EVANGELISM

MARK 16:15-16 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Our gospel meeting is just around the corner it will begin in two weeks.  This meeting is an evangelistic effort of the church to preach and teach the soul saving message of salvation.  We understand the command given by Jesus in the Great Commission to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel”  but do we understand why this particular command is so important?  That is the focus of the lesson today for us to fully comprehend the importance of evangelism.  In order to do this we must understand the essence of evangelism.
THE ESSENCE OF EVANGELISM:

I. REVELATION TO MIND – 

A. HEB.. 10:8-10 – Christ came to do the will of God so he offered his body once for all.  By so doing his put his covenant into effect.
B. 2 COR.. 4:3-6 – Satan desires for us to be blinded to the glorious message of the gospel.
C. MATT. 13:15-23 – Jesus instructs us to open our eyes and hear with our ears.  The word of God must be planted in the lives of men so they can hear and understand what God would have them to do.
D. ACTS 26:18 – Jesus sent Paul to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and that they might receive the forgiveness of sins being sanctified by faith.
E. JN. 6:44-45 – We must hear and learn of the Father to come to Jesus.

F. JN. 8:30-32 – We must hear the words of Jesus and abide in them.
G. EPH. 1:13 – Paul tells the Ephesians that they trusted in Jesus after hearing the word of truth.
H. JN. 17: 20, 20:30-31 – Jesus prayed for those who would believe on him thru the inspired words of the apostles (you and me). The things are written concerning the miracles of Jesus so when we read we will believe.
II. RECONCILIATION OF HEART – 

A. ACTS 7:39 – If reconciliation is to take place we must turn our hearts back to God.  If we are to turn back our heart we must be obedient.
B. ROM. 2:4 – God’s goodness to us should cause us to desire to repentance.  Does the word of God tug at your heart because you need to repent?
C. 2 COR. 5:18-20 – The word of reconciliation implores us to be reconciled to God. I.E. – Settling a problem with a friend – reconciliation brings peace.
D. COL. 1:21-23 – The gospel call urges us to be reconciled, to continue in the faith, and to remain steadfast.
E. ACTS 11:14; 15:7-9 – Example of Cornelius and his household.  The Gentiles were offered reconciliation in Christ in the same way as the Jews purifying their hearts by faith.
F. 1 PET. 1:22-25 – Peter declares our souls are purified by obeying the truth – the word of God and this is what was preached to them.
G. EPH. 2:14-18 – How were the Jew and Gentile reconciled in one body – the preaching of peace.
III. REFORMATION OF LIFE – 

A. ROM. 6:1-7, 15-23 – The gospel of grace demands a changed life.

B. ROM. 12:1-2 – Reform my life to fit into God’s plan as revealed in the gospel. 
C. 1 PET. 4:1-4 – We can no longer do the will of the “Gentiles” but we must a changed lifestyle. 
D. TITUS 2:11-14 – The gospel of grace and salvation teach us to deny ungodliness.  We can no longer live as the world does. 
E. EPH. 4:17-24 – Put of the old man and put on the new.
CONCLUSION – 

As we better understand the essence of evangelism hopefully we can see the urgent need to evangelize our community and why the efforts of a gospel meeting are indeed worthy of undertaking.

Do you understand the divine revelation of God given to us in the gospel?

Does your heart need to be reconciled to God?

If you are a Christian are you living a reformed life?
A reformed life is one that coincides with the will of God vs. the will of the world!!!

