EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS – CHRIST

TEXT – LUKE 9:23

INTRODUCTION – I am sure that most of us who are Christians would admit that we need Christ.  We need to note the degree that Christ tells us we need him – LUKE 9:23 – we need him so bad we must deny ourselves daily and follow him.  Failure for us to follow the advice of the savior puts us in the position of not truly following him because we are not listening to him and obeying his voice. 

Paul put it this way when writing to the churches of Galatia – GAL. 2:20 – Paul says he was crucified with Christ this shows us the degree of his commitment, he further states that Christ lives in him which emphasizes that as a Christian he has a new purpose, he then discusses the live he now lives and states that it is a life of faith which shows he has new direction in his life and he closes the verse by talking about the sacrifice Jesus made for him that he gave himself and that is his reason for living a life of denial to self and service to God.

WHY DO WE NEED CHRIST?

1. Master – Habits - JN. 13:5-17 – Jesus the Master taught the disciples an important lesson in humility and service.  They might not have realized they had a problem with pride and being puffed up Jesus taught them they needed Him to master their bad habit.

a. What is your bad habit?

i. Wasting time –always-late – 1440 minutes in a day use them wisely. EPH. 5:15-16.

ii. Nagging  - negative – complaining. HEB. 10:24
iii. Tobacco – Alcohol – Drugs – Sexual immorality. 1 COR. 6:15-20.
2. Friend – Trust – JN. 15:12-15 – Jesus is a friend we can trust because he was willing to lay down his life for you and me.  How many friends in this world do you know with a great degree of certainty that they would lay down their life for you?

a. ROM. 5:6-8 – We need the love of Christ, he is a friend we can trust.

b. 2 COR. 1:9-10 – We can trust Jesus to deliver us from death!

3. Helper – Trial – HEB. 13:5-6 – Only Christ can give us true contentment in life.  We know that he will always be there for us.

a. 1 COR. 10:13 – He helps provide a way for us to always escape from sin.

b. PHIL. 4:6-7 – Christ will always help bring peace to the lives of his children.

4. Refuge – Safety – HEB. 6:17-20 – Christ is our refuge; he is our shelter for safety.

a. PSA. 57:1 – Christ provides us as Christians a place of refuge.

b. Hurricane – We seek a place of shelter and safety from the storm.  We need Christ because we often have storms in our lives.  In him there is no loss of life.

5. Shepherd – Feed – JN. 10:10-11 – Jesus the good shepherd is truly concerned with the welfare of his sheep.  He is interested in our spiritual condition.

a. JN. 10:27-28 – We need Christ to feed us; we must hear his voice and follow him.  The sheep as a flock trust the shepherd and so they follow the commands given by the shepherd.

b. MATT. 7:24-27 – “Whosoever heareth theses saying of mine and doeth them shall be likened unto a wise man…..”
6. Advocate – Plead – 1 JN. 2:1-2- we need Jesus to plead our cause for us before the Father.

a. HEB. 2:17-18 – Jesus can plead for us because he knows what we go through.

b. HEB. 7:22-25 – Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us.

7. Saviour – Present – JUDE 24 - We need Jesus because he is the only one who can present us as faultless (perfect) before God.

a. 1 JN. 1:7-10 – How does he do this?  By us continuing to walk in the light and when we sin we confess it and turn from it so his blood can once again cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONCLUSION – JN. 15:5 - Have you been trying to live your life as a Christian without abiding in him, without daily denying self and following Christ then repent today? 

