EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS COURTESY

1 PETER 3:8 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – It seems in today’s society that common courtesy is a thing of the past.  Generally speaking people do not use common courtesy, manners or politeness. As we read our text it states emphatically that we be courteous not that we should be or that it is optional.  Being courteous is part of being compassionate and loving as we should be to each other.  It is part of brotherly love (phileo) that we want to be friendly, thoughtful, and engage in hospitality.

It is sad to say but these attributes are also missing in some who wear the name of Christ – Christian.  We have parents who are Christians raising children who have no respect for adults or elderly people. 

EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS COURTESY: 

1. MASTER’S TRADEMARK - We need to look at the life of Jesus and see what was his trademark when it came to courtesy.

a. MATT. 26:47-50 – Did we notice how Jesus addressed Judas as he betrayed him?  He called him friend not a turncoat, traitor or coward all of which were true.  Even in the face of betrayal Jesus did not lose his manners and common courtesy.

b. PHIL. 2:3-8 – Jesus esteemed others better than himself.

2. PARENTAL GUIDANCE – We must not fail our children we must instruct them and if they do not follow those instructions there must be consequences.

a. PROV. 22:6 – Teaching a child to use good manners and to be polite is a vital part of that training. 

b. Mistakes made by Parents – East Hill 

i. To scared to take charge in their children’s lives – Buddy.

ii. Put their children on a pedestal.

iii. Forget what it is like to be young.

iv. Parents let extra-curricular activities get in the way of spiritual training.

v. Not allowing the child to fail and face the consequences – that are not soul threatening.

c. PROV. 7:1-4 – The only things that are written on the heart of a child are those things deemed important by their parents.

d. PROV. 3:1-6 – Children who are guided correctly are more likely to have peace length of days and long life.

e. JOSH. 24:15 – As for me and my house we will serve the Lord. – I.E. – GEN. 18:19 - Abraham

3. PARENTAL RESPECT - Children must be taught to respect and honor their parents.  Respect is something a lot of parents are not getting today and the reason is they are not living the true role of the parent as God would have them live and demanding it.  God demands that we respect him and his word and if we rebel we suffer he consequences.  God told Noah to build an ark of gopher wood and he did not tell him why.  God has not always told us why we must do something but in Ephesians he gives an important command and then tells us why we should obey it.

a. EPH. 6:1-3 – 

i. Children obey your parents in the Lord – Why? - For this is right

ii. Honor your father and mother – Why? – That it may be well with thee and so you will live long.

b. PROV. 13:1 – A wise son hears his fathers instructions and because he respects his father he follows them, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

c. PROV. 17:25 – Children do not be grief and bitterness to your parents.

d. PROV. 30:11-17 – Vivid description of those who do not respect their parents and their fate.

4. EVANGELISTIC PROSPECTS – In order to teach the truth effectively we must be courteous.

a. EPH. 4:15 – We must speak the truth, but it must be in love.

b. 2 TIM. 2:24 – Must not strive, be gentle, apt to teach.

c. GAL. 6:1-2 – Restoring the fallen.

d. 2 PET. 3:9, 15 – How does God deal with us?  He is long suffering and we should be the same with others.  

CONCLUSION – All Christians need courtesy, politeness, and good manners.  We should be gracious showing good taste and hospitality to all we come in contact with day by day.  Maybe you really have a problem with putting others ahead of self.  If you do you need to repent. 

If you are a person who has not put God ahead of self you need to do that today by obeying the gospel and becoming a Christian!

