV. 14:12 – “There is a way that seems right unto man…”
b. ISA. 55:8-9 – “For my thoughts are not your thoughts…”
c. ACTS 5:29 – Apostles put God first not man.

d. MATT. 15:8-9 – Scribes and Pharisees put man first not God. 

e. 1 TIM. 6:13-16 - The potency of authority depends upon the source of authority.  Jesus is the only potentate – he has all authority and man cannot even begin to approach his power.

2. PRIMARY OR ORIGINAL AUHTORITY – In matters relating to the word of God who has this authority today man or God.

a. JN. 3:23-36 – Jesus has primary authority and it was given to him by heaven – Note that God gave all things into Jesus hand – vs. 35

b. MATT. 28:18-20 – Jesus here lays claim to his authority.

c. JN. 15:10-15 – Jesus declares that we are his friends only if we are willing to obey him and submit to his authority.

d. NUM. 22:18 – What should my attitude be toward God’s authority – submit or rebellion?  It should be that I cannot go beyond the word of God to do more or less.

3. DELEGATED – Christ who has primary authority has delegated part of his authority to the apostles.

a. JN. 14:23-26 – Christ told his apostles that his Father would send the comforter (Holy Spirit) in his name  (by his authority) to teach the apostles all things and to bring to their remembrance all things taught by Christ.

b. JN. 16:7-15 – The Holy Spirit guided the apostles into all the truth.  Everything man needed to know Christ revealed thru the Holy Spirit to the apostles and he had received it from the Father.

i. JN. 8:32 – This truth revealed by the apostles is what we must have knowledge of to be set free from our sin.

ii. JN. 17:17 – It is that revealed truth in the word of God that sanctifies or sets us apart.

c. MATT. 16:16-19 – The authority of Peter and the other apostles was delegated to them by Christ and what they bound or loosed on earth was already bound or loosed by heaven. 

d. PSA. 119:89 – “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.”

4. ROLE OF THE APOSTLES –

a. 2 COR. 5:18-21 – Ambassador speaks for the King his authority is delegated.

b. HEB. 2:1-4 – They spoke with authority and performed miracles to prove their testimony was true.

c. 2 COR. 4:5 – Their role was to preach Christ and not self-promotion.

d. ACTS 2:42 – The apostle’s doctrine was those things they taught that were given to them by Christ thru the Holy Spirit.

e. GAL. 1:11-12 – The things the apostles taught and preached they did by revelation of Jesus Christ thru the Holy Spirit.  I.E. – Paul – We have a problem today if we try to disregard the teachings of the apostles.  Issues will arise and division will occur if we reject the truth!

5. APOSTLES DOCTRINE – 

a. 1 COR. 14:37 – If any man is spiritual he must acknowledge that the teachings of the apostles carry the authority of the Lord – He delegated it to them.

b. 1 COR. 4:17 – Paul taught the same truth everywhere in every church.  Paul says his ways were in Christ or had the authority of Christ.

c. COL. 3:16-17 – Paul tells us that whatever we do we must heed the authority of Christ – every work and every deed!  As Christians we are responsible to the apostles doctrine as in actuality it is the doctrine of Christ.

d. 2 JN. 9 – If we ignore the doctrine of Christ and his apostles we have not God.

CONCLUSION – The authority of Christ will reside even until the judgment – JN. 5:26-29 – How do we establish what is good?  How are we to go about doing good and know that what we are doing is pleasing to God?  We have to be able to establish Bible authority or else your way to worship God is just as good as my way and your way to come to God is just as good as any other way.  We need to listen to what Jesus says to us thru his word.

